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Irish Manufacture, etc. 

Written in the Year 1721. 

IT is the peculiar felicity and prudence 
of the people in this kingdom, that 
whatever commodities or productions lie 

• This treatifc fprcad ve- they were forced to leave the 

ry fafty upon which a per- matter to the mercy of thfc 

Ion in great office fent i n haft judge by what they call zfpecial 

for the chief jufticcC/A7^j//Wj verdief. During the trial the 



and informed him of a feditl 
ous iadlious and virulent pam- 
phlet lately publiflied, with a 
defign of letting the two king- 
doms at variance, direding at 
the lame time^that the printer 
fliouM be profccuted with the 
utmoft rigour. — The chitfju* 
yf«cr had fo quick an underilan- 
ding, that he refolved if pofli- 
bfe Cb out-do his orders.— The 
printer was feized, and forced 
to give great bail : — the jury 
brought him in not guilty, al- 
though they had been culled 
with the utmoft induftry : the 
dnefjujiice ft n t them back nine 
timcH and kept them eleven 
hours, untill being tired out 

Vol. X. B 



chief jujlice amon^ other fin- 
gularities laid his hand on his 
brcaft,andproteftcd folcmnly, 
that the author's defign was to 
bring in the pretender: but 
the caufe being fo very odious 
and impopular, the trial of the 
vcrdift was deferred from one 
term to another, untill upon 
(the d. of G— //-«) the lord 
lieutenant's arrival, his grace, 
after mature advice and pcr- 
miflion from England^ was 
plcafed to grzntz noli profequL 
Pc/^/s works, vol. ix. letter 5. 
This piece firft turned the 
tide of popularity in the au- 
thor's favour. Orrery. 
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t A PROPOSAL FOR THE USE 

under the greateft difcouragements from 
Englandy thofe are what they are fure to 
be mod induArious in cultivating and 
fpreading. ^gricukure^lacli hath been 
the principal care of all wife nations, 
and for the encouragement whereof 
there are fo many ftatute-laws in Eng- 
land, we countenance {o well, that the 
landlords are every where hy penal clau- 
fes abfolutely prohibiting their tenants 
from ploughing *, not fatisiied to con- 
fine them within certain limitations, as 
is the pradice of the Eng/ijh ; one effed 
of which is already feen in the prodi- 
gious deamefs of com, and the impor- 
tation of it from Londony as the cheaper 
inarket. And becaufe . people are the 
riches of a country , and that our ndgb- 
lours have done, and are doing, all that 
in them lies to make our wool a drug 
to us, and a monopoly to them ; there- 
fore the politic gentlemen oi Ireland 

* It was the pradice tAlrlfit plough even die meadows^ 

&nnets to wear out their and made fuch havock, that 

ground with plau^migf nci- die landlords by their zeal to 

dier manuring nor letdng it prevent it woe betrayed into 

4ie £dlow, and when their this pernicious meafure. 
lea&s woe near caqpiccd, tbey 

havt 




OF IRISH MANUFACTURE. 3 

tave depopulated vaft tra£ts of the beft 
land, for the feeding of fheep. 

I could fill a volume, as large as the 
hifiory of the 'wife men of Gotham^ with 
a catalogue only of fome wonderfulhcvf^ 
and cuiloms wc have obferved within 
thirty years paft. It is true indeed, our 
bendficial traffick of wool with France 
hath been our only fupport for feveral 
years paft,fumifhing us with all the little 
money we have to pay our rents, and go 
to market. But our merchants aiTure me^ 
this trade hath received a great damp by 
the prefent fluBuating condition of the 
coin in France : that mofi of their wine 
is paid for infpecie, without carrying thi- 
ther any commodity from hence. 

However, fince we are lb univerlally 
bent upon enlarging our flocks^ it may 
be worth inquiring, what we fhall do 
with our wool, mi^cBarnJiable* Gaou\d 
be over-ftocked, and our French com- 
merce fhould fail ? 

I could wifh the parliament had 
thought fit to have fulpended their re- 

• A fea-port in Dewnflnre, at th^t time the principal 
IDaikct in England hi Irijb wool 

B z gulation 
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guladon oi church matters, and enlarge- 
ments of the prerogative^ until a more 
convenient time, becaufe they did not 
appear very prefling, at leaft to the per- 
fons principally concerned ; and, inftead 
of thefe great refinements in politicks and 
divinity^ had amufed thernfelves and 
their committies a little with xhtjlate of 
the nation. For example : what if the 
houfe of commons had thought fit to 
make a refolution, nemine contradicente^ 
againft wearing any cloth or fluff in their 
famiHes, which were not of the growth 
and manufad:ure of this kingdom ? 
-What if they had extended it fb far as 
utterly to exclude all filks, velvets, cal- 
licoes, and the whole lexicon of female 
fopperies ; and declared, that whoever 
aded otherwife, fhould be deemed and 
reputed an enemy to the nation f What 
if they had fent up fuch a refolution to 
be agreed to by the houfe of lords : and 
by their own pradice and encourage- 
ment fpread the execution of it in their 
feveral countries ? What if we fhould 
agree to make burying in woollen a fa- 
Jhiony as our neighbours have made it a 
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law f What if the ladies would be con- 
tent with Irijb ftufFs for the furniture 
of their houfes, for gowns and petticoats 
for themfel ves and their daughters ? Upon 
the whole, and to crown all the reft, let 
a firm refolution be taken by male and 
female never to appear with one fingle 
Jbred^ that comes fi-om England ; and 
let all the people fay y amen. 

I hope, and believe, nothing could 
pleafe his majefty better than to hear, 
that his loyal fubjeds of both fexes in 
this kingdom * celebrated his birth-day 
(now approaching) univerfally clad in 
their own manufadure. Is there virtue, 
enough left in this deluded people to 
iave them from the brink of ruin ? If 
the mens opinions may be taken, the la- 
dies will look as handfome in ftu£fs as in 
brocades ; and, fince all will be equal, 
there may be room enough to employ 
their wit and fancy in chufing and 
matching patterns and colours. I heard 
the late archbifliop of Tuam mention a 

• Her grace the dutchefs of ly clad in the manufaflure of 

Dtrjtt-, the lord lieutenant's Ireland on his majefty's birth- 

hdy, is (aid to have appeared day 1753. 
at the CaJlU in Dublin whol- 

B 3 pleafant 
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pledant obfervation of fome body's j 
that Ireland would never be happy ^till a 
law fvere made for burning every things 
that came from England^ except their 
people and their coals, I muft confefs, 
that as to the former, I fhould not be 
fony if they would ftay at home ; and 
for the latter, I hope, in a little time 
we fhall have no occalion for them. 
Non tanti mitra efly non tanti judici^ 

ofirum^ 
but I ihould rejoice to fee z-flay-lace 
from England be thou^x. fcandalousy 
and become a topick for cenfure at vijits 
^d tea-tables. 

If the unthinking (hop-keepers in this 
town had not been utterly deftitute of 
eommon fenfe, they would have made 
ibme propofal to the parliament^ with a 
petition to the purpofe I have mentioned; 
jpromiiing to improve the cloths and 
fluffs of the nation into allpoffible degrees 
offinenefs and colours^ and engaging not 
to play the knave ^ according to their 
(uflomy by exaSiitig and impofiiig upon 
the nobility and gentry either as to the 
prices or the goodnefs. For I remember, 

in 
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in London upon a general mourning the 
rafcally mercers and woollen drapers 
would in four and twenty hours raiie 
their cloths and filhs to above a double 
price ; and if the mourning continued 
Jong, then come whining with petitions 
to the court, that they were ready to 
jlarvey and their fineries lay upon their 
hands, 

I could wiflijour fhop-keepers would 
immediately think on this propofal, ad- 
drcffing it to all perfons of quality and 
others ; but iirft be fure to get fbme 
body who can write fenfe to put it 
into form. 

I think it needlefs to exhort the clergy 
to follow this good example , ; becauie 
in a little time tbofe among them, who are 
fo unfortunate to have had their birth 
and education in this country, will think 
them/elves abundantly happy, when they 
can afford Irijh crape and an Athlone 
hat ; and as to the others, / Jball not 
prefume to direct them. I have indeed 
feen the prefent archbifhop of Dublin 
clad from head to foot in our own ma- 
nufadure j and yet under the rofc I e It 

B 4. fpokeii, 
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Ipoken, his grace deferveth as good a 
gown J as if he had not hee?i horn among 
us.'^ 

I have not courage enough to offer- 
one fyUable on this fubjed: to their ho- 
nours of the army : neither have I fuf- 
ficiently confidered the great impor- 
tance oi fear let and gold lace. 

The fable in Ovid of Arachne and 
Pallas is to this purpofe. The goddefs 
had heard of one Arachrie^ a young 
virgin very famous for fpinning and 
weaving : they both met upon a trial of 
fkill ; and Pallas finding herfelf almoft 
equalled in her own art, ftung with rage 
and envy, knockt her' rival down, and 
turned her into a fpider ; enjoining her 
to f pin and weave for ever out of her own 
bowels^ and in a very narrow compafs. 
I confefs, that from a boy I always pi- 
tied poor Arachne^ and could never 
heartily love the goddefs on account of 
fo cruel and unjuji a fentence \ which 
however is fully executed upon us by 
Englandwith further additions oi rigour 
^Afeverity^ for the greatefl part oi our 

♦Doctor King. 

bowels 
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Rowels and vitals is extraded without al- 
lowing us * the liberty oi /pinning and 
iveaving them. 

The fcripture tells us, that opprejfton 
tnaketh a wife man mad^ thetefore con- 
fequently fpeaking the realbn, why ibme 
men are not mad^ is becaufe . they are 
not wife : however it were to be wiih- 
ed, that sppreffion would in time teach 
a \\XXSit wifdom to fools. 

I was much delig^hted with a perfon, 
who hath a great eftate in this king- 
dom, upon his complaints to me, how 
grievoujly poor England yJ^^^rj by im- 
pojitions from Ireland: that we convey 
our own wool to France in fpighf of all 
the harpies at the cuflo7n-houfev that Mr. 
Shuttlewprth, rnd others on -the Cheshire 
coajlsy are fuch fools to fell us their bark 
at a good price for tanning ouv own 
hides into leathef : with other enormities 
of the like weight and kind. To which 

♦ In the fpring 1753 the prohibited. And 

parliament of ^;/^/jw^ pafTed In the winter 1753 *^^^ 

an a£l for permitting the ex- Irijh parliament prohibited 

portation of wool, and wool- the importation of gold and 

ien or bay yarn, from any filver lace, except of the ma^ 

port in Ireland to any port in nufaSfure of England. 
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I will venture to add more : that the 
mayoralty of this city is always executed 
by an inhabitant y and often by a natvuCy 
which might as well be done by a deputy 
with a moderate f alary ^ whereby poor 
England lofeth at leafi one thoufand 
pounds a year upon the balance : that 
the governing of this kingdom cofis the 
lord lieutenant three thoufand fix hun- 
dred pounds a year ; fo much net lofs 
to poor England .• that the people of 
lrf\zxi6. prefume to dig for coals in their 
own grounds ; and the farmers in the 
county of Yfin^ow fend their turf to the 
very market ^Dublin, to the great dif- 
couragementof the coal trade of Mo^yn* 
and Whitehaven : that the revenues of 
the Poft-office here^fo righteoujly belong- 
ing to the Bnglifh treafury as arifing 
chiefly from our own commerce with each 
other y fhould be remitted to London 
clogged with that grievous burthen of 
exchange ; arid the penfions paid out of 
the Irifh reoetiues to Englifh favourites 
fhould lie under the fame difadvantagCy 
to the great lofs of the grantees. When a 

* Mojfyn in FUntflilre, and IPIiubavtn in Cumberland. 

divi»e 
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t^ouU Ufent over to a bifhoprick hero 
with tie hopes of Jive and twenty hundred 
founds a year ; and upon his arrival he 
findsy alas ! a dreadful difcount of ten 
fr twelve per cent : a judge, or a com- 
miilloner of the revenue has the fame 
caufe of com pint fit. Laftly, The ballad 
ftpon Cotter is vehefjiently fufpeSied to be 
Iriih manufii6iure ; and yet is allcmed 
to befung in our opejt JlreetSy wider the 
very nofc ot the government. 

Thefe are a fewy among the many 
hardihips, we put upon that poor king- 
dom di England \ for which, I am con- 
fident, every honefi man wiflieth a 
remedy : and I hear, there is a projeft 
on foot for tranfporting our heft wheaten 
Jlraw by fca and land carriage to Dun- 
fiabh ; and obliging us by a law to take 
off yearly fo many tun of fir aw hats for 
the ufe of our women ; which will be 
a great encouragement to the manufac- 
ture of that induftrious town. 

I would be glad to learn among the 
divines, whether a law to bind men 
without their o-^xn confent be obligatory 

in 
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in foro confcientite ; becaufe I find. 
Scripture^ Sander/on^ and Suarez^ are 
wholly filent on the matter. The oracle 
oi reaforiy the great law of nature^ ziA 
general opinion of crviliam wherever 
they treat of limited gm)ernments^ are 
indeed decifive enough. 

It is wonderful to obferve the byafs 
among our people in favour of things 
ferfons and wares of all kinds, that 
come from England. The printer tells 
his hawker 5 y that he has got an excellent 
new Jong jufi brought from London. 
I have fomewhat of a tendency that 
way myfelf ; and upon hearing a cox- 
cofnb from thence difj)laying himlelf 
with great volubility upon the ^^7ri, the 
play-houfe, the opera, the gaming ordi- 
naries, it was apt to beget in me a 
kind of veneration for his parts and 
accomplifhments. It is not many years, 
fince I remember a perfon, who by his 
ftyle and literature leems to have been 
the corre3or of a hedge-prefs in fome 
blind-alley about Little-Britain, pro- 
ceed gradually to be an author, at leaft 
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a * tranjlator of a lower rate, although 
fomcwhat of a larger bulk, than any 
that noyr flourijbes in Grub-ftreet ; and 
upcHi the Arength of this foundation 
come over here^ ereSi himfelf up into 
an orator and politician^ and lead a king- 
dotn after him. This, I am told, was the 
very motive^ that prevailed on the + au- 
thor of a play called,Z*OT;g in a hollow treey 
to do us the honour of a vifit ; prefu- 
ming, with very good realbn, that be 
was a writer of afuperior clafs, I know 
another, who for thirty years paft hath 
been the common jiandard of Jlupidity 
in England, where he was never heard 
a minute in any affemhly, or by any 
party, with common chrijlian treatment ; 
yet upon his arrival hither could put on 
2i face of importance and authority, talk 
more than fix, without either graceful- 
nefs, propriety or meaning ; and at the 
fame time be admired and followed as 
the pattern of eloquence and wifdom. 

Nothing hath humbled me fo much, 
or (hewn a greater difpofition to a con- 

* Suppofed to be Cafar'i Commentaries, dedicated to the 
duke of Marlboreugky by col. Bladen, 

fL. Grim/l^. temptUOUl 
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temptuom treatment of Ireland in fome 
ck(\^{ goFvernor^ than that high ftyle of 
feveral fpeeches from the throne^ deli- 
vered as ufual after the royal affent^ in 
fome periods of the two laft reigns. Such 
exaggerations of the prodigious conde- 
fcenjions in the prince to pafs thofe good 
laws would have but an odd found at 
Wejiminjler : neither do I apprehend^ 
how a.ny good law can pafs, wherein the 
king^s intereft is not as much concerned 
as that of the people. I remember, after 
a fpeech on the like occafion delivered 
by my lord * WharWiy (I think it was 
his laft) he defired Mr. Addifoft to ajk my 
opinion on it : my anfwer was, 77jat his 
excellency had very honejlly forfeited his 
head on account of one paragraph ; 
wherein he ajferted^ by plain confequence^ 
a difpenfing power in the queen. His 
lordiliip owned // was truCy but Jwore 
the words were put into his jmuth by di- 
red: orders from court, From whence 
it is clear, that fome mimjlers in thofe 
times were apt from their high clcva- 

♦ LorJ lieutenant. 

tion 
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tion tD look dcwn upon this kingdom, 
as if it had been one of their colonies of 
wttafts in America, And I obferved a 
little of the fame turn of fpirit mfome 
great ment from whom I expeded bet- 
ter ; although, to do them juftice, it 
proved no point of difficulty to make 
them correSl their idea^ whereof the 
whole nation quickly found the benefit.— 
But that is forgotten. How the ftyle 
hath fince run, I am wholly a ftranger ; 
having never feen a Ipeech fince the laft 
of the queen. 

I would now expoftulate a little with 
our country landlords ; who, by un- 
meafurable fcrewing and racking their 
tenants all over the kingdom, have al- 
ready reduced the miferable people to a 
worfe condition than the peafants in 
France^ or the vajfals in Germany and 
Poland', fo that the whole fpecies of 
what we cslW fu6fiantial farmers, will 
in a very few years be utterly at an end. 
It was pleafant to obferve thefe gentle- 
men, labouring with all their might for 
preventing the bijhops from letting their 
revenues at a moderate half value 
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(whereby * the whole order would iri 
an age, have been reduced to manifeft 
beggary) at the very inftant, when they 
were every where canting + their own 
land upon fliort leaJes, and faeriiicing 
their oldeji tenants for a penny an acre 
advance. I know not how it comes to 
pafs, (and yet perhaps I know well e- 
nough^ ihaxjlaves have a natural difpo- 
fition to be tyrants, and that when my 
betters give me a kick, I am apt to re- 
venge it with fix upon my footman *y 
although perhaps he may be an honeft 
and diligent fellow. I have heard great 
divines affirm, that nothing isfo likely to 
call down an univerfal judgment from 
heaven upon a nation, as univerfal op- 
prejion ; and whether this be not al- 
ready verified in part, their worjbips the 
landlords are now at full leifure to cen- 
fider. Whoever travels this country, 
and obferves xh^face of nature, or the 
faces and habits and dwellings of the 

•Whereby, that is by ^r/- larging the pawtr of ^flttpsj 
venting the bifliops revenues vol. ix. * 
from being let at half value. f Canting their land is let- 
See this pofition explained ting it to the highefl bidder— 
and proved in the trad cant fignifies the fame as 
called Argumenti againjl en- auflim. 

natives^ 
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natives^ will hardly think himfelf in a 
land, where larjo^ religion^ or common 
humanity is profeiTed. 

I cannot forbear faying one word 
upon a tljtng they call a bafik^ which I 
hear is projedting in this town*. I never 
faw the propofals^ nor underftand any 
one particular of their fcheme : what I 
wifti for at prefent, is only a fufficient 
provifion of hemp^ and caps and bclhy 
to diftribute according to the feveral 
degrees of ho7ieJly and prudence mfome 
perjom. I hear only of a monftrous fum 
already named; and if others do not 
foon hear of it too, and hear with a 
vengeance^ then am I a gentleman of 
lefs fagacity than myfelf and a very 
few befides take me to be. And the jcft 
will be ftill the better, if it be true, as 
judicious perfons have affurcd me, that 
one half is altogether imaginary. The 
matter will be likewife much mended, 
if the merchants continue to carry off 
our gold, and our goldfmiths to melt 
down our heavy filvcr. 

• This projc£l for a lank in Inland was fuon afterwards 
brought into parliament, and rejected. 

c ^ 
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Penccj and how far every Perfon may be oblig- 
ed to take the fame in Payments, and how to 
behave himfelf, in cafe fuch an Attempt fliould 
be made by Wood, or any other Perfon. 

(Very proper to be kept in every Family.) 

By M- 5. D R A P I E R. 

Written in the Year 1724. 



About the year 1722, when Charles duke of Grafton was \ 
lord lieutenant of Ireland^ one WiUiam Woody an hard- 
ware-man and a bankrupt, alledging the great want of cop- : 
per money in that kingdom, procured a patent for coining ' 
108,000 1. to pafs there as current money. The dean believ- I 
ing this meafure to be a vile job from the b^inning to the ^ 
end, and that the chief procurers of the patent were to hk i 
(harers in the profits which would arife from the ruin of a 
kingdom, afTumed the charaSer of a Drapery which for fomc „ 
reafon he chofe to write Drapiery and in the following ^ 
Letters warned the people not to receive the coin whicE ^ 
wa^ then fent over. • i 




LETTER I. 

I 

TO THE 

Ira define fly Shopkeepers^ Farmers 

and Country-People iii General 

OF THE 

KINGDOMoF IRELAND. 



Bretbrerit Friends, Countrymen, and Fdlcrjo^ 
SubjeSfsy 

WHAT I intend now to fay to 
you, is, next to your duty to 
God and the care of your falvation, of 
the greateft concern to your felves and 
your children j your bread and clothings 
and every common neceflary of life 
entirely depend upon it. Therefore I 
do moft earneftly exhort you as men, as 
tbrijiians, as parents^ and as lovers of 
ymr country^ to read this paper with 
the utmofl attention, or get it read to 
you by others ; which that you may 
' do at the lefs expence, I have ordered 
the printer to fell it at the loweft rate. 

Cj It 



I 
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It IS a great fault among you, that, 
when a perfon writes with no other in- 
tention than to do you goody you will not 
be at the pains to read his advices. One 
copy of this paper may ferve a dozen 
of you, which will be lefs than a far- 
thing a-piece. It is your folly, that 
you have no common or general intereft 
in your view, not even the wifeft among 
you ; neither do you know, or enquire, 
or care, who are your friends^ or who 
are your enemies. 

About four years ago a little book 
was written to advife all people to wear 
the manufaEitires of this our own dear 
* country. It had no other defign, (aid 
nothing againft the hing or parliament^ 
or any perfon whatfoever ; yet the poor \ 
printer was profecuted two years with • 
the utmoft violence, and even fome 
weavers themfelves (for whofe fake it 
was written) being upon the JURY, 
found him guilty. This would be enough 
to difcourage any man from endeavour- 
ing to do you good, when you will ei- 
ther negledt him, or fly in his face for 

• A propafalfor the ufe of Irifli numufa^urti. 

2 his 
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Ills pains ; and when he muft exped only 
danger to himfelf^ and to be nned and 
impriibned, perhaps to his ruin. 

However, I cannot but warn you 
once more of the manifeft deflrudtion 
before your eyes, if you do not behave 
yourfelves as you ought. 

I will therefore firft tell you xh^ plain 
fiory of the faSi ; and then I will lay 
before you how you ought to a<St, in 
common prudence, according to the 
lofws fff your country. 

ThefaSl is this: It having been many 
years fince copper half-pence or far- 
things were lail coined in this king- 
dom, they have been for fomc time 
wry Scarce, and many counterfeits paf- 
fcd about under the name of raps : fe- 
,veral applications were made to Eng- 
land, that we might have liberty to coin 
WW ones, as in former times we did ; 
but they did not fuccced. At laft one 
Mr. Wood, a mean orditiary man, a 
hard-ware-dealer ^ procured a patent 
under his majcftys broad feal to coin 
108,000/. in copper for this kingdom ; 
which patent, however, did not oblige 
C 4 aii'j 
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any one here to take them, unlefs they 
pleafed. Now you muft know, that 
the half-fence and farthings in Rng- 
land pafs for very little more than they 
are worth : and, if you fhould beat 
them to pieces, and fell them to the 
brazier y you would not lofe much a-_ 
bove a penny in a fhilling. But Mr. 
Wood made his half-pe7ice of fuch bafe 
metaly and fo much fmaller than the 
Englijh ones, that the brazier would 
hardly give you above a penny of good 
money for 2i fhilling of his ; fo that this 
fum of 108,000/. in good gold and fil- 
ver muft be given for trafh^ that will 
not be worth above eight or nine thou- 
fand pounds real value. But this is not 
the worft ; for Mr. Woody when he 
pleafes, may by ftealth fend over a- 
nother 108,000/. and buy all our goods 
for eleven parts in twelve imder the va- 
lue. For example, if a hatter fells a 
dozen of hats iox five fhillings a-piece, 
which amounts to three pounds ^ and re- 
ceives the payment in Wood\ coin, he 
really receives only the value oi five 
fhillings. 

Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, you will wonder how fuch 
an ordinary fellowy as this Mr. Woody 
could have fo much intereft as to get 
his majesty's broad feal for fo great a 
fum of bad money to be fent to this 
poor country ; and that all the nobility 
and gentry here could not obtain the 
lame favour, and let us make our own 
half-pence^ as we ufed to do. Now I 
will make that matter very plain : we 
are at a great diftance from the king's 
court^ and have no body there to fblli- 
cit for us, although a great number of 
lords and fquires, whofe eftates are here, 
and are our countrymen, fpend all their 
lives 2.tA fortunes there : but this fame 
Mr. Wood was able to attend conftant- 
ly for his own intereft ; he is an En- 
glijhmany and had great friends, and 
it jeems knew very well where to give 
money to thofe, that would fpeak to 
others, that could fpeak to the kingy 
and would tell 2i fair Jiory. And his 
majejly, and perhaps tlic great lord, or 
lords who advifed him, might think it 
k was for our country s good ; and fo, as 
the lav/yers exprefs it, the king was de- 
ceived 
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ceived in his grant, which often hap- 
pens in all reigns. And I am fure if 
his rnajefty knew that fuch a patent, if 
it fhould take effedt according to the 
defire of Mr. Woody would utterly ruin 
this kingdom, which hath given fuch 
great proofs of its loyalty^ he would 
immediately recall it, and perhaps (hew 
his dilpleafure to feme body or other : 
but a word to the wtfe is enough, Moft of 
you muft have heard with what anger 
our honourable houfe of commons received 
an account of this Wood's patent. There 
were (cvtv?! fine fpeeches made upon it, 
and plain proofs, that it was all a wick" 
ed cheat from the bottom to the top ; 
and feveral /mart votes were printed, 
which that fame Wood had die affu- 
ranee to anfwer likewife in print y and 
ill fo confident a wav, as if he were a 
better man than our whole parliament 
put together. 

This Woody as foon as his patent was 
paffed, or foon after, fends over a great 
many barrels of thofe half-pence to Corky 
and other fea-port toumsy and to get 
them off offered an hundred pounds 

in 
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in his coin for feventy or eighty in fil- 
Ver : but the colleSiors of the king\ cuf- 
toms very honeftly refiifed to take them, 
and fo did almoft every body elfe. And 
fince the parliament hath condemned 
them, and defired the king that they 
might be Hopped, all the kingdom do 
abominate them. 

But Pf^ood is flill working under- 
hand to force his half-pence upon us ; 
and if he can, by the help of his friends 
in Englandy prevail fo far as to get an 
order, that the commijftoners and collec- 
tors of the king^s money fliall receive 
them, and that the army is to be paid 
with them, then he thinks his work 
(hall be dofie. And this is the difficulty 
you will be under in fuch a cafe j for 
the common foldier, when he goes 
to the market, or ale-houfe, will offer 
this money ; and, if it be refufed, per- 
haps he vr^ fuoagger and heSior^ and 
threaten to beat the butcher, or ale-ivifei 
or take the goods by force, and throw 
them the bad half-pence. In this, and 
the like cafes, the JJjot heper, oxviSlual- 
/?;•, or any otuci *rudcj.::an^ has no more 

to 
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to do, than to demand ten times th* 
price of his goods, if it is to be paid 
in JVood'% money ; for example, twenty 
pence of that money for a quart of ahy 
and fo in all things elfe, and not part 
with his goods till he gets the money. 

For fuppofe you go to an ale-houfe 
with that bale money, and the landlord 
giv-es you a quart for four of thofe balf- 
fificc^ what muft the viSlualler do ? 
his l>rrxer will not be paid in that coin, 
or if the brewer fhould be fuch a fool, 
the ftjrmcrs will not take it from them 
ibr their * htrcy becaufe they are bound, 
by their leaks, to pay their rents in good 
and hwful nioncv of England, which 
this is not, nor of Ireland ncitliery and 
I he ^yuJrf their landlord, will never 
be lv> bewitched to take fuch trajh for 
h-.> i,ri"ivi ; fo that it muft certainly ftop 
^^^i•5'iv\x here or other, and wherever it 
iKv-^ it is; the fame thing, and we are 

V>>c ^\^:r.nv« weight of thefe ialf- 
^^^l.v "1$ iv:\xx«i tour and live to an 
nX);Vv ; :; ;-;v^fe f.\\\ thai three £hil- 






lings 
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lings and four-pence will weigh a pound, 
and confequently twenty {hillings will 
weigh fix pounds butter weight. Now 
there are many hyixAx^^ farmer s^ who 
pay two hundred pounds a year rent ; 
therefore when one of thefe farmers 
comes with his half year's rent, which 
is one hundred pounds, it will be at 
leaft fix hundred pound weight, which 
is three horfes load. 

If a f quire has a mind to come to 
town to buy cloaths, and wine, and 
fpices for himfelf and family, or per- 
haps to pafs the winter here, he muft 
bring with him five or fix horfes loaden 
Vfithfacksy as the farmers bring their 
com ; and, when his lady comes in her 
coach to our fhops, it muft be followed 
by a car loaded with Mr. Wood\ mo- 
ney. And I hope we fhall have the 
grace to take it for no more than it is 
worth. 

They lay f quire Co7ioliy*hz.xhfixtee7% 
thoufand pounds a year; now if he fends 
for his rent to town, as it is likely he 
doth, he muft have two hundred and 

* Then fpeaker of the houfe of commons. 
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fifty horfes to bring up his half-year's 
rmt^ and two or three great cellars in 
his houfe for ftowage. But what the 
bankers will do, I cannot tell : for I am 
aflured, that fome great bankers keep 
by them forty thoufand pounds in ready 
cafh to anfwer all payments : which 
film, in Mr. Woo(f% money, would re- 
quire twelve hundred horfes to carry it. 
For my own part, I am already re- 
folved what to do : I have a pretty 
good fhop of Irijb fluffs and Jilks^ and 
inftead or taking Mr. WoocT^ bad cop- 
per, I intend to truck with my neigh- 
bours the butchers and bakers and brew- 
er s^ and the reft, goods for goods ; and 
the little gold zn&Jiher I have, I will 
keep by me, like my heart's blood, till 
better times, or until I am juft ready to 
ftarve, and then I will buy Mr. Wood's 
money, as my father did the brafs mo- 
ney in king James % time, whocoidd 
buy ten pounds of it with tl guinea ; and 
I hope to get as much for a pifiole^ and 
fo purchafe bread fi-om thofc, who will 
be fuch fools as to fell it me. 

Thefe 
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Thefe y-ftncti if they once pafi, 
wiilfocm be cmtnterfetted^hasLvSt it may 
be cheaply done, the fluff is £o bafe. 
The Dutch likewife wDl probably do 
the £uiie thing, and fend them over to 
ui to pay for aur goods ; and Mr. Wood 
will never be at refl, but coin on ; fo 
that in fome years \\ie (hall have at leaft 
five times 108,000/. of this lumber. 
Now the current money of tliis king- 
dom is not reckoned to be above four 
hundred thoufand pounds in all ; and 
while there is a Jiher fix-pence left, 
thefe blood-fuckers will never be quiet. 

When once the kingdom is reduced to 
luch a condition, I will tell you what 
mufl be the end : tlie gentlemen of 
efiates will all turn off their tenants for 
want of payments, becaufe, as I told you 
before, the tenants are obliged by their 
letfes to pay fierling^ which is lawful 
ciuxtnt money of England : then they 
will turn their own farmers, as too 
many of them do already ; run all into 
fi/eepi where they can, keeping only fuch 
ether cattle as are neceflary ; then they 
will be their own merchants, and fend 

their 
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their wooly and butter^ and hides t and //- 
Tien beyond fea for ready money ^ and 
winey and fpkeSy and ^/lir. They will 
keep only a few miferaWe cottagers : the 
farmers mufl r<?^, or ^^^, or lea've their 
country ; xh^Jhopkeepers in this and e- 
very other town muft break ^.vAJiarve ; 
for it is the landed man that maintains 
the merchant y 2s\.^ fiopkeeper^ and ban-' 
dicraftfman. 

But when the fquire turns farmer 
and merchant himfelf, all the good mo- 
ney he gets from abroad, he will hoard 
up to fend for England^ and keep fome 
poor taylor or weaver and the like in 
his own houfe, who will be glad to get . 
bread at any rate. 

1 fhould never have done, if I were 
to tell you all the miferies that we Ihall 
undergo, if we be io foolijh and wicked 
as to take this curfed coin. It would , 
be very hard, if all Ireland fhould be 
put into one fcahy and this forry fel- 
low Wood into the other; that Mr. 
Wood fliould weigh down this whole 
kingdom^ by which England gets above 
a million of good money every year 

clear 



Ideaf^ if pochetse and that is 

' more tlian the Engtijh do by all the 
world befides. 

^^^|it your great amfort is, that as his 
majdlfy's patent doth not oblige you to 
take this moneys io the lams have not 
0ven the cronon a power of forcing the 
JuijeSi to take what money the king 
pleads ; for then, by the lame reafon, 
we might be bound to take pebble-Jlonesy 

' or cockle-Jhells, or ft amped leather^ for 
current coin^ if ever we fhould happen 
to live under an ill prmce^ who might 
likewife, by the fame power, make a 
gtanea pafs for ten pounds^ 2i pilling for 
twenty JhillingSy and fo on ; by which 
he would, in a fhort time, get all the 
fiher and gold of the hngdoin into his 
own hands, and leave us nothing but 
hrafs or leather^ or what he pleafed. 
Neither is any thing reckoned more 

; cruel and opprejftve in the French go- 
vernment, than their common practice 
of calling in all their money, after they 
have (link it very low, and then coin- 
ing it a-new at a much higher value ; 
which, however, is not the thou- 
D fandxk 
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fandth part fo wicked as this abomi- 
nable frojeSi of Mr. Wood. For the 
French give their fubjeds filver for fil- 
ver^ and gold for gold ; but xhisfellvm 
will not fo much as give us good brafs 
or copper for omy gold iind Jiher^ not 
even a twelfth part of their worth. 

Having faid this much, I will now 
go on to tell you the judgment of fome 
great lawyers in this matter ; whom I 
itc6. on purpofe for your fakes, and got 
their opiniom under their hands, that i 
might be fure I went upon good grounds. 

A famous law-book, called the mir- 
rour of juftice, difcourfing of the char" 
ters (or laws) ordained by our ancienc 
kings, declares the law to be as follmsos i 
it was ordained^ that fio king of this realm \ 
JJ^ottld change or impair the money, of \ 
tnake any other money than of gold or ^ 
iilvcr, without the ajfent of allthecoun^ 
tics ; that is, as my lord Coke * faySf 
without the ajfent of parliament. 

U'his book is very ancient, and of 
great authority for the time in wl 
it was written, and with that chara< 

* I Inft. 576. 
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is often quoted by that ^eat lawyer 
my lord Coke *. By the laws of Eng- 
land kvexzi metals are divided into law- 
ful or true metal, and unlawful ov falfe 
metal', the former comprehends j?/z;^r 
KXgohly the latter all bafer metals ; that 
the fonner is only to paft in payments, 
appears by an a<3: oi parliament f made 
the twentieth yeir of Edward the firft, 
called, the fiat ute concerning thepajing 
6f pence ; which I give you here as I 
got it tranflated into Englijh ; for fome 
of our knios at that time were, as I am 
told, written in latin : Whoever in buying 
or felling prefumes to refufe an half -penny 
^farthing of lawful money, bearing the 
fiamp which it ought to have, let him be 
feizedon as a contemner of the king s ma- 
jefly^ and caft into prifon. 

By this flatute, no perfon is to be 
reckoned a contemner of the kings ma- 
jefty, and for that crime to be commit- 
ted to prifon, but he who rcfufeth to 
accept the king's coin made of lawful 
inetal', by which, as I obferved before, 
fiher and gold only are intended. 
I »• t a loft. 577* 

2 TWt 
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That this is the true conftruSiion of 
the aSi^ appears not only from the plain 
meaning of the words, but from my 
lord Cokes* obfervation upon it. By this 
ad (fays he) it appears, that no fubjedt 
can be forc'd to take in buying, ot fel- 
lings or other paymenty any money made 
but of lawful metal ; that is, oi fiver 
or gold. 

The law of England gives the king 
all mines of gold and fiver ; but not 
the mines of other metals ; the reafba 
of which prerogative or power y as it 
is given by my lord Coke -f-, is becaufe 
money can be made of gold and fiver ^ 
but not of other metak. 

Purfuant to this opinion half-pence 
and farthings were anciently made of 
fiver y which is evident from the ad of 
parliament of Henry the fourth, chap. 4. 
whereby it is enaded as follows : Item^ 
for the great fear city that is at prefent 
within the realm of England of half- 
pence and farthings of filver, // is or- 
dained and efablifjedy that the third 
part of all the money of (ilver plate 

♦ 2 Infl. 577. + 2 Inft. 577. 

which 
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^whicJ^ irougbt to the bulliont 

^jaii be made into half-pence and ^- 
things. This (hews, that by the words 
half-penny zndi farthing of lawful mo- 
ley in xhsX-Jiatute concerning thepaf- 
Jing of pence, is meant a fmall coin in 
half "pence 2nd. farthings oi fiver. 

This is further manifeft from the fta- 
tute of the ninth year of Edward the 
third, chap. 3. which ena<Ei:s, that no 
fierling half-penny or farthing be molten 
for to make vejfelsy or any other thing 
by the goldfmiths, nor others^ upon the 
forfeiture of the money fo molten (or 
melted,) 

By another ad in this king's reign, 
black money was not to be current in 
England^ And, by an ad made in the 
^de\Tnth year of his reign, cliap. 5. 
galUy half-pence were not to pafs : 
what kind of coin thefe were, I do not 
know ; but I prefume they were made 
of bafe metal. And thefe ads were no 
new kevos^ but further declarations of 
the old laws relating to the coin. 

Thus the law ftands in relation to 

fflw. Nor is there any example to the 

D 3 coiittai'^. 
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contrary, except one in Davis's reports, 
who tells us, that, in the "time of 
lyrones rebellion, queen Elizabeth or-r 
dered tnoney of mixed metal to be coin- 
ed in the Tower of London, and lent 
over hither for the payment of th^ ar^ 
my, obliging all people to receive it \ 
and commanding that sXlJilver money 
{hould be taken only as bullion ; that is, 
for as much as it weighed. Davis tells 
us feveral particulars in this matter, too 
long here to trouble you with, and that 
^Q privy council oi this kingdom oblig- 
ed a merchant in England to receive 
this mixt money for goods tranfmitted 
hither. 

But this proceeding is rejeded by all 
the beft lawyers, as contrary to law, 
the privy council here having nQ fucft 
legal power. And, befides, it is to be 
confidered, that the queen was then 
under great difficulties by a rebellion 
in this kingdom aflifted from Spain ; 
and whatever is don? in great exigences 
and dangerous times, fbould never be 
an example to proceed by in feafons of 
peace and quiet ftefs^ 

I will 
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I will now, my dear friends, to lave 
you the trouble, fet before you in fhort, 
what the laiv obliges you to do, and 
what it does not oblige you to. 

Firft, you are obliged to take all mo- 
ney in payments which is coined by 
the kingy and is of the Englijh ftandard 
or weight, provided it be of gold or 
jiher. 

Secondly, you are not obliged to 
take any money which is not of gold 
or fiher ; not only the half-pence or 
farthings of Englandy but of any other 
country. And it is merely for conve- 
mence, or eale, that you are content to 
take theqi ; becaufe the cuftom of coin- 
ing filver half-pence zxA farthings hath 
ha^ been left off ; I fuppofe on ac- 
count of their being fubjed to be loft. 

Thirdly, much lefs are we obliged 
to take thofe vile half-pence of that fame 
Jf^ood, by which you muft lofe almoft 
eleven pence in every (hilling. 

Therefore, my friends, ftand to it 

one and all : refiife x}[^s filthy trap. It 

is no treafbn to rebel againft Mr. Wood, 

His majeflyy in his patent, obliges no 

D 4 body 
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body to take thefe half-pence : our gr 
cious prince hath no luch ill advifers 
bout him ; or, if he had, yet you fi 
the laws have not left it in the kin^ 
power to force us to take any coin b 
what is lawful, of right ftandard, g( 
and filver. Therefore you have x 
thing to fear. 

And let me in the next place ap| 
myfelf particularly to you, vi^ho \ 
the poorer fort of trade/men. Perhj 
you may think, you will not be To gr' 
lofers as the rich, if thefe half-pa. 
{hould pafs; becaufe you feldom 
any filver^ and your cuftomers come 
your fhops or ftalls with nothing 1 
brafs^ which you likewife find hard 
be got. But you may take my wo 
whenever this money gains footing 
mong you, you will be utterly undo 
If you carry thefe half-pence to a (l 
for tobacco^ or brandy^ or any ot 
thing that you want ; the {hopkee 
will advance his goods accordingly, 
elfe he muft break, and leave the 
under the door. Do you think I uill^ 
you a yard of ten-penny fluff for tw 
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tf of Mr. WoodV half-pence f No^ not 
under two hundred at leafi ; neither 
mU I be at the trouble of countings but 
weigh them in a lump. I will tell you 
one thing further, that if Mr. Wood\ 
projed fhould take, it would ruin even 
our beggars ; for when I give a beggar 
a half-penny, it will quench his thirft, 
or go a good way to fill his belly ; but 
the twelfth part of a half-penny will do 
him no more fervice, than if I fhould 
give him three pins out of my fleeve. 
In fhort, thefe half-pence are like the 
eccurfed things which, as ^<tfcripture 
tells us, the children^ of Ifrael were for- 
bidden to touch. They will run about 
like the plague, and dejiroy every one 
^ho lays his hands upon them. I have 
heard fcholars talk of a man who told 
the king, that he had invented a way 
to torment people by putting them in- 
to a bull of brafs with fire under it : 
but the prince put the proje&or firft in- 
to his brazen bull to make the experi- 
ment. This very much refembles the 
projeSt of Mr. Womi\ and the like of 
this may pofTibly be Mr, fVood*s fate ; 

that 
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that the brafs he contrived to torment 
this kingdom with, may prove his own 
torment, and his deftrudion at laft. 

N, B, The author of this paper is 
informed by perfbns, who have made 
it their bu^efs to be exadl in their ob- 
iervations on the true value of thefe 
half-pencBy that any perfon may exped 
to get a quart di pwo-p^nny aU fov thirty 
Jix of them* 

I defire that aU families may keep 
this paper carefully by them to refrem 
their memories, whenever they fliall 
have farther notice of Mr. Wood's half- 
pence, or any other the like impofture. 
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w^ Letter to Mr, Harding 

the Printer^ 

UPON OCCASION OF 

/# Paragraph in bis News-Paper of 
Auguft the Firjly 1724, 

RELATING TO 

Mr. Wood's Half-pence. 

IN your news-letter of the firft inflant 
there is a paragraph, dated from Lon- 
don July 25 th relating to Wood\ half- 
pence ; whereby it is plain, what I fore- 
told in my letter to thejhopkeepersy etc, 
lliat this vile fellow would never be at 
reft ; and that the danger of our niin 
approaches nearer; and therefore the 
kingdom requires newzxiAfre/bwarning, 
However, I take this paragraph to be, 
in a great meafure, an impofition upon 
the publick ; at lead I hope fo, becauie 

I am 
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I am informed that Wood is generally 
his own news-writer ; I cannot but ob- 
ferve from that paragraph, that this 
publick enemy of ours, not fatisfied to 
ruin us with his trafb^ takes every occa- 
lion to treat this kingdom with the ut- 
moft contempt. He reprefents feveral 
of our merchants and traders^ upon ex- 
amination before a committee of council^ 
agreeing^ that there was the utmoji 
necej/ity of copper money here, before 
his patent ; fo that feveral gentlemen 
bav^ been forced to tally with their work' 
men, and give them bits of cards fealed 
and fubfcribed with their names. What 
then ? If a phyfician prefcribe to a pa- 
tient a dram of phyfick, fhall a rafeal- 
apothecary cram him with a pound, and 
mix it up with poyfonf and is not a 
landlord's hand and feal to his own la- 
bourers a better fecurity for five or ten 
{hillings than Woed^% brafs, ten times 
below the real value, can be to the king- 
dom for an hundred and eight thou^ 
iand pounds ? 

But who are thefe merchants and 
traders of Ireland that made this report 

of 
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of the utmoft necejity we are under for 
topper money f they are only a few be- 
trayers of their country, confederates 
m^ Wood:^ from whom they are to 
purchaie a great quantity of his coin, 
perhaps at half the price that we are to 
take it, and Vend it among us, ' to the 
rain of the publick, and their own pri- 
vate advantages. ' Are not thefe excel- 
lent witnefles, upon whofe integrity the 
fate of the kingdom muft depend, evi- 
dences in their own caufe, and fharers 
in this work of iniquity ? 

If we could have deferved the liberty 
of coining for ourfelves, as we formerly 
did, and why we have it not, is every 
body s wonder, as well as mine, ten thou- 
^d pounds might have been coined 
here in Dublin of only one fifth below 
the intrinfick value, and this fum, with 
the (lock of half-pence we then had, 
would have been fufficient : but Wood, 
by his emiflkries, enemies to God and 
this kingdom, hath taken care to buy 
up as many of our old half-pence as he 
could ; and from thence the prefent 
want of change arifes ; to remove which 
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by Mr. JVoo^% remedy, would be t 
cure a fcrateh oH the finger by cutdc 
off the arm. But fuppofihg there wei 
not one farthing of change in the who 
nation, I will maintain^ that five ar 
twenty thou^d pounds would be afuj 
fully flifficient to anfwer all our occ 
fixms. I am no inconfiderable fho] 
keeper in this town, I have difcourfi 
with feveral of my own, and oth 
trades, with biany gentlemen both 
city and country, and alfo with gre 
numbers of farmers^ cottagers, and 1 
bourers, who all agree, that two lb 
lings in change for every femily wou 
be more than neceflary in all dealing 
Now, by the largeft computation (ev< 
before that grievous difcouragement 
agriculture^ -f- which hath fo much h 
fened our numbers) the fouls in tl 
kingdom are computed to be one m: 
lion and a half; which, allowing i 
to a family, makes two hundred and £ 
ty thoufand families, and confequent 
two {hillings to each family will 
mount only to five and twenty tho 

t Petbaps the prohibitioD from ploughing, fee page 2, 

fai 
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£uul pounds ; whereas this honefi^ libe- 
ral^ bard-ware-man^ ff^eod, would im- 
pofe upon us above four times that fum. 

Your paragraph relates further, that 
ffir Ifaac Newton reported an ajfay ta- 
ken at the Tower of Wooefz metal ; by 
which it appears, that fyood had in all 
r^eBs performed his contraSi, His 
contiad: I with whom? was it with the 
parliament or people of Ireland f are 
not they to be the purchafers ? but they 
deteft, abhor, and rejed it as corrupt, 
fraudulent, mingled with dirt and traih. 
Upon which he grows angry, goes to 
law, and will impofe his goods upon 
us by force* 

But your news-letter fays, that an 
t^ay was made of the coin. How im- 
pudent and infupportable is this 1 Wood 
takes care to coin a dozen or two half- 
pence of good metal, fends them to 
the Tower^ and they are approved, and 
thefe muft anllver all that he hath al- 
ready coined, or fhall coin for the fu- 
ture. It is true, indeed, that a gen- 
deman often fends to my fhop for a 
pattern of ftuffj I cut it fairly off, 

and. 



48 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 

and if he likes it, he comes^ or fehds^ 
and compares the pattern with the 
whole piece, and probably we eome to 
a bargain. But if I were to buy an 
hundred fheep, and the grazier fhould 
bring me one fingle wether fat and 
well fleec'd, by way of pattern^ and 
exped the fame price round for the 
whole hundred, without fufFering mc 
to fee them before he was paid, or giv- 
ing me good fecurity to reftore my mo- 
ney for thofe that were lean^ ot Jborfty 
otfcabbyy I would be none of his cu- 
ftomer. I have heard of a man who 
had a mind to fell his houfe, and there- 
fore carried a piece of brick in his poc- 
ket, which he fhewed as a pattern to 
encourage purchafers ; and this is di- 
redly the cafe in point with Mr. Woo^% 
affay. 

The next part of the paragraph con- 
tains Mr. Wooc^% voluntary propofals 
for preventing any further obj^Hom or 
apprebenjions. 

His firfl propofal is, that whereas he 
bath already coined feventeen thoufand 
pounds^ and has copper prepared to make 

it 
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it up forty thoufand pounds^ he will be 
tmtent to coin no mofe^ unlefs the exi- 
gences OP TRADE REQUIRE IT, al- 
though bis patent impvmers him to coin a 
^ar greater quantity^ 

To which if I were to anfwer, it 
ihould be thus : let Mr. TP'ood and his 
crew of founders and tinkers coin on, 
till there is not an old kettle left in the 
kingdom ; let them coin old leather^ 
tobacco-pipe-clay, or the dirt in the 
ftreet, and call their trumpery by what 
name they pleafe^ from a guinea to a 
fartlung ; we are not under any concern 
to know how he and his tribe of ac- 
complices think fit to employ them- 
(clves. But I hope, and truft, that we 
are all to a man fully determined to have 
nothing to do with him or his ware. 

The king has given him a patent to 
coin half-pence, but hath not obliged 
us to take them ; and I have already 
/hewn in my letter to the fhopkeepers 
etc. that the law hath not left it in the 
power o£ the prerogative to compel the 
(iibjed to take any money, befides gold 

£ and 
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and - filver of the right fterling and 
ftandard. 

Wood further propofes, (if I under- 
iland him right, for his expreilions are 
dubious) that be will not coin above forty 
tbouf and pounds, unlefs the exigences of 
trade require it. Firft, I obferve that 
this (urn oi forty tbouf and pounds is al- 
moft double to what I proved to be fuf- 
ficient for the whole kingdom, although 
we had not one of our old half-pence 
left. Again, I a(k, who is to be judge, 
when the exigences of trade require it f 
Without doubt he means bimfelf \ for ; 
as to us of this poor kingdom, who muft « 
be utterly ruined if this projeA fhould { 
fucceed, we were never once confiilted 
till the matter was over, and he wifl 
judge of oui* exigences by his own ; 
neither will thcfe be ever at an end, till 
he and his accomplices fhall think they 
have enough : and it now appears that 
he will not be content with all our gold 
and lilver, but intends to buy up our 
goods and manufadures with the fame 
coin. 

IfhaU 
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i fliiall not enter into examination of 
the prices, for which he now propofes 
to fell his half-pence, or what he calls 
his copper, by the pound ; I have faid 
enough of it in my former letter, and it 
hath likewife been confidered by others. 
It is certain, that by his own firft com- 
putation we were to pay three fhil- 
lings for what was intrinfically worth 
but one, although it had been of the 
trae weight and ftandard for which he 
pretended to have contradcd ; but there 
is fo great a difference both in weight 
and badnefs in feveral of his coins, that 
ibme of them have been nine in ten be- 
low the intrinfick value, and moft of 
them fix or feven. 

His laft propofal being of a peculiar 
ftrain and nature, deferves to be very 
particularly confidered both on account 
of the matter and the ftyle. It is as fol- 
lows : 

Laftly, In confideration of the direful 
apprehenfions which prevail in Ireland, 
that Mr. Wood will by fuch coinage 
drain them of their gold and Jiher ; he 
propofes to take their inajiufaSlures in 
E 2 exchange^ 
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exchange^ and that no per/on be obliged 
to receive more than five-pence half -penny 
at one payment. # 

Firft, obferve this little impudent 
hard-ware-man turning into ridicule the 
direful apprehenfions of a whole king- 
dom^ priding himfelf as the caufe of 
them, and daring to preicribe (what np 
king of England ever attempted) how 
far a whole nation fhall be obliged to 
take his brafs coin. And he has realpn 
to infult : for fure there was never aa 
example in hiftory of a great kingdom 
kept in awe for above a year, in daily , 
dread of utter deftrud:ion, not by ft J 
powerful invader at the head of twentj j 
thoufand men, not by a plague or it i 
famine, not by a tyrannical prince (for j 
we never had one more gracious) oc 1 
a corrupt adminiftration, but by one ; 
fingle, diminutive, insignificant me> 
chanick. 

But to go on : to remove our direful 
apprehenfions^ that he will drain us of 
cur gold and filver by his coinage y this 
little arbitrary mock-monarch moft gra- 
ciously offers to take our manufaSlures 

0$ 
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in exchange. Are our Irijh underftand- 
mgs indeed fo low in his opinion ?• Is 
not this the very mifery we complain 
of; that his curfed projed will put us 
under the neceffity of felling our goods 
for what is equal to nothing ? How 
would fuch a propofal found from 
frame or Spain^ or any other country 
with which we traffick, if they fhould 
offer to deal with us only upon this con- 
dition, that we fhould take their money 
at ten times higher than the intrin- 
fick value ? Doe« Mr. Wood think, for 
inftance, that we v/ill fell him a ftone 
of wool for a parcel of his counters not 
worth fix-pence^ when we can fend it to 
England^ and receive as many fhillings 
in gold and filver ? Surely there was ne- 
ver heard fuch a compound of impU' 
dence, villainy, and folly. 

His propo^s conclude with perfed 
high treafon. He promifes, that no per- 
fonjball be obliged to receive more than 
ffoe-fence half penny of his coin in one 
payment. By which it is plain, th^ he 
pretends to oblige every fubjed in this 
kingdom to take fo much in every pay- 
jBj xnent. 
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ment, if it be offered ; whereas his pa^r 
tent obliges no man, nor can the prero- 
gative by law claim fuch a power, as 
I have often obferved ; fo that here Mr. 
JVogd takes upon him the entire legijla- 
ture^ and an abfolute dominion over the 
properties of the whole nation. 

Good God ! who are this wretch'^ 
a4vifersf who are hS&fupporters^ abet- 
tors, encouragers, or Jharers? Mr. Wood 
will oblige me to take five-pence half- 
penny of his brafs in every payment, 
And I will fhoot Mr. Wood and his 
deputies through the head like high- 
waymen or houfe-breakersy if they dare ' 
to force one farthing of their coin oOf \ 
me in the payment of anhundrcd pounds, \ 
It is no lofs of honour to fubmit to the j 
lion -y but who, with the figure of a I 
man, can think with patiepce of being. \ 
devoured alive by a rat ^ He has laid a . 
tax upon the people of Ireland of fe- \ 
venteen (hillings at leaft in the pound : a 
tax, 1 lay, not only upon lands, but inte- 
reft-money , goods, manufad:ures,the hire 
pf handicraftfmen,labourers, and fervants^ \ 
Shopkeepers, look to yourfelves ! Woo<§ i 

will ' 
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•will oblige and force you to take five- 
pence half-penny of his trafli in every 
payment; and many of you receive 
twenty, thirty, forty payments in one 
day, or elle you can hardly find bread : 
and pray confider how much that will 
amount to in a year; twenty times five- 
pence half-penny is nine (hillings and 
two-pence, which is above an hundred 
and fixty pounds a year, wherein you 
will be loiers of at leafl one hundred 
and forty pounds by taking your pay- 
ments in his money. If any of you be 
content to deal with Mr. Woodo\\. fuch 
conditions, they may ; but for my 
own particular, let bis money perijh with 
Hm. If the famous Mr. Hambden rather 
choie to go to prifbn, than pay a few 
(hillings to king Charles I. without au- 
thority of parliament ; I will rather 
diufe to be hanged than have all my 
fubftance taxed at feventeen fhillings in 
the pound at the arbitrary will and 
pleafure of the venerable Mr. Wood, 

The paragraph concludes thus: N. B. 

(that is to fay, nota bene, or mark well) 

No evidence appeared from Ireland, or 

E 4 elfewherey 
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elfewhere, to prove the mifchiefs cofn^ 
plained ofy or any abufes whatfoe/ver com- 
mitted in the execution of the f aid grant. 
The impudence of this remark ex- 
ceeds all that went before. Firft, the 
houfe of commons in Ireland^ which 
reprefents the whole people of the king-? 
dom; and fecondly, the privy-coun- 
cil addrefled his majefty againft thcfe 
half-pence : what could be done more 
to exprefs the univerfal fenfe of the na- 
tion ? If his copper were diamonds, 
and the kingdom were entirely againft 
it, would not that be fufficient to rejed 
it ? Muft a committee of the whole houfe 
pf commons, and our whole privy-coun- 
cil, go over to argue pro and con with 
Mr. Wood f To what end did the king 
give his patent for coining halfpence 
in Ireland f was it not, becaufe it was 
reprefented to his facre4 majefty, that 
fuch a coinage would be of advantage 
to the good of this kingdom, and of 
^U his fubjeds here ? It is to the pa^ 
tentee's peril, if his reprefentation be 
^fe, and the execution of his patent 
b^ fraudulent and corrupt. Is he fo 

wicked 
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wicked and fooliih to think, that his 
patent was given him to ruin a million 
and a half of people^ that he might be 
a gainer of three or fourfcore thoufand 
pounds to himfelf ? Before he was at 
the charge of paffing a patent, much 
more of raking up Co much filthy drofs, 
and ftamping it with his maj?fty*s image 
and fuperfcriptiony fhould he not iirft 
in common fenfe, in common equity, 
and common manners have confulted 
the principal party concerned ; that is 
to fiiy, the people of the kingdom, the 
houfe of lords, or commons, or the 
privy-council ? If any foreigner fhould 
afk us, whofe image and fuperfcription 
there is on Wood\ coin ? we fhould be 
•afhamed to tell him, it was Cafars. In 
that great want of copper halfpence 
which he alledges we were, our city 
let up our Ccefar^ -f flatue in excellent 
copper at an expence, that is equal in 
value to thirty thoufand pound of his 
coin ; and we will not receive his image 
in worfe metal. 

I obferve many of our people putting 
a melancholy cafe on this fubjed:. It is 

f Aaequefirian ftatue oS George I. zt EJfex-bridge^DuhUn. 
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true, fay they, we are all undone if 
Wood'% half-^pence muft pafs j but what 
fhall we do, if his majefty puts out a 
proclamation commanding us to take 
them ? This hath often been dinned in 
my ears. But I defire my countrymen 
to be afTured that there is nothing in it. 
The king never ifllies out 2Lproclamation 
but to enjoin what the law permits him. 
He will not ifliie out z. proclamation 
againfl law ; or if fuch a thing fhould 
happen by a miftake, we are no more 
obliged to obey it than to run our heads 
into the fire. Befides, his majefty will 
never command us by a proclamation^ 
what he does not offer to command us 
in the patent itfelf. There he leaves it 
to our difcretion ; fo that bur defljruc- 
tion muft be entirely owing to ourfelves. 
Therefore let no man be afraid of a 
proclamation^ which willnever be grant- 
ed ; and if it fliould, yet upon this 
occafton will be of no force. The 
king's revenues here are near four hun- 
dred thouland pounds a year. Can you 
think his minifters will advife him to 
take them in Wood\ brafs, which will 

reduce 
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leduce the value to fifty thoufand 
pounds ? England gets a million Jiier- 
Hng by this nation ; which, if this 
projed: goes on, will be almofl reduced 
to nothing : and do you thinly thofe, 
who live in E,ngland upon Irijb eftates, 
will be content to take an eighth of 
tenth part by being paid mWood'% drofs ? 
If Wood and his confederates were 
not convinced of our ftupidity, they 
never would have attempted ib audaci- 
ous an eiiterprize. He now fees a fpirit 
hath been railed againft him, and he only 
watches till it begins to flag : he goes 
about watching when to devour us. He 
hopes we ihall be weary of contending 
with him ; and at laft out of ignorance 
or fear, or of being perfedly tired with 
oppofition, we fhall be forced to yields 
and therefore, I confefs, it is my chief 
endeavour to keep up your fpirits and 
refentments. If I tell you there is a pre- 
cipice under you, and that if you go for- 
wards you will certainly break your 
necks ; if I point to it before your eyes, 
mufl I be at the trouble of repeating it 
every morning ? Are our people's hearts 

iBaxed 
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voaxedgrofsf zi^ their ears dult of bear- 
ing f 2006. have they ckfed their eyes P I 
fear there are ibme few vipers among 
us, who for ten or twenty pounds ^in 
would fell their (buls and their country ; 
although at laft it fhould end in their 
own ruin, as well as ours. Be not like 
the deaf adder ^ who refufeth to' hear the 
voice of the charmer y charm he never fo 
wifely. 

Although my letter be direded to 
you, Mr. Harding^ yet I intend it for 
all my countrymen. I have no intereft 
in this affair, but what is common to 
the publick : I can live better than ma- 
ny others : I have fome gold and filver 
by me, and a fhop well furnifhed ; and 
mall be able to make a fhift, when many 
of my betters are ftarving. But I am 
grieved to iee the coldnefs and indiffe- 
rence of many people, with whom I dif- 
courfe. Some are afraid of a proclama- 
tion'y others fhrug up their fhoulders, and 
cry. What would you have us to do ? 
Some give out, there is no danger at all : 
others are comforted, that it will be a 
common calamity, and they fhall fare 

no 
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no worfe than their neighbours. Will a 
man, who hears midnight robbers at his 
door, get out of bed and raife his ^nuly 
for a common defence ; and fhall a 
whole kingdom lie in a lethargy, while 
Mr. Wood comes at the head of his 
confederates to rob them of all th^ 
have, to ruin us and our pofteH^, for 
ever ? If a highwayman meets you on 
the road, you give him your money to 
fave your life ; but God be thanked, 
Mr. Wood cannot touch a hair of yoiu* 
heads. You have all the laws of God 
and man on your fide : when he or his 
accomplices offer you his drofs, it is 
but faying m^ and you are fafe. If a mad 
man mould come into my fhop with a 
handful of dirt raked out of the kennel, 
and offer it in payment for ten yards of 
fhiff, I would pi^, or laugh at him ; 
or, if his behaviour deferved it, kick 
himoutofmy doors. And if Mr, ^wa^ 
comes to demand my gold and filver, 
KX commodities for which I have paid 
my gold and filver, in exchange for his 
tra{^ can he deferve or exped better 
treatment ? 

Whtiv 
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When the evil day is come (if it mud 
come) let us mark and obferve thole, 
who prefiime to offer thefe half-pence 
in payment. Let their names and trades, 
and places of abode, be made publick, 
that every one may be aware of them, 
as betrayers of their country, and con- 
federates with Mr. Wood, Let them be 
watched at markets and fairs ; and leC 
the firft honefl difcoverer give the word 
about, that Afr. Wood'% half-pence have 
been offered, and caution the poor in- 
nocent people not to receive them. 

Perhaps I have been too tedious ; but 
there would never be an end, if I at- 
tempted to fay all that this melancholy 
fubjed: will bear. I will conclude with 
humbly offering one propofal ; which, 
if it were put into pralftice, would blow 
up this dcftrudtive projedt at once. Let 
fome fkilful, judicious pen draw up an 
advertifement to the foUov/ing purpofe : 

Whereas one William Wood, hard- 
ware-man^ now or lately fojourning in 
the city of London, hath^ by many mif- 
reprefentfltionSy frocured a patent for 
coining an hundred and eight thoufand 

pounds 
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pounds in copper half-pence for this king" 
dam ; which is afum five times greater 
than our occafions require : And whereas 
it is notorious^ that thefaid Wood hath 
coined his half -pence of fuch bafe metaly 
and falfe weighf, that they are at leafl 
fix parts in feven below the real value : 
And whereas we have reafon to appre- 
bendy that the faid Wood may at any 
time hereafter clandeftinely coin as many 
more half 'pence as heplea/es : And where- 
as the faid patent neither dothy nor can 
oblige his majefly s fubje&s to receive the 
faid half -pence in any payment ^ but leaves 
it to their voluntary choice ; becaufe by 
km the fubjeSi cannot be obliged to take 
any tnoneyy except gold or filver : And 
whereas y contrary to the letter and mean- 
ing of the faid patent y thefaid Wood 
hath declaredy that every perfon fhall be 
obliged to take five-pence half-penny of 
his coin in every payment: And whereas 
the houfe of commons y and privy-councily 
have feverally addrejfed hit mofi facred 
maiefiyy reprefenting the ill confequences 
which the faid coinage may have upon 
this kingdom : Andy lafilyy whereas it is 

univerfally 
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unvoerfally agreed ^ that the whole nation 
to a man (except Mr, Wood, and his 
cotifederates) are in the utmofi appre- 
henjions of the ruinous confequences that 
muji follow from thefaidcovasi^'y There- 
fore wey whofe names are underwritten^ 
heing perfons of confiderable eflates in 
this hingdomy and refiders thereiny da 
unanimoufly refolve arid declare, that we 
ijoill never receive one farthing or half" 
penny of the f aid WoodV coining ; and 
that we will direSi all our tenants to re-^ 
fufe the f aid coin from any perfon what-^ 
foever ; of which that they may not bt 
ignoranty we have fent them a copy ^ 
this advertifement to be read to tbm^ 
by our flewardsy receiver Sy etc. 

I could wifh, that a paper of this nar 
ture might be drawn up, and figned 
by two or three hundred principal gen- 
tlemen of this kingdom ; and printed 
copies thereof fent to their feveral te- 
nants. 1 am deceived if any thing could 
{boner defeat this execrable defign of 
Woody and his accomplices. This would 
immediately give the alarm, and fet 
the kingdom on their guard} this would 
* gjvc 
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give courage to the meaneft tenant and 
cottager. How long^ Lord, righte- 
ous and true^ etc. 

I mufl tell you in particular, Mr.flard- 
ingy that you are much to blame. Seve- 
ral hundred perfons have enquired at 
^our houfe for my Letter to the Jhop- 
keepers, etc. and you had none to fell 
theift. Pray keep yourfelf provided with 
that Letter, and with this : you have 
got very well by the former ; but I did 
not then write for your fake, any more 
than I do now. Pray advertife both in 
every news-paper ; and let it not be 
your fault or mine, if our countrymen 
vwll not take warning. I defire you like- 
wife to fell them as cheap as you can. 

/ amyour fervant, 

M. B. 
Aug. 4, 1724. 
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SOME 

OBSESVATIONS 

UPON A PAPER, CALLED 

The Report of the Committee 

OF THE 

Moji Honourable the Pfivy-Cotinfil 

in ENGLAND, 
Relating to W d o d ' j Half -pence* . 

TO THE 

NoDiLiTY and Gentry of theKingd< 
of I R E L A N a 

HAVING already written two letters 
to the people of my own level and 
condition, and having now very preffing i 
occalion for writing a third ; I thought \ 
I could not more properly addrefs it thaoi 
to your lordJJjips and worJJjips. ^ 

The occalion is this : a printed pa- ] 
per was fent to me on the 1 8th inftant, \ 

entitled, 




L E T T E R Iir. 67 

entitled, y^ report of the committee of the 
lords of bis majejiys mofi honourable •^xi- 
vy-council in England relating to Mr. 
WoodV half -pence and farthings. There 
is no mention made where the paper 
was printed ; but I fuppofe it to have 
been in Dublin : and I have been told, 
that the copy did not come over in the 
Gazette, but in the London journal^ 
or fomc other print of no authority or 
coniequence. And, for any thing that 
legally appears to the contrary, it may 
be a contrivance to fright us ; oi 2. fro- 
jtB of fbme printer, who hath a mind 
to make a penny by publifhing fome- 
diing upon a fubjed, which now em- 
^oys all our thoughts in this kingdom, 
Mr. PFoody in publifhing this paper, 
would infinuate to the world, as if the 
cemmttee had a greater concern for his 
dtdit, and private emolument, than for 
Ac honour of the privy-council^ and 
both boufes of parliament here, and for 
Ac quiet and welfare of this whole 
kbgdom ; for it ieems intended a vin- 
dication of Mr. Wood, not without fe- 
F 2 veral 
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veral fevere reflexions on the houfes of 
lords and cotmnons of Ireland. 

The whole is indeed written with 
the turn and air of a pamphlet ; as if 
it were a difpute between William Wood 
on the one part, and the lords jujlices, 
frivy-councily and both houfes of parlia- 
ment on the other : the defign of it be- 
ing to clear William Woody and to 
charge the other iide with calling rafli. 
and groundlefs afperfions upon him. 

But if it be really what the title im- 
ports, Mr. Wood hath treated the com» 
mittee with great rudenefs by publifli- , 
ing an adt of theirs in fo unbecoming a ' 
manner, without their leave, and before it>. 

wascommunicated tothe^(?'y^r;/;/?^///ana. ; 
privy-council oi Ireland; to whom thc"^ 
committee advifedthatitihouldbetranf" 
mitted. But, with all deference be it fpo- : 
ken, I do not conceive that a report of a \ 
committee of the council in Rfigland i&, ' 
hitherto a law in either hifigdom', and 
imtil any point is determined to be alaWy 
it remains difputable by every fubjedt. 

This (may it pleafe your lordjhips and 
•worfjipsj may feem a ftrange way of 

difcourling 
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diieourfing in an illiterate p^opheper. I 
have endeavoured (although without the 
help of books) to improve that fmall 
portion of reafon God hath been pleafed 
to give me ; and when reafon plainly 
appears before me, I cannot turn away 
my head from it. Thus, for inftance, 
if any lawyer fhould tell me that fuch 
a point were law, from which many 
grofs palpable abfurdities muft follow ; 
1 would not, I could not believe him. 
If Sir Edward Coke fhould pofitively 
aflert, (which he no where does, but 
the direct contrary) that a limited prince 
could by his prerogative oblige his 
fobjedls to take half an ounce of lead, 
(lamped with his image, for twenty {hil- 
ling in gold, I fhould fwear he was de- 
ceived^ or a deceiver ; becaufe a power 
like that would leave the whole lives 
and fortunes of the people entirely at 
die mercy of the monarch ; yet this in 
effeft is what Wood hath advanced in 
fome of his papers ; and what fufpici- 
ous people may poflibly apprehend from 
fomepaflages in that, which is called the 
report. 

F 3 That 
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That paper mentions y«Ci6 perfons to'- 
have been examined^ who were defirous 
and willing to be heard upon thisfubjeSl, 
I am told they were four in all ; Coiebyy 

B , Mr. Finley the banker, an4 

one more, whofe name I know not. 
The fir ft of thefc was tried for robbing 
the treafury in Ireland : and though he 
was acquitted for want of legal proof, 
yet every perfon in the court believed 
him to be guilty. 

But, fmce I have gone fo far as to 
mention particular perfons, it may be 
fome fatisfa<i!lion to know who is this 
Wood himfelf, that has the honour to 
have a whole kingdom at liis mercy for 
almoft two years together. I find he is 
in the patent entitled efquire^ although 
he were underftood to be only a hard- 
ware-man ; and fo I have been bold to 
call him in my former letters ; however, 
a Yquire he is, not only by virtue of his 
patent, but by having been a coUeAor 
in ShropJJjire; where pretending to have 
been robbed, and fuing the county, he 
was caft, and for the infamy of the fad: 
loft his employment. 

I have 
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I have heard another ftory of this 
Tquire Wood from a very honourable 
lady, that one Hamilton told her. Ha- 
milton was fent for fix years ago by Sir 
Ifaac Neuotofi to try the coinage of four 
men, who then folicited a patent for 
coining half-pence fpr Ireland \ their 
names were Wood^ Coflor^ Ellijkny and 
Parker* Parker made the faired offer, 
and H^ood the worft ; for his coin were 
three half-pence in a pound weight lels 
value than the other. By which it is 
plain, with what intentions hp folicited 
his patent ; but not fo plain how he 
obtained it. 

It is alledged in the (aid paper called 
the reporty that upon repeated orders 
from a lecretary of ftate for fending 
over fuch papers and witnefles, as ihould 
he thought proper to fupport the ob- 
jedions ndade againft the patent, (by 
both houfes of parliament ;) the lord 
lieutenant reprefented the great difficul- 
ty he found himfelf in^ to comply isith 
thefe orders : that mm of the pri?icipal 
tnembers of both houfes who were in the 
king 5 fervice^ or council^ would take upon 
F 4 tbem 
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them to advife^ how any material perfi?j^ 
or papers^ might he fent over on this oc- 
cajion^ etc. And this is often repeated, 
and rcprefented as a proceeding that 
feems very extraordinary^ and that in a 
mattery which had raifedfo great a cla- 
mour in Ireland, no one perfon could he. 
prevailed upon to come over from Ireland 
/;; fupport of the united fenfe of both 
houfes of parliament in Ireland ; efpecir 
ally that the chief difficulty fhould arife 
fro77t a gefieral apprehenjion of a mif- 
carriage^ in an enquiry before his ma- 
jejly^ or in a proceeding by due courfe of 
laWy i?i a cafe where both houfes of parr- 
liament had declared themfelves fo fully 
convificedy and fatisfied upon evidence^ 
and examinations taken in the mofl fo- 
kmn manner. 

How ftiall I, a poor ignorant fliop- 
keepcr, utterly unfkilled in law, be able 
to anfwer fo weighty an objedion \ 1 
will try what can be done by plain rea- 
fon, unafTiiled by art, cunning, or elo- 
quence. 

In my humble opinion the commit- 
tee of council hath already prejudge^ 

the 
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the whole cafe, by calling the united 
fenfe of both houfes of parliament in Ire- 
land an univerfal clamour. Here the 
addrefTes of the lords and commons of 
Ireland againft a ruinous, deftrudive 
projcA of an ohjcure^ fingle undertaker y 
is odled a clamour. I defire to know, 
how fuch a ftyle would be refented in 
B.ngland from a committee of council 
there to a parlian^ent ; and how many 
impeachments would follow upon it? But 
fuppofmg the appellation to he proper, 
I never h^ard of a wife minifter, who 
defpifcd the uniijerfal clamour of a peo- 
ple ; and if that clamour can be quieted 
by difappointing the fraudulent pradice 
qf a fingle perfon, ^he purchafe is not 
exorbitant. 

But in anfwer to this objedion : firft 
it is manifeft, that if this coinage had 
been in Irelaruiy with fuch limitations 
as have been formerly fpecified in other 
patents, and granted to perfons of this 
kingdom, or even of Evglandy able to 
give fufEcient fecurity, few or no incon- 
veniencies could have happened. As to 
Mr. Knox\ patent mentioned in the re- 

forty 
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forty fecurity was given into the Excha- 
query that the patentee ifhould upon all 
demands be obliged to receive his hdlf- 
fence back, and pay gold or filver in ex- 
change for them. And Mr. Moor (to 
whom I fuppofe that patent was mad^: 
over) was in 1694 forced to leave off 
coining before the end of that year by 
the great crouds of people continually 
offering to return his coinage upon him. 
In 1 698 he coined again, and was forced 
to give over for the fame reafbn. This 
entirely alters the cafe ; for there is no 
fuchcondition in ^(y^flTs patent; which 
condition was worth a hundred times all 
other limitations whatfoever. 

Put the cafe, that the two houfes of 
hrds and commons of England^ and the 
frivy-council there, (hould addrefs his 
majefty to recall a fatenty from whence 
they apprehended the moft ruinous con- 
fequences to the whole kingdom ; and, 
to make it ftronger if poflible, that the 
whole nation almoft to a man fhould 
thereupon difcover the mofi difmal af- 
prehenfions (as Mr. Tf'ood ftyles them ;) 
would his majefty debate half an hour 

what 
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what he had to do ? would any minifter 
dare adviie him againft recalling fuch a 
patent ? or would the matter be referred 
to the prvoy-councily or to IV^fiminfter* 
baU\ the twohoufes o{ parliament ^^isaor 
tiffs, and WiUiam ^Wdefendant ? and 
is there even the fmalleft difFerence her 
tween the two cafes ? 

Were not the people of Ireland Ixwn 
9sfree as tho(p of England? how have 
they forfeited their £reedom? is not their- 
parliament as fair a reprefentatroe of the 
people as that oi England? and hath not 
their privy-council as great, or a greater 
fhare in the adminiftration of publick 
affairs ? are not they fubjeds of the fame 
king ? does not the {zm&fun fhine upon 
them ? and have they not the fame God 
for their protedor? am I 2i freeman in 
England^ and do I become 2ijlave in fix 
hours by crofGng the channel ? No won- 
der then if the boldeft perfons were cau- 
tious to interpofe in a matter already de- 
termined by the whole voice of the na- 
tion ; or to prefume to reprefent the re- 
prefentatives of the kingdom ; and were 
juftly apprehenfivc of meeting fuch a 

treatment 
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treatment as they would deferve at the 
next feffion. It would feem very extra- 
ordinary, if an inferiour court in Eng- 
land ftiould take a matter out of the 
hands of the high court of parliament 
during a prorogation, and decide it a- 
gainft the opinion of both houfes. 

It happens however, that although 
no perfons were fo bold as to go over as 
evidences to prove the truth of the ob- 
jedtions made againft this patent by the 
' high court of parliament here, yet thele 
objedions ftand good, notwithftandine 
the ai^fwers made by Mr. If^ood and his 
council. 

The report fays, that, upon an affay 
made ofthejinenefs, weighty and value of 
this coppery it exceeded in every article. 
This is poflible enough in the piepes up- 
on which the ajfay was made ; but ^ood 
muft have failed very much in point of 
dexterity, if he had not taken care to 
provide a fufficient quantity of fuch 
half -pence as would bear the trial ; which 
he was well able to do, although they 
'were taken out of feveral parcels ', fincc 

it 
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it is now plain, that the biafs of favour 
hath been wholly on his fide. 

But vvliat need is there of difputing, 
when we have a pofitive demonftration 
of Wood'% fraudulent practices in this 
point. I have feen a large quantity of 
thefe half -pence weighed by a very fkil- 
ful perfon, which were of four diffe- 
rent kinds, three of them confiderably 
under weight. I have now before me 
an exadl computation of the difference 
of weight between thefe four forts ; by 
which it appears, that the fourth fort, 
or the lightefl, differs from the firfl to 
a degree, that in the coinage of three 
hundred and fixty tons of copper the 
patent eew'iA be a gainer, only by that dif- 
ference, of twenty-four thoufand four 
hundred and ninety-four pounds ; and 
in the whole the publick will be a lofer 
of eighty-two thoufand one hundred 
and fixty-eight pounds fixteen fhillings, 
even fuppofing the metal in pomt of 
goodnefs to anfwcr IVootr's, contradt, 
and the ajjay that hath been made, 
which it infallibly doth not. For this 
point hath likewife been enquired into 
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by very experienced men ; who, upoil 
feveral trials on many oi xhtSthalf-pencet 
have found them to be at leafl onefoiirth 
part below the real value, not including 
the raps or counterfeits that he, or his 
accomplices^ have already made of bis 
own coiny and fcattcred about. Now the 
coinage of three hundred and fixty tons 
of copper, coined by the weight of thd 
fourth or lighteft fort of his balf-pehce^ 
will amount to one hundred twenty-two 
thoufand four hundred eighty-eight 
pounds, fixteen (hillings; and, if we 
fubftrad a fourth part of the real value 
by the bafe mixture in the metal, wif 
muil add to the publick lofs one fourth 
part to be fubftraded from the intrin-^ 
fick value of the copper; which in 
three hundred and frxty tons amountt 
to ten thoufand and eighty pounds ; and? 
this, added to the former fum of eighty- 
two thoufand one hundred fixty-eight 
pounds, fixteen fhillings, will make in 
all ninety-two thoufand two hundred 
forty- eight pounds lofs to the publick; 
befides the raps or counterfeits that he 
may at any time hereafter think fit tee 

coin. 
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coin. Nor do I know whether he reckons 
the drofs exclufive or inclufive with his 
three hundred and fixty tons of copper; 
which however will make a confider- 
able diiFerence in the account. 

You will here pleafe to obferve, that 
the profit allowed to Wood by the pa- 
tent is twelve pence out of every 
pound of copper valued at i j. 6 d, 
whereas 5 d. only is allowed for coinage 
of a pound weight for the Englijh half- 
fence \ and this difference is almoft 25 
fer cent, which is double to the highefl 
exchange of money, even under all the 
additional prefTures and obftrudtions to 
trade that this unhappy kingdom lies 
at prefent. This one circumftance, in 
the coinage of three hundred and fixty 
tons of copper, makes a difference of 
twenty-feven thoufand feven hundred 
and twenty pounds between Englijh and 
Irijh half-pence, even allowing thofe of 
Wood to be all of the heaviefl fort. 

It is likewife to be confidered, that 
for every half-penny in a pound weight, 
exceeding the number direded by the 
patent, TVood will be a gainer in the 
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coinage of three hundred and fixty toni 
of copper, fixteen hundred and eighty- 
pounds profit more than the patent al- 
lows him ; out of which he may afford 
to make his comptroUers tajy upon that 
article. 

As to what is alledged^that thefe bidp- 
pence far exceed the like coinage for Ire- 
land in the reigns of his majejiys prede- 
cejfors : there cannot well be a more 
exceptionable way of arguing, although 
the fad were true ; which however is 
altogether miflaken, not by any fault 
in the committee, but by the fraud and 
impofition of Wood, who certainly pro- 
duced the worft patterns he could find; 
fuch as were coined in fmall numbers by 
permijftons to private men, as butchers 
half-pence, black-^dogs, and others the 
like; or perhaps the fmall St. PatricICi 
coin, which pafleth now for a farthings 
or at bcft feme of the fmalleft raps of 
the latcfl kind. For I have now by me 
half -pence coined in the year 1 680 by 
virtue of the patent granted to my lord 
Dartmouth,\y\i\c\i was renewed XoKnox, 
and they are heavier by a ninth part than 

thofc 
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thole o^Weody and of much better me- 
tal ; and the great St. Patrick'^ half- 
pence are yet larger than either. 

But what is all this to the prefent de- 
bate : if, under the various exigences 
of former times by wars rebellions and 
infurredions, the kings oi England wcvq 
(bmetimes forced to pay their armies here 
with mixt or bafe money ; God forbid 
that the neceflities of turbulent times 
fhould be a precedent for times of peace, 
and order, and fettlement. 

Inihe patent abovementioned, grant- 
ed to lord Dartmouth in the reign of 
king Charles the fecond and renewed to 
KnoXy the fecurities given into the Ex^ 
chequer y obliging the pate?itee to receive 
his money back upon every demand, 
were an efFe<^ual remedy againft all in- 
conveniencies: and the copper was coined 
in our kingdom ; fo that we were in no 
danger to purchafe it with the lofs of 
all our {liver and gold carried over to 
another, nor to be at the trouble of 
going to England ioi the redrefling any 
abufe. 

G That 
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That the kings oi England laxve. ex- 
ercifed their prerogative of coining cop- 
per for Ireland and for England^ is not 
the prefent queftion : but, to fpeak in 
the ftyle of the report^ it -wox^Afeem a 
little extraordinary^ fuppofing a king 
fhould think fit to exercife his preroga- 
tive by coining copper in Ireland to be 
current in England^ without referring it 
to his officers in that kingdom to be in- 
formed, whether the grant were reafbn- 
able and whether the people deilred it 
or no, and without regard to the ad- 
drefles of his parliament againfl it. GodL 
forbid, that fo mean a man as I {hould 
meddle with the \i\n^f> prerogative: bit 
I have heard very wife men fay, that tbft 
kings prerogative is bounded and limit^ 
ed by the good and welfare of his p^^ i 
pie. I defirc to know, whether it be nol:^ 
underftood and avowed, that the gpod 
of Irela7id was intended by this patentf 
But Ireland is not confultcd at all in the 
matter ; and, as foon as Ireland is in- 
formed of it, they declared againft it: the 
t-iVQ hoiifes of parliament and the prroy- 

councili: 
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co»w//addrefs his majefty upon the miA 
chiefs apprehended by fuch a patent ; 
the privy-council in England take the 
matter out of the parliament's cogni- 
zance; the goodof the kingdom is dropt; 
and it is now determined, that Mr. Wood 
fhall have the power of ruining a whole 
nation for his private advantage. 

I never can fuppofe,that (uch patents 
as thefe were originally granted with a 
view of being a joM for the intereft of 
a particular perfon to the damage of the 
publick. Whatever profit muft arife to 
the patentee, was furely meant at beft 
but as a fecondary motive ; and fince 
(bmebody muft be a gainer, the choice 
of the perfon was made either by favour 
Kxfofnething elfe, or by the pretence of 
merit and honefty : this argument re- 
, turns fo often and ftrongly into my head, 
that I cannot forbear frequently repeat- 
ing it. Surely his majefty, when he con- 
fented to the pafling of this patent, con- 
ceived he was doing an adl of grace to 
his moft loyal fubjeds of Ireland, with- 
out any regard to Mr. ^/^od?^, farther than 
as an injlrument: but the people of Ire- 
G 2 la7id 
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land thiiik this patent ( intended, tio 
doubt, for. their good j to be a moft in- 
tolerable grievance ; and therefore Mr. 
Wood can never fucceed without an open 
avowal, that his profit is preferred, not 
only before the inter eft, but the wetyfafety 
and being of a great kingdom ; and a 
kingdom diftinguiihed for its loyalty per- 
haps above all others upon earth ; not 
turned from its duty by the jurifdi&ion 
of the houfe of lords abolifhed at afirohe^ 
by the hardjhips of the a& of navigation 
newly enforced, by all pofftble obflruSiiotti 
in trade, and by a hundred other inflan- 
ces, enough to fill this paper ; nor wW ' 
there ever among us the Icaft attemptto- j 
wards an infyrredion in favour of tbe * 
pretender, Tlicrefore, whatever juftioe 
2ifree people can claim, we have at leaft 
an equal title to it with our brethren in ' 
England \ and whatever grace a good 
prince can beftow on the moft loyal fub- 
jeSis, we have reafon to exped it ; nei- 
ther has this kingdom any way defervcd 
to be facrificed to ou^ Jingle, rapacious^ 
obfcure, ignominious projedor. j 

Among other claufes mentioned in ■ 

this^ 
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this patent to fliew how advantageous 
it is to Ireland^ there is one which {eems 
to be of a fingular nature : that the 
patentee fhall be obHged during his term 
to pay eight hundred pounds a year 
to the cromn^ and tim huiidred pounds 
a year to the comptroller, I have heard 
indeed, that the king 5 council do always 
confider in the pailing of a patent^ 
whether it will be of advantage to the 
crown J but I have likewife heard, that 
it is at the lame time confidered, whe- 
ther paffing of it may be injurious to 
any other perfbns or bodies politick ? 
However, although the attorney and 
foiicifor be fervants to the king, and there- 
fore bound to confult his majefty's in- 
tcreft; yet I am under feme doubt, whe- 
ther eight hundred pounds a year to the 
crown would be equivalent to the ruin 
of a kingdom. It would be far better 
for us to have paid eight thoufand pounds 
a year into his majefty's coffers in the 
midft of all our taxes (which in pro- 
portion are greater in this kingdom than 
ever they were in England^ even during 
the war) than purchafe fuch an addi- 

G 3 Uqtv 
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tiori to the revenue at the price of our 
utter undoing. 

But here it is plain, that fourteen 
thoufand pounds are to be paid by Wood 
only as z.[mall^ circumflantial chzigc for 
the purchafe of his patent :- what were 
his other vifible cojts I know not, and 
what were his latent^ is variouily con- 
jeftured ; but he muft be furely a man 
of fome wonderful merit. Hath he faved 
any other kingdom at his own expence, 
to give him a title of re-imburfing him- 
felf by the deJlruBion of ours ? * Hath 
he difcovered the longitude, or the uni- 
verfal medicine f No ; but he hath found 
the philofopher s Jlone after a new man- 
ner, by debajing o( copper, and rcfolv- 
ing to force it upon us for gold. 

When the two houfes reprefented to 
his majefty, that this patent to Wood 
was obtained in a clandejiine manner^ 
furely the committee could not think 
the parliament would infinuate, that it 
had not pafled in the common forms, 
and run through every office where fees 
and pcrquifites were due. They knew 
very well, that perfons in places were no 

enemies 
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enemies to grants ; and that the ofHcers 
of the crown could not be kept in the 
dark. But the hxc* lord lieutenant of 
Ireland ^ffiimedy it was ajecret tohiin; 
and who will doubt of his veracity, 
efpecially when he fwore to a perfon of 
quality, from whom I had it, that Ire- 
land fhould never be troubled with thefe 
half-pence. It was 2ifecret to the people 
of Irelafidy who were to be the only 
Jufferers\ and thofe who beft know the 
ftate of the kingdom, and were mod 
able to advife in fuch an affair, were 
wholly ftrangers to it. 

It is allowed by the report, that this 
patent was paffed without the knowledge 
of the chief governor, or officers of Ire- 
land : and it is there elaborately fhewn, 
xbsLt former patents have pajfed in the 
fame manner, and are good in law. I 
fhall not difpute the legality oi patents, 
but am ready to fuppofe it in his ma- 
jefty's power to grant 2ipate?Jt for flamp- 
ing round bits of copper to every fub- 
jeft he hath. Therefore, to lay afide the 
point of law, I would only put the 

• Duke of Graften. 

G 4 qucftion. 
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queflion, whether in reafon and jujike 
it would not have been proper in an 
affair, upon which the welfare of the 
kingdom depends^ that the faid kingdom 
fhould have received timely notice ; and 
the matter not be carried on between 
the patentee and the officers of the crowfty 
who were to be the only gainers by it. 

The parliament y who in matters of 
this nature are the moil abl^ and faith- 
ful counfellors, did reprefent this grant 
to.be deflruEiive oftrade^ and dangerous 
to the properties of the people : to which 
the only anfwer is, that the king bath a 
prerogative to makefuch a grant. 

It is aflertcd, that in the patent to 
Knox his half-pence are made and der- 
clared the current coin of the kingdom \ 
whereas, in this to Wood there is only 
a power given to ijfue them tofuch as 'will 
receive them. The authors of the report » 
I think, do not affirm, that the king can, 
by lais)^ declare any thing to be current 
money by his letters patents. I dare fay 
thev will not affirm it ; and if Knox*% 
patent contained in it powers contrary 
io law, why is it mentioned as a pre- 
cedent 
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cedent in his majefly's juji and merciful 
rain ? But although that claufe be not 
in^flocTs patent, yet poffibly there are 
others, the legality whereof may be e- 
qually doubted ; and particularly that, 
whereby a fxmer is given to William 
Wood to break into houfes infearch of any 
coin made in imitation of his. This may 
perhaps be affirmed to be illegal and 
dangerous to the liberty of the fubjed:; 
yet this is a precedent taken from Knox'% 
patent, where the fame power is granted ; 
and is a ftrong inftance, what ufes may 
be ibmetimes made oi precedents. 

But although, before the paffing of 
this patent, it was not thought neceila- 
ry to confult any perfons of this king- 
dom, or make the leaft enquiry, whether 
copper money were wanting among us ; 
yet now at length, when the matter is 
over, when the patent hath long paiTed, 
when Wood hath already coined feven- 
teen thoufand pounds, and hath his 
tools and implements prepared to coin 
jix times as much more, the committee 
hath been pleafed to make this affair the 
fubjeft of enquiry ; Wood is permitted 

to 
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to produce his evidences, which con£ 
as I have already obierved, of four 
number, vrhsxGoi Coleby^ B — , and ft 
Finley the banker are three. And th 
were to prove, that copper money v 
extremely wanted in Ireland, The £ 
had been out of the kingdom aim 
twenty years, fixjm the time that he v 
tried tor roi^ng the treafury ; and the 
fore his knofwledge and credibility are 
qual. Mr. Finley^ one of the other w 
neffes, honeftly confefled, that he v 
ignorant whether Ireland wanted ex 
per money or no ; but his whole intc 
tion wa s to buy a certain quantity ire 
IVeod at a large difcount^ and fell th< 
as well as he could ; by which he hop 
to get two or three thoufand pounds ] 
himfelf. 

But fuppofe there were not one fin| 
half-penny of copper coin in this wh< 
kingdom ; (which Mr. ^ood feems 
intend, unlefs we come to his terms, 
appears by employing his emiflaries 
buy up our old ones at a penny in t 
fhilling more than they pais for) it cot 
not be any real evil to us, although 

mig 
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might be fome inconvenience. We have 
many forts of (rnall filver coins, to which 
diey are ftrangers in Englarid; fuch as 
the French three-pences^ four-pence balf- 
fennies, and eigif-pence farthings^ the 
Scotch jive-pences and ten-penceSy befides 
their twenty-pences and three and four- 
^xesy by which we are able to make 
change to a half-penny of almoft any 
piece of gold or filrer ; and if we are 
driven to the expedient of 2ifealed card 
with the little gold and filver ftill re- 
maining, it will, I fuppofe, be fome- 
what better than to have nothing left 
but flood's adulterated copper, which 
he is neither obliged by his patent^ nor 
HITHERTO able by his efiate^ to make 
good. 

The report farther tells us, it mujl 
he admitted^ that letters patents^ under 
the great feal of Great Britain, for coin- 
ing copper-money for Ireland are legal 
and obligatory^ a jufl a7id reafonable ex- 
trcife of his majeflys royal prerogative., 
and in no mamier derogatory ^ or inva- 
Jhe of any liberty or privikge of his fub- 
jecls o/" Ireland. Fir ft, we ddirc to know, 

why 
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why his md^^cibfs prerogative might not 
have been as well affertcd by pa/Ilng 
this patent in Irelandy and fubjeifting 
the feveral conditions of the contra<5t to 
the infpedion of thofe who are only 
concerned, as was formerly done in the 
only precedents for patents granted for 
coining in this kingdom, fince the tdclxX 
money in queen Elizabeths time dur" 
ing the difficulties of a rebellion : where- 
as now upon thegreateft impofition, that 
can poffibly be pradifed, we muft go to 
England with our complaints; where 
it hath been for fome time the fadiion 
to think, and to affirm, that ive cannot 
be too hardly ufed. Again the report 
ikys, that fuch patents are obligatory. 
After long thinking I am not able to 
jfind out, what can poffibly be meant here 
by tliis word obligatory. The patent of 
Jf^ood neither obligeth him to utter his 
coin, nor us to take it ; or if it did the 
latter, it would be fb far void, becaufe 
no patent can oblige the fubjeft againft 
law ; unlefs an illegal patent paffed in 
one kingdom, can bind a7iother^ and not 
itfclf. 

Laftly, 
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Laftly, it is added, thaxfuch patents 
an in no manner derogatory^ or inva- 
fioe of any liberty or privilege of the 
Ung s ftibjeSis of Ireland. If this pro- 
podtion be true, as it is here laid down, 
without any limitation either exprefled 
or implied , it muft follow, that a king 
of England may at any time coin cop- 
per money for Ireland^ and oblige his 
fubjeds here to take a piece of copper 
under the value of half a farthing for 
half a crown, as was pra6liied by the 
late king James ; and even without that 
arbitrary prince's excufe from the ne- 
ceflity and exigences of his affairs. If 
this be in no manner derogatory y nor in- 
volve of any liberties or privileges of 
thefubjeSls of Ireland, it ought to have 
been exprefled what our liberties znd. pri- 
vileges are, and whether we have any 
at all ; for in fpecifying the word Ire- 
land, inftead of faying his majejlysfub- 
je£lsy it would feem to infinuate, that we 
are not upon the flimc foot with our 
fcDow-fubjedts in E?igla?td', which, how- 
ever the pradice may have been, I hope 
will never be directly afTcrted j for I do 
* not 
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not underjland that pDirdngs ad de- 
prived uS i.f 0"jr liberty^ but on] v chcmgd 
the tnannr ci paiiing laws here (wlncb ' 
hov/e\'er wls c i'Ts-cr moil indirc(Sfly 
obt-iiincd, by ]::aving the negative to tk 
two hoiik-s of parlkment. But waTing 
all controvtrrfies relating to the I^^- 
turc, no perion, 1 believe, was ever yet lb 
bold as to afHrm, tbjit the people of Ire- 
land have D'^t the fame title to the be- 
nefits of tlie common law v.-ith the reft 
of his majefly's fubjeds ; and therefixc^ 
whatever liberties or privileges the peo- 
ple of England enjoy by common law^ 
we of Ireland have the fame ; fo tfaat| 
in my humble opinion, the word Ireland 
ftanding in that propoiiiion was in the 
jnildcfl interpretation a lapfe of the pen. 
The report farther afierts, that the 
precedents are man}\ laherein cafes of 
great importance to Ireland, and which 
immediately affeSied the inter efis of that 
kingdom^ fuch as warrants, orders and 
dircElions by the authority of the king 
and his prcdcccflbrs, have been ijfued un- 
der the royal Jign manual without any 
previous reference or advice of his tna^ 

jeflys 
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' jif^of -ers of Ireland, whicb have td- 
migft bad thdr due force ^ and have been 
fmBuaify complied withy and obeyed. It 
10^ be fo, and I am heartily fbrry for 
k; becaufe it may prove an eternal iburce 
of difcontent. However, among all thefe 
fncedents there is not one of a patent 
for coining money for Ireland, 

There is nothing hath perplexed me 
more than this dodrine of precedents, 
tf a jobb is to be done, and upon fearch- 
ii^ records you find it hath been done 
before, there will not want a lawyer to 
juftify the legality of it by producing his 
fraedents; without ever confidering the 
motives and circumflances that firft in- 
troduced them ', the neceflity, or turbu- 
lence, or iniquity of times ; the corrup- 
tions of mininers, or the arbitrary difpo- 
fitbn of the prince then reigning. And 
I have been told by perfons eminent 
in the law, that the worft anions, which 
human nature is capable of, may be jufli- 
fied by the feme doArine. How the firft 
precedents began of determining cafes of 
the higheft importance to Ireland^ and 
immediately affeding its intcrefls, with- 
2 out 
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out any previous reference or advice t<^ 
the king's officers here, may fbon be ac- 
counted for. Before this kingdom wa» 
entirely reduced by the fubmiflion of 
Tyrone in the laft year of queen Rlixd'^ 
betl3% reign, there was a period of four 
hundred years, which was a various fcene 
of war and peace between the Englijb 
fale and the Irijh natives ; and the go- 
vernment of that part of this inand,which 
lay in the Englijh hands, was in many 
things under the immediate adminiftra- 
tion of the king: filver and copper were 
often coined here among us ; and once 
at lead upon great neceffity a mixt or 
bafe metal was fent irora England, The 
reign of king James I. was employed in 
fettling the kingdom after Tyrone % re- 
bellion ; and this nation ilouriilied ex- 
tremely till the time of the mailacre^ 
1 641. In that difficult jundure of af- 
fairs the nobility and gentry coined their 
own plate here in Dublin. 

By all that I can difcovcr, the copper 
coin of Ireland^ for three hundred years 
paft, confided of fmall pence and half- 
pence 5 which particular men had licence 

to 
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to coin, and were current only within 
certain towns and diftridts, according to 
the perfonal credit of the owner who ut- 
tered them, and was bound to receive 
them again ; whereof 1 have feen many 
forts ; neither have I heard of any patent 
granted for coining copper for Ireland, 
till the reign of king Charles the fecond, 
which was in the year 1680, to George 
Leg lord Dartmouth ; and renewed by 
kmg yames the fecond, in the firft year 
of his reign (1685) to John Knox. Both 
patents were paffed in Ireland^ and in 
both the patentees were bound to receive 
dieir coin again from any that would 
ofler them twenty (hillings of it, for 
which they were obliged to pay gold 
or filver. 

The patents both of lord Dartmouth 
and Knox were referred to the attorney- 
general here, and a report made accord- 
ingly; and both, as I have already faid, 
were paffed in this kingdom. Knox 
bad only a patent for the remainder of 
die term granted to lord Dartmouth ; 
[ the patent expired in 1701, and upon 
[ a petition by Roger Moor to have it re- 

H neweA^ 
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newed, the matter was referred hither; 
and upon the report of the attorney and 
folicitor, that it was not for his majefly's 
fervice, or the intereft of the nation to 
have it renewed, it was rejefted by king 
William. It fhould therefore feem voy 
extraordinary, that a patent for coining 
copper half-pence, intended and profef 
fed for the good of the kingdom, fhould 
be pafled without once confuldng that 
kingdom, for the good of which it is de-» 
clared to be intended ; and this upQl^ 
the application of a poor, private, obfatn 
mecbanick \ and a patent of fuch a aart 
ture, that as foon as ever the kingdoopi 
is informed of its being paHed, they q^ 
out unanimoufly againft it as rmnmjt 
and deftruEiive, The rcprefentatives of 
the nation in parliament, and the privy- 
council, addrefs the king to have it it- 
called ; yet the patentee, fuch a one as 
I have delcribed, fhall prevail to hani 
this patent approved ; and his private 
intereft fhall weigh down the applica- 
tion of a whole kingdom. St. PauHayt^ 
All things are lawful, but all things art 
not expedient. We are anfwer'd, that 

this 
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this patent is lawful: but is it expedient? 
Wc read, that the high prieft (aid, It 
was expedient that one manjhoulddiefor 
the people ; and this was a mod wicked 
proportion : but that a whole nation 
ftxtuld die for one man^ was never heard 
of before. 

But becaufe much weight is laid on 
Huk precedents cf other patents for coin- 
hig copper for Ireland^ I will fet this 
matter in as clear a light as I can. Who- 
ever hath read the report^ will be apt to 
dunk, that a dozen precedents at lead 
could be produced of copper coined for 
Inland by virtue of patents pafTed in 
Bj^land\ and that the coinage was there 
loo; whereas I am confident, there x:an- 
not be one precedent (hewn of a patent 
paflfed in England for coining copper for 
Jrdafid for above an hundred years pad ; 
and if there were any before, it muft be 
in times of confufion. The only patents 
I could ever hear of, are thofe already 
mentioned toXord DartffwuthzndKnoXy 
the former in 1680, and the latter in 
1685. Now let us compare thefe patents 
with that granted to P^ood. Firft, the 
H 2 ^aXttsX. 
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patent to KnoXy which was under the 
fame conditions as that granted to lord 
Dartmouth y was paffed in Ireland ; the 
government and the attorney zxA folici^ 
tor general making report, that it would 
be ufeful to this kingdom. 

The patent was paffed with the ad- 
vice of the king's council here ; the pa- 
tentee was obHged to receive his coin 
from thofe who thought themfeives fur- 
charged, and to give gold 2caA filver for 
it. . Laftly, the patentee was to pay only 
1 6/. 13J. 4fl^. per annum to the crown. 
Then, as to the execution of that patent ; 
firft, I find the half-pence were miUtd^ 
which, as it is of great ufe to prevent 
counterfeits, (and therefore induftrioufly 
avoided by Wood) fo it was an additicm 
to the charge of coinage. And as for 
the weight and goodnefs of the metal, 
I have feveral half -pence now by me, ma- 
ny of which wieigh a ninth part more 
than thofe coined by Wood ; and bear 
the fire and hammer a great deal better, 
and, which is no trifle, the imprefHon 
is fairer and deeper. I grant indeed, that 
many of the latter coinage yield in weight 

to 
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to fome of Wood^s by ?i fraud natural 
tcf^Sx^ patentees \ but not fo immediate- 
ly after the grant, and before the coin 
pew current ; for in this circumftance 
Mr. Wood muft ferve for a precedent in 
future times. 

Let us now examine this new patent 
panted to William Wood, It pafled up- 
on very falfe fuggeftions of his^ own and 
of a few confederates : it pafled in Kng" 
/<»»/ without the leaft reference hither ; 
it pafled unknown to the very lord lieu- 
tenant-^ then in England. Wood is im- 
poweredtocoinone hundred and eight 
thoufand pounds, and all the oflicers in 
the kingdom (civil and military) a7'e cotn- 
manded in the report to countenance and 
affifl bim. Knox had only power to ut- 
ter what he would take, and was obli^ 
ged to receive bis coin bach, again at our 
demand y and to enter into fecurity for fb 
doing. Wooers half-pence are not milled^ 
and therefore more eafily counterfeited 
by himfelfy as well as by others. Wood 
pays a thoufand pounds per annum for 
fourteen years ; Knox paid only (Ixteen 
H 3 pounds 
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pounds thirteen fliillings and four-pence 
per annum for twenty-one years. C* 
It was the report ^ that fct me the ex- 
ample of making a companion between 
thofe two patents, wherein the commit- 
tee was grofly mifled by the falfe repre- 
fentation of William Wood ; as it was 
by another aflertion, that feven hundred 
tons of copper were coined during the 
twenty-oneyearsoflordZ)drr/^(?a/i6'xand 
Knox's patents. Such a quantity of cop- 
per at the rate of two fliillings and ei^it 
pence per pound would amount to a- 
bout an hundred and ninety thoufand 
pounds ; which was very near as much 
as the current cafli of the kingdom in 
thofe days ; yet during that period, //■#- 
la'ndwzs never known to have too mudi 
copper coin; and for feveral years there 
was no coining at all : befides, I am ai^ 
flired, that upon enquiring into tfaie cxd- 
tom-houfe-books all the copper imported 
into this kingdom from 1683 to 1692 
which includes eight years of the twen- 
ty-one (befides one year allowed for the 
fxoyblesjdid not exceed forty- feven tons. 

Ap4 
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And we cannot fiippofe even that fmall 
quantity to have been wholly applied to 
coinage ; fb that I believe there was 
never any comparifon more unluckily 
made, or (o deftruftive of the defign 
for which it was produced. 

The pfalmifl reckons it an effeA of 
God*s anger, when he felleth his peo- 
. fie for nought^ and taketh no money for 
them. That we have greatly offended 
God by the wickednefs of our lives, is 
not to be difputed : but our king we 
have not offended in word or deed ; and 
although he be God's vicegerent upon 
earth, he will not punifh us for any of- 
fences, except thole we fhaii commit 
againfl his legal authority, his (acred 
perfbn (which God preferve) or the laws 
of the land. 

The report is very profufe in argu- 
ments, that Ireland is in great want of 
topper money : who were the witnefTes 
to prove it, hath been fhewn already : 
but, in the name of God, who are to be 
judges f Does not the nation beft know 
its own wants ? Both lioufcs of parlia- 
H 4 liainent 
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ment^ the privy-councily and the whok 
body of the people, dpclare the contrary. 
Or, let the wants be what they wiH, we 
defire they may not be fupplied by Mr. 
Wood: we know our own wants. but 
too well ; they are manyy apd grifvous 
to be borne, but quite of another kind. 
Let England be fatjsfied : as things go, 
they will in a fhort time have all our 
gold and filver, and may keep their a- 
dulterate copper at home, for we arc 
determined not to purchafe it with our 
manufadures, which Wood hath gracir- 
oufly offered to accept. Ovir wants are 
not fo bad by a hundredth part as the 
method he hatb taken to fupply them. 
He hath already tried his facult^ iQ 
New-England \ and I hope he will meet 
at leaft with an equal reception here j 
what that was, I leavp to publick inr 
telligence. I am fuppofing a wild cafe ; 
that if there fhould |)e any perlpn al-* 
ready receiving a monftrpus peniion out 
of this kingdom, who was inftrumen- 
tal in procuring the patent ^ th^ have 
f ither not well confulted their own inr 

terefts^ 
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ter«(ls, or. '' muft put more diofi 

into hk obppier, and ftiU diminifh its 
weight. 

Upon WoodCs complaint, that the of- 
ficers of the king's revenue here had 
already ^ven orders to all the infericn' 
officers not to receive any of his coin ; 
the report fays, that this cannot but be 
Imked upon as a very extraordinary pro- 
ceedings and contrary to the powers 
given in the patent. The committee lay, 
they cannot advife his majefiy to give di- 
reSiions to the officers of the revenue here^ 
not to receive or utter any of the f aid coin^ 
ashathbeendefiredin the addrejfes of both 
boufes ; but, on the contrary, they think 
it both jufi and reafonabl^, that the king 
fioidd immediately give orders to the com- 
ffiiffioners of the reve?tfde^ etc. to revoke 
all order Sy etc. that may have been given 
by thept to binder or objlruft the receiv- 
ing tbefaid coin. And accordingly, we 
are told, fuch orders are arrived. Now 
this was a caft of Wqod^s politicks ; for 
his information was wholly falfe and 
groundlefs, which he knew very well j 
9IMi that the commiffioners of the rev?- 
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nue here were all, except one, fent us 
from England^ and love their employ- 
ments too well to have taken fuch a ftep- 
but Wood was wife enough to confider, 
that fuch orders of revocation would be 
an open declaration of the crown in his 
favour J would put the government here 
under a difficulty , would make a noife, 
and poilibly create fonie terror in the 
poor people of Irelaiid^ And one great 
point he hath gained , that although any 
orders of revocation will be need left, 
yet a new order is to be fent (and per- 
haps is already here) to the commiilio- 
ners of the revenue^ and all the king*s 
officers in Ireland^ that JVood^s half- 
pence be ftiffered and permitted^ without 
any let ^ fiat ^ t rouble y moleflationy or de- 
nial of any of the king's ojicers or mi- 
nijiers whatfoever^ topajsy and be receive 
ed as current money by fuch as fhall be 
willing to receive them. In this order 
there is no exception ; and therefore, 
as far as I can judge, it includes all of- 
ficers^ both civil and military^ from the 
lord high chancellor toa J ujl ice of peace^ 
and from the general to an enfgn ; fo 
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that Wood^s projedl is not likely to fail 
for want of managers enough. For my 
own part, as things ftand, I have but . 
little regret to find my felf out of the 
number \ and therefore I fhall continue 
in all humility to exhort and warn my 
fellow-fubjeds never to receive or utter 
this coin, which will reduce the king- 
dom to beggary by much quicker and 
larger Jieps than have hitherto been 
taken. 

But it is needlefs to argue any longer. 
The matter is come to an ifliie. His 
majefty purfuant to the law hath left 
the field open between Wood and the 
kingdom of Ireland. Wood hath liber- 
ty to offer his coin, and we have Icmo^ 
reafitny liberty^ and necefftty to refuje it. 
A knavifh jockey may ride an old foun- 
dered jade about the market, but none 
are obliged to buy it. I hope the words 
voluntary^ and willing to receive it, will 
be underflood and applied in their true 
natural meaning, as commonly underfiood 
iy froteftants. For if a fierce captain 
comes to my fliop to buy fix yards of 
icarlet doth, followed by a porter laden 

with 
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with a fack of Wooers coin upon his 
fhoulders ; if we are agreed about the 
price, and my fcarlet lies ready cut up- 
on the counter ; if he then gives me 
the word of command to receive my mo- 
ney in Woo^s coiity and calls me a dif- 
^ajfe&edy Jacobite dog, for refufing it (al- 
though I am as loyal a fubjeft as him" 
felf, and without hire) and thereupon 
ieizes my. cloth, leaving me the price in 
this odious copper, and bids me take my 
remedy : in this cafe I fhall hardly be 
brought to think, that I am left tany 
own will. I {hall therefore on fuch- op- 
<;a{ions firft order the porter aforefaid 
to go off with his pack ; and then i^ 
the money mfilver and gold in my pof' 
fefljon, before I cut or meafure my cloth. 
But if a cofnmon foldier drinks his pot 
firft, and then offers payment in fVoocTf 
halfpence^ the landlady may be under 
fome difficulty ; for if fhe complains to 
his captain or enfign, they are likewife 
officers included in this general order for 
encouraging thefe half-pence to pafs as 
current money. If fhe goes to 2ijufiict 
of peachy h^ is j^fo aa officer ^ to whom 

thi$ 
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this general order is direded. I do 
therefore advife her to follow my prac- 
tice, which I have already begun, and 
be paid for her goods before fhe parts 
with them. However, I fhould have 
been content for fbme reafons, that 
the military gentlemen had been except- 
ed by name ; becaufe I have heard it 
laid, that their diicipline is beft confin- 
ed within their own diftrid. 

His majefty, in the conclufion of his 
anfwer to the addrefs of the houfe of 
lords againft Wood's coin, is pleafed to 
fey, that he will do every thing in his 
fewer to the fatisfaSfion of his people. It 
(liould feem therefore, that the recall- 
ing the patent is not to be underftood 
as a thing in his power. But however, 
fince the law doth not oblige us to re- 
ceive this coin, and confequently the 
patent leaves it to our voluntary choice, 
there is nothing remaining to preferve 
us from ruin, but that the whole king- 
dom fhould continue in a firm, deter- 
minate relblution never to receive or ut- 
ter this fatal coin. After which let the 
officerSj to whom thefe orders are di- 

reded 
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redled (I would willin^y except the mi- 
litary) come with their exhortations^ 
their argument Sy and their eloquence^ to 
perfiiade us to find our interefl in our 
undoing. Let Wood and his accomplices 
travel about the country with cart-loads 
of their ware, and fee who wiU take it 
off their hands ; there will be no fear 
of his being robbed ; for a higbwaym4in 
would fcorn to touch it. 

I am only in pain how the commijpo- 
ners of the revenue will proceed in tlus 
jun^re ; becaufe, I am tdd, they are 
obliged by ad of parliament to take 
nothing but gold 9sAJiher in payment 
for his majefty's cufloms : and I think 
they cannot juftly offer this coinage of 
Mr. Wood to others, unlefs they will be 
content to receive it themfelves. 

The fum of the whole is thk : the 
committee advifes the king to fend immi' 
diate orders to all his officers bere^ that 
Wood's coin be fuffered and fermUttd 
without any let,fuit^ trouble, etc. to pafs^ 
and to be received as current money iy 
fuch as Jhall be willing to receive the 
fame. It is probable, that the firft «w/- 

ling 
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ling receivers may be thofe, who mufl 
recave it whether they 'will or noy at leaf): 
under the penalty of lofing an oiHce. 
But the landed undepending men^ the 
merchants, the fitopkeepers, and bulk 
of the people, I hope, and am almoft 
confident, will never receive it. What 
mufl the confequence be ? the owners 
will fell it for as much as they can get. 
Wood's half-pence will come to be of- 
fered for fix a penny (yet then he will 
be a fiifficient gainer) and the neceffary 
recovers will be lofers of two thirds in 
x!iQi6x falaries or pay. 

This puts me in mind of a paflage I 
was told many years ago in England, 
At a quarter-fefHon in heicejler the juf- 
tices Had wifely decreed to take off a 
half-penny in a quart from the price of 
ale. One of them, who came in after 
the thing was determined, being inform- 
ed of what had pafTed, faid thus : Gen- 
tlemeny you have made an order, that 
ii&fhould he fold in our county for three 
half -pence a quart ; / defer e you will 
new make another to appoint who mufl 

drink it j for by G / will not. 

Imuft 
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I muft beg leave to caudoii jonf 
lordjhips and worjhips in one particular. 
Tf^ood hath gracioufly promifed to load 
us at prefent only with forty thoufand 
pounds of his coin, V/// the exigencies of 
the kingdom require the reft. I intreat 
you will never fuffer Mr. TFood to be a 
judge of your exigencies. While there 
is one piece of fther or gold left in the 
kingdom, he will call it an exigency. 
He will double his prefent quantum by 
ilealth as foon as he can ; he will pour 
his own raps and counterfeits upon us ; 
France and Holland will do the fiime ; 
nor will our own coiners at home be 
behind them : to confirm which, I have 
now in my pocket a rap^ or counterfeit 
half-penny, in imitation of his ; but fo 
ill performed, that in my confcience 
I believe it is not of his coining. ' 

J muft now defire your lordjhips and 
'worft)ipSy that you will give great allow- 
ance for this long undigefted paper. I 
find myfelf to have gone into feveral 
repetitions, which were the effe^s of 
hafte, while new thoughts fell in to add 
ibmething to what I had faid before. 

• I think 
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) think I may affirm, that I have fully 
aniwered every paragraph in the report 'y 
which although it be not unartfully 
drawn, and is perfedly in the fpirit of 
a pleader, who can find the moft plau- 
fible topicks in behalf of his client, 
yet theie was no great fkill required to 
deteA the many miliakes contained in 
it J which however are by no means 
to be charged upon the right honour- 
able committee^ but upon the mofl falfe, 
impudent, and fraudulent reprefenta- 
tions of Wood and his accomplices. I 
defire one particular may dwell upon 
your minds, although I have mention- 
ed it more than once ; that after all the 
weight laid upon precedents^ there is 
not one produced in the whole report^ 
of a patent for coining copper in Eng- 
land to pafs in Ireland ; and only two 
patents referred to, (for indeed there 
were no more) which v/ere both pafTed 
in Ireland^ by references to the king's 
council here, both Icfs advantageous to 
the coiner than this of Wood ; and in 
both, fecurities given to receive the coin 
at every calif and give gold and Jilver 

I in 



\ 
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in lieu of it. This demonftrates the mo£l 
flagrant falftiood and impudence o^ 
Woody by which he would endeavoii.3: 
to make the right honourable comtnif— 
tee his inftruments (for his own illegaJ 
and exorbitant gain) to ruin a kingdonm^ 
which has deferved quite different treats 
tnent, 

I am very fenfibk, that fuch a work 
as I have undertaken might have wor- 
thily employed a much better pen : but 
when a houfe is attempted to be robbed, 
it often happens that the weakeft in the 
iamily runs firft to flop the door. ^ 
the ailiftance I had, were fbme informa- 
tions from an eminent ^^^y^^ ; whereof 
I am afraid I have fpoiled a few -by 
endeavouring to make them of a piece 
with my own produdions, and the reft 
I was not able to manage ; I was in the 
cafe of Davidy who could not move m 
tie armour of Saul ; and therefore I ra- 
ther chofe to attack this umircumcifed 
Philijline (Wood I mean) njoitb a fling 
and a fiofie. And I may fay for Wood'i 
honour, as well as my own, that he 
refembles Goliab in manyc ircumftances 
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rffj applicable to the prefent purpofe: 
or Goliah had a helmet of brafs upon 
KT beady tmd he was armed nvith a coat 
f mail, and the weight of the coat was 
we tboufand fheheU of brafs, and he had 
neaves of brafs upon his legs, and a 
arget of brafs between his Jhoulders. In 
heart, he was like Mr. ^ood^ all over 
rafsy and he defied the armies of the 
m/ftg God. Goliah\ conditions of com- 
at were likewife the fame with thofe 
i Wood: if he prevail againfi uSy then 
hall we be his fervants. But if it hap- 
tens that I prevail wti him, I renounce 
he other part of the condition; he fhall 
lewr be a fervant of mine ; for I do 
lot think him fit to be trufled in any 
Hifufl mstn*s fhop. 

I will conclude with my humble de- 
tte and requefl, which I made in my 
econd letter, that your lordjhips and 
wrfjips would pleafe to order a declara- 
M» to be drawn up, exprefUng in the 
bongefl terms your refolutions never to 
eceiveorutteranyof i^(?<?^j half-pence, 
w farthings ; and forbidding your te- 
lants to receive them ; that the faid de- 
I 2 claration 
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claration may be figned by as many per- 
ions as poflible*, who have eftates in this 
kingdom, and be (ent down to your 
feveral tenants aforefaid. 

And if the dread of Wood'% half- 
pence (hould continue until next quar~ 
ter-feffionSy which I hope it will not, 
the gentlemen of every county will then 
have a fair opportunity of declaring a- 
gainft them with unanimity and zeaL 

/ aniy with the greateft refpeBy 

(mayitpleafeyour lordjhips and worftnpt,) 

your moji dutiful and 

obedient fervanty 

Aug. 25, 1724. M. B. 

* A declaration purfuant ble perfons of the kinnloav 
to this rcquefl was figned foon which was liniverlally ^ttad, 
after by the moft confidera- and of great ufe. 
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To the whole People of 

IRELAND. 

My dear countrymen^ 

HAVING ah-eady written three 
J.ETTERS upon fb difagreeable a 
fiibjed as Mr. Wood?sA hv&half-pencey 
I conceived my tafk was at an end ; but 
I find that cordials muft be frequently 
applied to weak conftitutions, political 
as well as natural, A people long uied 
to hardfhips lofe by degrees the very 
Bodons of liberty, they look upon 
tfaemfelves as creatures at mercy, and 
that all impoiitions laid on them by a 
ftronger h^d are, in the phrafe of the 
Kport, legal zsA obligatory. Hence pro- 
wd that poverty and lownefs o£ fpirity 
to which a kingdom may be fubjeB, as 
well as a particular per/on. And when 
Efau came fainting from the field at 
^ point to die, it is no wonder that 
lie fold his birth-right for a mefs of 
fottage, 

I 3 I thought 
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I thought I had fufficiently fliewn 

?ill who could want inftnidion, by wh 

methods they might fafely procee 

whenever this coin fliould be offered 

them : and I believe, there hath n 

been for many ages an example 

any kingdom fo firmly united in a pd 

of great importance, as this of oun 

sit prefent a^nft that deteftable frai 

But however, it fo happens, that foi 

weak people begin to be alarmed arii 

by rumours induftrioufly fpread, W^ 

prefcribes to the news-mongers in JLi 

don what they are to write. In o|ie 

their papers publiflied here by fopic < 

fcure printer fand certainly with a \ 

defign) we are told, that thopapi^i 

Ireland have entered into an ajfodai 

(tgainfi his coin ; although it be nOt< 

oufly known, that they never once 

fbrcd to ftir in the matter ; fo that 

two houies of parliament, the pri 

council, the great numbers of corpc 

tions, the lord-mayor and aldermei 

Dublin^ the grand-juries, and princi 

gentlemen of feveral counties, are f 

matized in a lump under the nanw 
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This impoftor and his crew do like- 
wife give out, that by refufing to receive 
his drofs for fterling, we difpute the king's 
prtrogative^ are grown ripe for rebellion, 
and ready tojhake off the dependency of 
Ireland upon the crown of England. To 
countenance which reports he hath pub- 
iiihed a paragraph in another news-pa- 
per to let us know, that the lord lieute- 
nant is ordered to come over immediately 
to fettle his half-pence. 

I intreat you, ray dear countrymen, 
not to be under the leaft concern upon 
thefe, and the like rumours, which are 
ao more than the laft howls of a dog 
difleded alive, as I hope he hath fuf- 
ficiently been. Thefe calumnies are the 
only reierve that is left him. For furely 
our continued and (almoft) unexampled 
loyalty will never be called in queftion 
for not fufferjng ourfelves to be robbed 
of all that we have by one obfcure iron- 
monger.. 

As to difputing the king's preroga- 
tive, give me leave to explain to thofe 
who are ignorant, what the meaning 
of that word, prerogative, is. 

I 4. The 
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The kings of thefc realms enjoy fe-s 

veral powers, wherein the laws have not 

interpofed ; fo they can make war and 

peace without the confent of parliament, 

and this is a very great prerogative: but 

if the parliament doth not approve ol 

the war, the king muft bear the charge 

of it out of his own purfe; and this ij 

as great a check on the crown. So th< 

king hath a prerogatrue to coin monej 

without confent of parliament: bu 

he cannot compel the fubjedJ: to tak< 

that money, except it be fterling, gol< 

or filver ; becaufe herein he is limitec 

by law. Some princes have indeed ex 

tended ^€\x prerogative farther than th 

law allowed them : wherein howeve 

the lawyers of fucceeding ages, as fon< 

as they are of precedents^ have neve 

dared to juftify them. But, to fay th 

truth, it is only of late times that pri 

rogative hath been fixed and afcertainec 

For whoever reads the hiftory of Eng 

land will find, that Ibme former king: 

and thofe none of the worft, have up 

on feveral occafions ventured to coe 

troul the laws, with very little ceremc 

n 
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flf or kruple^vm later l^dii tlie dajv* 
of queen EHzaheth, In her rdgn, tbot ' 
pernicious counfcl offending bafe money 
1 hither very narrowly failed of lofing- 
Ae kingdom ; being complained of by 
llie lord deputy, the council, and the 
whole body of the EngUJh here : fo that, 
loon after her death, it was recalled by 
her fliccefTor, and lawful money paid 
in exchange. 

Having thus given you fome notion 
of what is meant by the king's prero- 
gative, as far as a tradefman can be 
thought capable of explaining it, I will 
only add the opinion of the great lord 
Bacon, that, as God governs the world 
by the fettled laws of nature, which he 
bath made, and never tranfcends thofe 
laws but upon high, important occaftons; 
fo, among earthly princes, thofe are the 
wifefi and the befi, who govern by the 
inown laws of the country, and feldom- 
efi make ufe of their prerogative. 

Now here you may fee, that the vile 
accufation of Wood and his accomplices, 
charging us with difputing the king^s pre- 
rogative by refufing his brafs, can have 



lit THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 

no place ; becaufe compelling the fub- 
jeSt to take any coin, which is not fier- 
iing, is no part of the king's preroga- 
tive ', and I am very confident, if it 
vrere fo, we fhould be the laft of his 
people to dUpute it, as well fix»n 
that inviolable loyalty we have always 
paid to his majefty, as from the treat- 
ment we might in fiich a cafe jufUy 
cxped from fome^ who feem to think^ 
we have neither common fenfe, nor com- 
mon fenfes. But, God be thanked, the 
beft of them are only out fellow-fub- 
je3sy and not our maflers. One great 
merit I am fure we have, which thole 
of EngUJb birth can have no pretence 
to that our anceflors reduced this king- 
dom to the obedience of England; for 
which we have been rewarded with a 
worfe climate, the privilege of being go- 
verned by laws to which we do not cor- 
fent, a ruined trade, a houfe of peers 
vnthoMt jurifdiSiion, almofl an incapa- 
city for all employments, and the dread 
of Wood's half-pence. 

But we are fb far from difputing the 
king's prerogative in coining, that we 

own 
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own he hath power to give a patent to 
any man for ^tting his royal image and 
fupcrfcription upon whatever materials 
he pleafes j and liberty to the patentee 
to o£Fer them in any country from Eng- 
land to yapatty only attended with one 
finall limitation, that no body alive is o- 
iUged to take them. 

Upon thefe confiderations I was ev«r 
againft all recourfe to England for a re- 
medy againft the prefent impending evil; 
efpecially when I obferved, that the ad- 
drefles of both houfes after long ex- 
pedance produced nothing but a re- 
fort altogether in favour of Wood\ up- 
on which I made Ibme obfervations in a 
former letter, and might at leaft have 
made as many more ; for it is a paper 
of as lingular a nature as I ever beheld. 

But I miftake ; for before this report 
was made, hist majefty's mofi gracious 
anjwer to the houfe of lords was fcnt 
overj and printed ; wherein are thefe 
words, granting the patent for coining 
half pence and farthings^ agreeable 

TO THE PRAC flCE OF HIS ROYAL PREDE- 
CESSORS, etc. That Vm^^Charks II. and 

king 
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and king James II. (and they only) 
did grant patents for this purpofe, is in- 
difputable, and I have fhewn it at large. 
Their patents were pafled under the 
great f^ of Ireland^ by references to 
Irelandy the copper to be coined in Ire- 
land ; the patentee was bound on de- 
mand to receive his coin back in Ire- 
land, and pay filver and gold in return. 
Wood's patent was made under the great 
ieal of England^ the brafs coined in 
England^ not the leafl reference made 
to Ireland ; the fum immenfe, and the 
patentee under no obligation to receive 
it again, and give good money for it. 
This I only mention, becaufe in my 
private thoughts I have fometimesmade 
a query, whether the penner of thofe 
words in his majefly's mojl gracious an- 

fwer^ AGREEABLE TO THE PRACTICE OP 

HIS ROYAL PREDECESSORS, had maturdy 
confidered the feveral circumftances, 
which in my poor opinion feem to 
make a difference *. 

Let me now fay fomcthing concerning 
the other great caufe of fome people's 

* See dw note at the end of this letter. 

fear. 



bar, as ^ ~ ~ has taught the London 
\ea&:yiv\t^T to exprds it^ that bis excel- 
't^ -the lord lieutenant is coming over 
^fihh Wood*8 half-^ence. 

We know very well, that the lords 
ieufienants for feveral years paft have 
lot diought this kingdom worthy the ho- 
lOur of their rejidence, longer than was 
biblutely neceflary for the king's bufi- 
ids ; which confequently wanted no 
}^ed in the difpatch. And therefore it 
latuially fell into mod men's thoughts 
hat a new governor, coming at an un- 
\fual time, muft portend fome unufu- 
i buiinefs to be done ; elpecially if the 
ommon report be true, that the par- 
iament, prorogued to I know not when, 
) by a new fummons revoking that 
irorogation to aflemble foon after his 
nival ^ for which extraordinary pre- 
ceding the lawyers ont 'other fide the 
irater have by great good fortune found 
wo precedents. 

All this being granted, it can never 
Dter into my head, that fo little a crea- 
vre as Wood could find credit enough 
dth the king and his miniflers to have 

the 
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tlie lord lieutenant of Ireland fent hi« 
ther in a hurry upon his errand. 

For, let us take the whole matter 
nakedly, as it lies before us, without 
the rennements of fome people, with 
which we have nothing to do. Here it 
a patent granted under the great ieal of 
England^ upon falfe fuggeftions, to one 
William Wood for coining copper half- 
pence for Ireland : the parliament here, 
upon apprehenfions of the worft conie- 
quences from the faid patent, addre&the 
king to have it recalled : this is rdfufed, 
and a committee of the privy-ooundi 
report to his majefty, that Wood \m 
performed the conditions of his patent. 
He then is left to do the beft he can 
with his half-pence^ no man being o- 
bliged to receive them; the people nens 
being likewife left to themielves unite 
as one man, refblving they will have 
nothing to do with his ware. By this 
pjain account of the fad it is mani£s(^ 
that the king and his miniAry are whol- 
ly out of the cafe, and the matter is 
left to be difputed between him and us. 
Will any man therefore attempt to pcr- 

fuade 
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fuade me, that a lord lieutenant is to be 
dispatched over in great hafte before 
die ordinary time, and a parliament 
fiimmoned by anticipating a proroga- 
tion, merely to put an hundred thou- 
iand pounds into the pocket of ^Jbarp- 
er by the ruin of a moft loyal king- 
dom. 

But fuppofing all this to be true : by 
what arguments could a lord lieutenant 
prevail on the fame parliament, which 
addrefled with fo much zeal and ear- 
neftnefs againft this evil, to pafs it into 
a law? I am Aire their opinion of ff^ood 
and his projed are not mended fince 
thetr laft prorogation : and fuppofing 
thofe methods fhould be ufed, which 
detroBors tell us have been fometimes 
put iti prance for gaining votes, it is 
weU known, that in this kingdom there 
are few employments to be given ; and, 
if there were more, it is as well known 
• to whole fhare they muft fall. 

But, becaufe great numbers of you 
are altogether ignorant of the affairs of 
your country, I will tell you fbme rea- 
fons, why theic are (o (tw employments 

to 
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to be difpofed of in this kingdom. Au 
coniiderable offices for life here are pof- 
feiTed by thofe, to whom the reveruons 
were granted ; and thefe have been ge- 
nerally followers of the chief gover- 
nors, or perfons who had intereft in 
the court oi England: fo the lord^S^/b- 
ly of Stratton holds that great office 
of mafter of the rolls ; the lord Palpter- 
Jiffwn i&firjl remembrancer^ worth near 
2000/. per annum. One Dodington^ fe- 
cretary to the earl of Pembrolie^ \x!^^ 
the reverfion of clerk of the pells worth 
2500/. a year, which he now enjoys by 
the death of the lord Newtown, Mr. 
Southwell is fecretary of ftate, and tb; 
earl of Burlingtofi lord high trealiirer 
of Ireland by inheritance. Thefe are 
only a few among many others, which 
I have been told of, but cannot remem- 
ber. Nay, the reverfion of feveral em- 
ployments during pleafure is granted 
the fame way. This among many others 
is a circumftance, whereby the kingdom 
oi Ireland is diftinguiflied from all other 
nations upon earth, and makes it fo diffi- 
cult an affair to get into a civil employ, 

that 
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that Mf . Addifin was forced to putchafe 
im old obfcure place, called keeper of 
the records in Bermingham's to^ery of 
ten pounds a year, and to get a falary 
of 400/. annexed to it, though all the 
reCbrds there are not worth half-a^-crown 
either for curiofity or ufe. And we late- 
ly law * 9i favourite fecretary defcend to 
be mafter of the revels, which by his 
treidit and extortion h^hsiXh msidc pretty 
confiderabk. I fay nothing of the un-" 
der-treafurerfhip worth about 9000/. 
a year, nor of the commiflioners of the 
revenue, four of whom generally live 
in England 'y for I think none of thefe 
are ^nted in reverfion. But the jeft is, 
that I have known upon occafion fome 
of theie abfent ofHcers as keen againfl 
the intereft of Ireland^ as if they had 
never been indebted to her for z. Jingle 
groat, 

I confefs I have been fometimes tempt- 
ed to wifli, that this projed of Wood 
might fucceed ; becaufe I refledted with 
fome pleafure, what ayW/v crem it would 
bring over amongus of lords^ and fquiresy 

* Mr. Htpkinst fecretary to the duke of Grafim. 

K and 
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and penjiomrs of both /exes ^ and oiEcera 
civU and military y where we fhonld live 
together as merry and fbciable as beggars ; 
only with this one abatement, that we 
fliould neither have meat to feed, nor 
manufaiiures to cloath us, unlefs wc 
could be content to prance about in 
Cfiats of maily or eat brafs a» oftrldges 
4o irojt. 

. I return from this digreHion to tliat 
which gave me the occafion of making 
it : and 1 believe you are now conyiiic- 
ed, that if the parliament of Irdand 
were as temptable as any other a£^mbl)r 
within a mile of Chriflendom- (which Gooi 
forbid ;) yet the managers muft of ncr 
ceflity fail for want oS. tools to woik. 
with. But I will yet go one ftep fiutlier 
by fuppofing, that a hundred new em- 
ployments were ereded on purpose t» 
gratify compilers ; yet ftill an inmpera- 
ble difficulty would remain. For it hap- 
pens, I know not how, that money i». 
neither whig nor tory^ neither of tfftm 
nor country party ; and it is not im- 
probable, that a gentleman would rather 
chufe to live upon his imn ejiate^ which 

briQgs 
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brings him gold and Jihir^ than with 
the addition of an employment^ when 
his rents 2sAf alary muft both be paid 
in Wo^s hriafs at above eighty p&r 
tent, £fconnti 

For thcfe, and many other reafbns, 
I am confident you need not be under 
the ledl apprehenfions from the fudden 
expectation of the lord lieutenant'*^ while 
We continue in our prefent hearty dif^ 
pofition, to alter which no fuitable temp- 
tation can poflibly be offered. And if, 
as I have often aflerted from the befl: 
authority, the lamo hath not left 2^ power 
in the crvtion to force any money, except 
fterHngj upon the fubjed; much lefs can 
the crown devolve fuch a pvwer upon 
another. 

This I fpeak with the utmoft rei^'^ 
ft) the per/on and dignity of his excel- 
lency the lord Carteret ^ whofe charac- 
ter was lately given me by a gentleman, 
that hath known him from his firfl ap- 
pearance in the world : that gentleman 
dcfcribes him as a young man of great 
accomplifhments, excellent learning, re- 

* Lord Carteret, now Earl GranvlBe. 

K 2 gular 
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gular in his life^ and of much fpirit and 
vivacity. He hath fince, as I have heard, 
been employed abroad; was principal 
fecretary of (late ; and is now about 
the thirty-feventh year of his age ap- 
pointed lord lieutenant o£ Ireland. From 
luch a governor this kingdom may rea- 
fcnably hope for as much profperity as^ 
under fo many difcouragementSy it can be 
capable of receiving. 

It is true indeed, that within the 
memory of man there have been go- 
vernors of fo much dexterity, as to 
carry points of terrible confequence to 
this kingdom by tlieir power with tbofe 
who are in office ; and by their arts ia 
managing or deluding others with oatbs^ 
affability^ and even with dinners. If 
Wood^s brafs had in thofe times been 
upon the anvily it is obvious enough to 
conceive what methods would have been 
taken. Depending perfons would have 
been told in plain terms, that it was a 
fervice expe&ed from them^ under the 
pain of the fublick bujinefs being put in- 
to more complying hands. Others would 
be allured by promifes. To the country 

gentlemen^ 
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^tntlemen^ hedges good wordsi burgundy y 
and clofettingy it might perhaps have 
been hinted, how kindly it would be 
taken to comply with a royal patent^ al-- 
though it were not compulfory : that if 
any inconveniencies enfued, it might be 
made up vn.th other graces or favours 
hereafter : that gentlemen ought to con- 
fider^ whether it were prudent orfafe 
to difgufl England : they would be de- 
fired to think of fome good bills for en- 
couraging of tradcy andfetting the poor 
to work \ fome further aEis againjl pope- 
ryy and for uniting protefi ants. There 
would be fofemn engagements, that we 
fhould never be troubled with above for- 
ty tboufand pounds in his coin, and all of 
the befl and weightiejl forty for which we 
Jbouidonfy give our manufaEhires in ex- 
changty and keep our gold and Jilver at 
home. Perhaps afeafonahle report of fome 
invafion would have been fpr'tad in the 
mfl proper jun&ure \ which is a great 
ihioother of rubs in piiblick proceedings : 
aiid we fhould have been told, that this 
itias no time to create differeftceSy when the 
kingdom was in danger, 

K 3 Thefe, 
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Thefe, I fay, and the like methods, 
would in corrupt times hav^ been (akei) 
to let \n. this deluge of 6rafi ^mong 
us. And, I am con£dent, ^y^ii tb&^ 
would not have fucceeded j much USk 
xmder the adfniniftration of fo excellent 
a perfb{i as the lord Carteret ; and ii^ 
a country where the people pf all raj^ks, 
parties, and denominations, ar^ ccm- 
yinced to a man, that the utter undoing 
of themfelves and their pofterity fgr e^ 
yqp will be dated from the adipifllpi* ^ 
that execrable coin : that if it once fH- 
ters, it can be no more conj^ned to a 
^iiallor moderate quantity, thana^/<^|i# 
^an be coniined to a few fafnilies j' .f^4 
that no equivalent can be .^ivei^ by |^]f. 
earthly power, any more than ^ 4cf)& 
carcafe can be recovered tp life ^y j|,12qi>. 
dial, 

There is pn^ comfortable gircuniT 
ftance in this univerfal oppoiition (oMi'. 
Woody that the people ient over hith<^ 
from England xofill up of^r va^apciff^ 
ecckfiajlicaly (ivily and military^ ^c 9^ 
on our fide. Money^ the great divider 
pf the world, hath Ipy a flrange revo- 
lution 
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hitioa been the great uniier of a moft 
Jtvided people. Who would leave a 
hxindrcd pounds a year in England (a 
country ef freedom) to be paid a thou- 
fend ia Ireland out of Wood's exche- 
quer? The ^entkfnan they have lately 
made primate *, would never quit his 
ieat in an Englifh houfe of lords, and 
his preferments at Oxford and Brijhl 
worth twelve hundred pounds a year, 
for four times the denomination here, 
but not half the value ; therefore I ex- 
ped to hear he will be as good an Irijh- 
man at leaft upon this one article as any 
of his bretlwen, or even of «x, who have 
had the misfortmie to be bom in this 
idand. For thofe who, in the common 
phrafe, do not tome hither to learn the 
Janguagey would never change a better 
country for a worfe to receive brafs in- 
ftead of gold. 

Another flander fpread by TVood and 
his emiilaries is, that by oppoiing him 
we difcover an inclination to Jhake off 
9W dependence upon the crown of Eng- 
hlld. Pray obferve how important a per- 

• DoAor Hugh Boulter. 

K 4. £m 
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fon is this fame Willian Wood ; and how 
the pubHck weal of two kingdoms is 
involved in his private intereft. Firft, all 
thofc who refufe to take his coin ixtpa" 
pifls ; for he tells us, that none but pa- 
pifts are ajfociated againji him. Second** 
ly, they difpute the king^s prerogative,. 
Thirdly, they are ripe for rebellion. And, 
fourthly, they are going to fimke off 
their dependence upon the crown of 'Sjo^ 
land ; that is to fay, they are going to 
chufe another king ; for there can be no 
other meaning in this expreffion, how- 
ever Ibme may pretend to ftraih it. 

And this gives me an opportunity of 
explaining to thofe who are ignorant' 
another point, which hath oixsiifweUed 
in my breafi, Thofe who come over hir: 
ther to us from EnglaTid, and fome weak 
people among ourfelves, whenever in 
difcourfe we make mention of liberpf 
zxAprQperty^ fhake their heads, and teU 
us, that * Ireland is a depending hingdw»\ 
as if they would feem by thi* phrale tor 
intend, that the people of Ireland arc 
in fome ftate of llavery or dependent 

• Sec llie note at the end of this Icttfl". 

different 




L E T T E R IV. 137 

difierent from thofe oi England i where- 
as a depending kingdom is a modern term 
of art^ unknown as I have heard to 
all ancient civilians^ and writers upon 
gcfuemment^ and Ireland is, on the 
contrary, called in fome ftatutes an im- 
perial cromn^ as held only from God ; 
which is as high a ftyle as any kingdom 
is capable of receiving. Therefore by 
this expreflion, a depending kingdom^ 
there is no more to be underftood than 
that, by a ftatute made here in the thir* 
ty-third year of Henry VIII. the kingy 
and bii fuccejforsy are to be kings impe- 
rial of this realm J as united and knit to 
the imperial crown o/" England. I have 
looked over all the Englijh and Irijh fla- 
tutes without finding any law, that 
makes Ireland depend upon England, 
any more than England doth upon Ire- 
land, We have indeed obliged ourfelves 
to have the fame king with them ; and 
confequently they are obliged to have 
^fame king with us. For the law was 
made by our own parliament ; and our 
anceftors then were not iuch fools (what- 
rjer they were iff the preceding reign) 

to 
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to bring them&lves under I know not 
what dependence^ which is now talked 
of, without any ground of law^ reafon^ 
or common fenfi. 

Let whoever tWnk othcrwife, I, ALB* 
drapier de^e to be excited : for I 
dedare, next under God I depend only 
on the king my fovereign, and oQ the 
laws of my own country. And I am (b 
£u- from depending upon the peoj^e cf 
England^ that, if they Ihould ever rtbd 
againil my fovereign, (which God for- 
bid) I would be ready at the firil com- 
mand from his majefhr to take- arms 
againil them, as fbme of my countiymen 
did againfi theirs at Preflon. And ir fudi 
a rebellion fhould prove fo fucce&fUi as 
to fix the pretender on the throne of 
England^ I would venture to trani^;refi 
tia&tjiatute fo far, as to lofe every drc^ 
of my blood to hinder him from being 
king of Ireland *. 

It is true indeed, that within the 
memory of man the parliaments of Ef^" 
land haMQ fometimes affiimed the power 
of binding this kingdom by laws enad* 

• This paragraph gave great offence. Sec letter V, 

ed 
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\ ^^e; whereixi they were at firft 
pcpty oppofcd (as far as trufi>, reafoit, 
y^jujiice are capable oioppofing) by the 
mous Mr. Molinmxy an Englijb gen- 
eison born here, a* well ax by fevcral 
* the greateft patriots and ^^«;>6/^r in 
\pgland\ but the /w^ and torrent, of 
?wer prevailed. Indeed the arguments 
a both fides were invincible. For in 
wfpn^ all gwernimnt without the conn 
^% fd the governed^ is the very defitii-. 
m ff Jlav$ry : but in fa<a, eleven men 
41 armed imll certainly fubdue one fin-- 
kitta^ in bis fiirtn But I have done: 
«• tihpfe who have ufed/orwr to cramp 
^(^, have gone ib far as to rcfent even 
Vi kk^ty of complaining ; although a 
I9n wpon the rack, was never known to. 
% r-ffv*^ the liberty gf roaring as loud; 
p ie thought fit. 

And as we are apt to fink too much- 
inder unreafonable fears, fo we are too 
MP ioglined to be raifed by groundleft 
lopes, according to the nature of all 
^fitmptrve bodies like ours. Thus it 
^th been given about for {everal days 
paft, ^zxfomehody in England empower^ 

ed 
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cd a kcond. fomebody to write to a third 
fomebody here to affure us, that vt^JhouU 
no more be troubled with thefe half -pence. 
And this is reported to have been done 
by the *fame per/on^ who is faid to have 
fworn fome months ago, that he would 
ram them down their throats^ (though I 
doubt they yfa\A6.Jiick in our jiomachs:) 
but which ever of thefe reports be true 
or falfe, it is no concern of ours. For 
in this point we have nothing to do with 
Englijh minijlers: and I fhould be fony 
to leave it in their power to redrefe this 
grievance, or to enforce it ; for the report 
of the committee hath given me ^l/ut- 
feit. The remedy is wholly in your own 
hands; and therefore I have digreflcd a 
little in order to refrefti and continue 
thztfpirit fo (eafbnably raifed amongft 
you; and to let you fee, that by the 
laws of God, of Nature, of Nations, 
and of your Country, you are, and 
OUGHT to be as Free a people as your 
brethren in England. 

If the pamphlets publifhed at London 
by ff^ood and \ii& journey fnen in defence 

• Mr. WalptUy afterwards E. of Orford. 
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of Ills caufe were reprinted here^ and 
that our countrymen could be perfuaded 
to read them, they would convince you 
of his wicked defign, more than all I 
(hall ever be able to fay. In fhort, I 
make him a pcrfcA Jamt in companion 
of what he appears to be from the wri- 
tings of thofe, whom he 6ires to juftify 
his froj^. But he is fo far mafier of the 
fdd^ (let others guefs the reafon) that no 
London printer dare publim any paper 
written in favour of Ireland: and here 
no body hath yet been fo hold as to pub- 
lifli any thing in favour of him. 

Thwe was, a few days ago, a pam- 
phlet fent me of near nfty pages writ- 
ten in favour of Mr. IVood and his coin- 
s' printed in London : it is not worth 
aniwering, becaufe probably it will ne- 
ver be publiflied here. But it gave me 
occafion to refled upon an unhappinefs 
we lie under, that the people of -Eng- 
land are utterly ignorant of our cafe ; 
which however is no wonder, fince it 
it a point they do not in the leaf): con- 
cern themfelves about, farther tlian per- 
haps as a fubjcd of difcourfe in a coffee- 
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boafe wheii they have nodiing el(e to 
talk of. For I have reafon to beliet^ 
that no mifufter ever gave himfelf thi 
trouble of reading any papers wricten in 
our defence, becaufe I fuppofe thdr ofi^ 
nitms are alreoify detirminidy and art 
formed wholly upon the report* offf^oml 
flnd^ his accomplices ; eUe it woiild hi 
impoifible, that any man could hstve tbt 
impudence to write fuch a pamphlet ai 
I have mentioned. 

Our neighbours^ mhofe underflotit^i 
are jufi upon a level with ouri (whidi 
perhaps are none of the brightefi) ha?tt 
a ftrong contempt for mod nations, hut 
efpecially for Ireland, They look i^Od 
us as a u>rt oi favage Irifh^ whoifi'OtIf 
anceftors conquered feveral BiattdKil 
years ago. And if I fhould defi^be ^ 
Britons to you as they were in- Cajaf*i 
time, when they painted their bodies^ «r 
clothed themf elves with thejkins of biaftsi 
I fhould ad full as reafbnably as they 
do. However, they are {o far to be ex-" 
cufed in relation to the prefent fubjeift, 
that hearing only one fide of the caufiy 
and having neither opportunity nor cu- 

rioiity 
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nofi^ to examine the other^ theyieiieve 
a Ik merely for their eaie; and conclude, 
becaufe Mr. Wood pretends tohave/0<2i;«r» 
h& hath al^ reafon on his iide. 

Therefore, to let you fee how this 
cafe is reprefented in England by Wood 
and his adherents, I have thought it 
ppopec to extrad out of that painphlet 
a WW. of thoie notorious falfhoods in 
point of fc^ and reafomng contained 
therein, the knowledge whereof will 
aMifinn my countrymen in their won 
dgjbt fentiments, when they will lee, by 
eompaxing both, how much their em- 
mu&zs^ in th€ wrong, 

Firft) the writer poiitively aflerts, that 
Wood's half-pence were current among 
Ui fw feveral months^ with the unwerfal 
affrobation of all peopUy without one 
faigle gainfayer'y and we all, to a many 
tbmgbt ourfehes happy in having them. 

Secondly, he affirms, that we were 
drawn into a diflihe of them only by fome 
tunning^ evil-dejigning men among usy 
who oppofed this patent of Wood to get 
another for themf elves. 

Thirdly, that/i6^, who mojl declared 

at 
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at Jirft again ft Wood's patent y were thi 
very men who intend to get another fii^ 
their own advantage. 

Fourthly, that our parliament andpri* 
vy-coundly the lord mayor and aldermen 
of Dublin, the grand juries and mef'- 
chants y and in jhort the whole kingdom^ 
nay^ the very dogs (as he exprefleth it) . 
were fond of thofe half-pence^ till they 
were inflamed by thofe few defigning per* ' 
fons aforefaid. 

Fifthly, he fays diredly, that idi 
thofe who oppofed the half-pence^ werepth 
piflsy and enemies to king George. * 

Thus far, I am conndent, the moft 
ignorant among you can fafely iwcar 
from your own knowledge, that the au* 
thor is a moft notorious liar in every ar- 
ticle ; the direft contrary being fo ma- 
nifeft to the whole kingdom, that, if. 
occaflon required, we might get it con- 
firmed under five hundred thoufand 
bands. 

Sixthly, he would perfuade us, that 
if we fell five fhillings worth of our goods 
or manufa&ures for two fhillings and 
four-pence worth of copper ^ although the 

cojper 
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utpper were melted down^ and that we 
^wdd get five Jbillings in gold andfiher 
for the faid goads ; yet to take the /aid 
^wo. fiillings and four-fence in copper 
would 6e greatly for our advantage. 

And, laftly, he makes us a very fair 
jffer, as empowered by JVood, that if 
m will tcdte off two. hundred thoufand 
bounds in bis half -pence for our goods ^ 
md likewije pay him three per cent, in- 
*ereftfor thirty years for an hundred 
wd twenty thoufand pounds (at which he 
aunputes the coinage above the intrin- 
Ick value of the copper) ybr the loan of 
Ms coiftf be will after that time give 
"u good mon^ for what half 'pence mil 
\e then left. 

Let me place this offer in as clear a 
ight as I can to fhew the infupport- 
lUe villainy and impudence or that 
ocorrigible wretch. Firft (iays he) / 
will fend two hundred thoufand punds 
f my coin into your country : the copper 
I compute to be^ in real value^ eighty thou- 
sand pounds^ and I charge you with an 
\imdred and twenty thoufand pounds for 
bt coinage ; fo that you fety I lend you 
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an hundred and twenty thoufand found* 
for thirty years ; for which you fball pap 
nte three per cent, that is to fay y three 
thoufand fix hundred founds per aimum, 
which in thirty years will amount to an 
hundred and eight thouj and pounds. And 
when thefe thirty years are expired^ return 
me my copper y and I will give you gofd 
money for it. 

This is the propofal made to us by ^m^ 
in that pamphlet written by one of im 
commifftoners : and the author is iiippafed 
to be the iame infamous 6b/^<^, oneof Ini 
under-Jwearers at the committu ofcouh 
cily who WHS tried iot robbing thtina&h 
ry here, where he was an under-dcn. . 

By this propofal he will firft receive 
two hundred thoufand pounds, in goodi 
or flerling, for as much copper as Jie 
values at eighty thoufand pound*, but k 
reality not worth thirty thoufand poundb 
Secondly, he will receive for intereft as 
hundred and eight thou&nd poundts 
and when our children come thirty yotil 
hence to return his half-pence upoij^ 
his executors, (for before that timebe^ 
will be proI»bly gone to his ownpladi 

thofe 
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liofe executors will very reafbnably re- 
ed them as raps and counterfeits, which 
hsy will be, and millions of them of his 
>wn coinage. 

Af ethinks I am fond of fuch a dealer 
a this, who mends every day upon our 
laods like a Dutci reckoning, where^ 
n if you diipute the unreafonablenefs 
ind exorbitance of the bill, the landlord 
hall bring it up every time with new 
idditions. 

Although thefe and the like pam- 
ihkts publifhed by ff^ood in London 
tie altc^ther unknown here, where no 
lody could read them without as much 
ndignationy as contempt would allow; 
« I (bought it proper to give you a 
pecimenhowthe man employs his time, 
?bcre he rides alone without any crea- 
i|ie to contradid him ; while our 
'Ew FRIENDS there wonder at our fi- 
enoe : and the Englijh in general, if 
h^ think of this matter at all, impute 
mr refulal to wilfulnefs or difaffeifiony 
oft as ff^wdznA his hirelings are pleaf- 
d to repreient. 

But although our arguments are not 
L 2 fuffered 
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fufFered to be printed m England y jct 
the confequence will be of little moment; 
Let Wood endeavour to perfuade the 
people there, that we ought to receive 
his coin ; and let me convince our peo- 
ple here, that rhey ought to rejeSi if 
under pain of our utter undoing ; and 
then let him do his befi and his worfl. 

Before I conclude, I muft beg leave 
In all humility to tell Mr. JVoody that 
he is guilty of great indifcretion by cauP 
ing fo honourable a name as that of Mr. 
Walpole to be mentioned fo often and 
in fuch a manner upon this occafion. 
A fliort paper printed at Bfifiol^ and it- 
printed here, reports Mr. JVood to ikyy 
that he wonders at the impudence and 
infolence of the Irifh in i-efufing his «wr, 
and what he will do when Mr, Walpok 
cofnes to towft. Where, by the way, he 
is miftaken ; for it is the true EngUJh 
people of Ir ef a fid who refufe it,, althooj^ 
we take it for granted, that the Irijh 
will do fo too whenever they are afloea* 
In another printed paper of his contrir- 
jng it is roundly expreflcd, that Mr. 
Walpok will cram his brafs down wr 

throats. 
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thr<iats. Sometimes it is giyen out, that 
we muft either take thefe half -pence, or 
eat our brogues : and in another news- 
letter, but of yefterday, we read, that 
the fame great man bath/worn to make 
utfuoallffw his coin in fire-halh. 

This brings to my mind the known 
ftory of a Scotch man, who receiving 
the Sentence of death with all the cir- 
cumAances of hangings beheadings quar- 
teringy fmbowelling^ and the like, cried 
put, fP^hat need all this Cookery ? and 
I think we have rcafon to aik the fame 
quefticxi ; fpr, if we believe Wgod^ here 
is 9.di»^ier getting ready for us; and you 
fee. the bill of fare ; and I am ibrry the 
drink was forgot, which might eaiily be 
fnpplied \\ixh m^'ted had ^^'^ flaming 
^ch, 
, What vile words are thefe to put in^ 
Cq the mouth of a great counfellor, in 
tugji truft with his majcfty, and looked 
upon a$ a prime minifter ? If Mr. ff^ood 
bath no better a manner of reprefenting 
bis patrons, when I come to be sl great 
nan he {hall never be fuffered to at- 
£n4 at my levee. This is not the flyle 
hi of 
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of a great minifter ; it favours too much 
of the kettle and Xh^furnacey and came 
entirely out of Wood's forge. 

As for the threat of making us tat 
our brogues y we need not be in pain j 
for if his coin fhould pafs, that unpolite 
covering for the feet would no longer be 
a national reproach ; becaufe then we 
Ihould have neither ^(?^ nor Brogue left 
in the kingdom. But here the ralfliood 
of Mr. TFood is fairly deteded ; for I 
am confident Mr. Walfole never heard 
of a brogue in his whole life. 

As to /wallowing thefe half-penee in 
fire-balUy it is a ftory equally impro- 
bable. For, to execute this operatiaii, 
the whole ftock of Mr. Wqo^s coin and 
metal muil be melted down, and mould* 
ed into hollow balls with wild-fire, jdx^ 
bi^er than a reafonable throat mat be 
abl^ to fwallow. Now, the metal he 
hath prepared, and already coined, 'vrill 
amount to at leaft fifty millions of iiii^* 
fence to be /wallowed by a" million iaiiid 
an half of people; fo that, allowing two 
Jialf-pence to each ball^ there will be 
about feventecn balls of wild-^rc a-piecc 

to 
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» T)c jwallowed by every pcrfpn in the 
dogdom ; and, to adminifter this dole, 
here cannot be conveniently feiver than 
tf^thouiandi;|t^«r^^rx,allc»«ingoneopeT 
at€»r to every thirty 5 which, coniidering 
h&fqueamifiinefs ofibme ftomachs, and 
he peevijbnefs oi young children^ is but 
eafbnable. Now, under corredion of 
letter judgments, I think the trouble 
indchai^of ilicban experiment would 
xceed the profit ; and therefore I take- 
his Kport to be fpuriovis, or, at leaft, 
ttily a new fcheme of Mr. Wood him- 
blf^ which, to zhake it pafs the better 
a Ireland^ he would father upon a mi- 
ifier of fiate. 

But I will now demonftrate, beyond 
11 contradidion, that Mr. Walpole is 
gaiiift this projed of Mr. Wood^ and is 
n entire friend to Ireland^ only by this 
ne invincible argument, that he has 
he univerfel opinion of being a wife 
qan, an able minifter, and in all his 
proceedings purfuing the true tjiterefloi 
he king his mafier : and that as his in- 
egrity is above all corruption^ lb is hi§ 
ortune above all temptation, I reckon, 
L 4 thcrci* 
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therefore, we are perfc£lly fafc from that 
comer y and (hall never be under the ner 
celfity of contending with fb formidahU 
apvwer^ but be left to ^Wasoxbrogua 
and potatoes in peace, as * remote from 
thunder as lee are from Juptter. 

I amy my dear countrymen^ 

your loving fellow-fuhjeB^ 

fellow-fujferer^ and 

humbly ftrvant^ 

C<aob. 13, 1724. M. Q. 

.1 

♦ Procul i Jore procul a fidoUpc. 

Uppn the arrival of lord Ccirttrety foon offpr jhc 
publicarion of this letter, thcpafl&gcs from whicn 
this note is refef ed to were fele&ed as lufficient groond 
for profecution, and ^ procUmation vrps pub|ime(l bjf 
his excellency and council offering a rcward'of tlirec 
hundred pounds for difcovering the autlK>r. Harihii 
^ printer was imprifoned, and a bill of indidlnicilt 
was ordered to be prepared againft him: which gavp 
Occafion to the following paper. " 

SEA- 
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CON€lRNINO THE 

Bill preparing agcdnfi the Printer 
* the preceding h^'TTV.K, 

Since a btll is preparing for the grand'- 
jury to find againft the printer of 
ibe Drapier* lafl letter ^ there are feve- 
tal things maturely to be coniidered by 
tho& gentlemen l^ore they determine 
upon it. 

Firfi^ diey are to GcmfidcTj that the 
author of the faid pamphlet 4id write 
three other di^urfes on the £une fub> 
jed, which, inftead of being ceniiired^ 
were uniyerially approved by the whole 
foatioi), and were allowed to havexaifed 
and continued that fpirit amoiig us, 
which hath hitherto kept out flood's 
^in ; for all men will grant, that if thole 

pam- 
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pamphlets had not been written, hit 
com mufl bave over-run th^ n^tion^bme 
months ago. 

Secondly^ it is to be confidered, that 
this pamphlet, againft which a frocla- 
nukim. Hath been iilLe Jjiis writtcji b^|)ie 
fame author: that no body ever doubted 
the innocence and goodnefs of his de^ 
fign; that he appears through the wh<Jc 
'^nor of it, to \» z, ky.al fuhje&:to)li^ 
majefty,, and devoted to the houfe of 
Hanover^ and declares himielf in a 
manner, peciiliarly zealous againftit^ 
freteniitr.. And ir fuch a: writer il^ i&t 
Several treatifes onAib vkit a Ibijod^ 
where 'fttoyal patent .i&;Concemqdi:afa4 
where it was tsctSSixf. to ipeak of JStiH^f 
land and oi liberty y fhould in onciof Ifijis^ 
places ihappen to let fall an Uiady^E^tent 
•cxpxcilionf. it woi^d ht hard x<^ fyigftr 
domn him .after alii the good^herlw^ 
dooe^e^edially whte.wecoiifider,^^iajt 
he could have no poiEbk: deilgni in-.iW3V 
eithcrjof honour or profit, but puireljf 
the pDoi> of his Coij^tAY* .; ! : 

T^dly^ it ought.'td .be well cojifir 
-dcrodi wJ^tfaer any one expiiefHon in 

the 




*J5 

the iai : te ]ta% l&ble fo a 

juft exception, thlc6Ah lefs tobe foimd 
wkkedy maliciousyfediHouSy reJkBinguf^ 
on his majefty and his mnifir% etc, ■ 

- Tlie two points in that pamphlet^ 
Which it is ^d the pro(ecutori intend 
dikiA)r to fix on, sire, firft, where the 
author mentions the penner of ihe king's 
answer. Firfi^ it is well known lus ma- 
jefty is not mafter of the Engli/h tongue ; 
and therefore it is neceflary that feme 
other perfbn fhould be employed to pen 
what he hath to (ay, or write in that 
bhgtiage. Stamdiy^ his majefty^s an-* 
iwer is not in the firft perfon, but in the 
thiiidrit is not faid, We are concern-^ 
sif, 'Ok Our royal predecessors; but 
Pw^MAjEsfy //f^«c^w</,and bis royal 
^kEDECEssoRs.- By which it is' plain, 
thefe are properly not the wotds of his 
tnajeffy; but fi^ppofed to be taken from 
him, and tranfmitted hither by one of 
his minifters. Thirdly it will be eafily 
feenj- that the author of the paniphlet 
delivers his fentiments upon this parti-' 
pilar with the utmoft caution and te- 
fpQ&^ asany impartial reader will obferve. 

The 
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The i^ond paragraph, which it is 
{aid will be taken notice of as a motive 
to find the biU» h what the author fays 
of Ireland't being ^ dependent king^ 
doin I: he explains all the dependence 
he know$ of, which is a law made in 
Ireland., whereby jt is enaded, that 
wboeoer is king of En^und Jba// be king 
of Ineland. before this explanation be 
condemned, and the bill found upon it, 
it would be prpper th^t Ibme lawyers 
ihould fully inform the jury what oth^ 
law there is, either itatpt^ or cpmmai), 
for this df pendancy ; and if there be no 
kw, there is no tranlgrcffion^ _.. 

"Th^ fourth thing very niati|rd[jr;.t9 
be icpnfidered by the jury, is, wl^in-r 
fluence^hgir finding, the bil) may hay^ 
upon the. kingdom i the people in g|p» 
neral find no fault ii> the Drapiers Jai| 
book, any more than in th?. three JToft 
met; and therefore when they )iear it 
is condemned by a gran^i-jury qffitfb* 
iin, they will cQpcI^de jt is done in f^^ 
vour of Wood'f cpjn ; they will think 
we of this town have changed our minds, 
and intend to take ti)o(e half-pence, and 

therefore 
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tlierefbre that it will be ifi vain for them 
to ftatid out : fo thdt the queftion comes 
CO this, Which will be of the Wdrft con- 
fecjiience? to let pafe one or twocxprcf* 
fions^ at the worft only unwary, in a 
book written for the publitk fervice; or 
to leave a free open pafTage for WoocTs 
brafe to over-run us, by which we Ihall 
be undone for ever. 

Tht fifth thing to be confidered is, 
that the members of the grand-jury 
being merchants and principal Shop- 
keepers can have no fuitable tempta- 
tion offered them, as a recompence for 
the mifchief they will do, and fuffer by 
letting in this coin ; nor can be at any 
lofs or danger by rejedting the bill. 
They do not expeft any employments 
in the ftate, to make up in their own 
private advantages by the deftrudition 
cS their country ; whereas thofe, who 
go about to advife^ entice^ or threaten 
them to find that bill, have great em- 
ployments which they have a mind to 
keep, or to get greater ; as it was like- 
wife the cafe of all thofe who figned 
the proclamation to have the author 

profecuted. 
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plfi^isp^ted. And therefore it is kno 
th^t his grace the lord archbifho] 
JOluhlin^ fi> renown^ for his piety,. 
wifdom, aad love of his country, 
iblutely refufcd to Goodemn the b 
or the author. 

Z^^,it()ught tobe<x>nfidered)^ 
coniequieQCQ t^e finding the biU i 
have upon a poor mgn, perfedly m 
^:ent ; I mean the printer. A la\ii 
]|iay pick out expr^ons, and m 
them liable to exception, where n( 
ther man is able to find any. But } 
can it be fuppos'd th^t an ignorant p 
ter can be fuch a criiick f He knew 
author^sdefign was honeft, and appi 
ed by the whole kingdom : he aov 
with friends, who told him there 
no harm in the book, and he could 
none himfelf : it was lent him in an 
known hand ; but. the fame in wl 
he received the three former. He 
his wife have offered to take their oa 
that they knew not the author. I 
therefore to find a bill, that may bi 
puniftiment upon the innocent, will 
pear very bard^ to fay npi worfe. Ft 
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will be impoflible to find the author, 
uolefs he will pleaie to difcover him- 
fcif ; although I wonder he ever con- 
cealed his name : but I fuppofe, what 
he did at firft out of modefty, he conti- 
nues to do out of prudence. God proted 
usand him. 

I will conclude all with a fable a- 
icribed to Demojihenes : he had ferved 
the people of Athens with great fideU- 
^r in the ftation of an orator ; when 
upon a certain occafion apprehending 
to be delivered over to his enemies, he 
told the Athenians^ his countrymen, the 
following ftory : Once upon a time the 
vxhes defired a league with the Jhetp 
upon this condition ; that the caufe of 
ibife might be taken away, which was 
the Jbepberds and maftiffs : this being 
g^ted, the wolves with6ut all fear 
made havock of th<cjheep, 

November 11, 1724.* 

G>pies of this paper were diftributed to every pcr- 
ha. ot the grand-jury the evening bctbre the bill was 
to be exhibited, who probably for the reafons con- 
tained in it refufed to find the bill, upon which the 

lord 



lord chief jufiice Wbitjheiy who had ^fefided at a 
mer profecutioA: of the d^tn^s printer * difcha 
them in a rag^. The following extraft was focm ; 
publifhed to fhew the iU^alky of this proceed 
and the next grand-jiuy that was empanndled o 
the fubfequent prefehtment againft all the abettti 
JVooJ^s projeft. Scfe letter to lord Molefw6rtb^ page 
0f this voL 

* See tlM note prefixed to tbe Propofid for the (ble ufe of' Wtk 
BiifaAurtt. 



An Extraft from a Book, entituled, 
exaB Colle&ion of the Debates of 
Houfe of Commons, held at W« 
minder, Od. 21, ib^o^ pag,. 15 

RESOLUTIONS of theHoufe of Q 
mom mEnglandy Nov. 13, i68c 

oEVERAL pcrfons being cxan 
cd about the diliniffing a grand- jurj 
Middlefexy the houfe came to the : 
lowing refolutions : 

Refohedy that the difcharging 
grand-jury by any judge, before the < 
of the term, affizes, or leflions, wi 
matters are under their conflderati 




EXTRACT, etc, i6i 

ini not prefeiited, is arbitrary, illegal, 
ddbudive to pubUck juftice, a manifefi 
yblatidn of Ins oath, and is a means to 
fubirert the fundamental laws of this 
kingdom. 

ikefohedy that a committee be ap- 
pointed to examine the proceedings of 
the judges in Wefimmfler-baU '^ and re- 
port the fame, with their opinion here- 
in, to this houfe. 



M The 



The PRESENTMENT of the Gram 
Jury of the County of the City < 
Dublin. 

\T THereas feveral great quantities < 
^ ^ bafe metal coined, commonly cal 
ed WoocTs half-pence, have been brougl 
into the port of Dublin^ and lodg'd i 
feveral houfes of this dty, with an ii 
tention to make them pafs clandeftini 
ly among his majefty's fubjeds of th 
kingdom; notwithflandingtheaddrelS 
of both houfes of parliament, and tl 
privy-council, and the declarations < 
moft of the corporations of this city j 
gainft the (aid coin : And whereas h 
majefty has been gracioufly pleafed t 
leave his loyal fubjeds of this kin^oi 
at liberty to take or refufe the laid hal 
pence, 

We the grand-jury of the county < 
the city oi Dublin, this Michaehnas ten 
1724, having entirely at heart his mj 
jelly's intcreft, and the welfare of 01 
coimtty, and being thoroughly fenfibl 
of the great difcouragements which trad 
hath fuffered by the appreheniions < 

th 
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tlie ^d coin, whereof we have ahead/ 
felt the diimal effeds ; and that the cur- 
lencjr thereof will inevitably tend to the 
^t diminution of his majefly's reve- 
nue, and the ruin of us and our pofte- 
rity, do prefent all fuch perfons as have 
attempted, or fhall endeavour by fraud, 
orotherwife, to impofe the (aid half- 
pence upon us, contrary to his majefty's 
moil gracious intentions, as enemies to 
lus majefty's government, and to the 
iafcty, peace, and welfare of all his ma- 
jd^'s lubjeds of this kingdom ; whofe 
affe£ti<»is have been fb eminently diftin- 
guiihed by their zeal to his illuftrious 
amily before his happy acceilion to the 
throne, and by their continued loyalty 
cverfince. 

As we do, with all juft gratitude, ac- 
knowledge the fervices of all fuch pa- 
triots as have been eminently zealous for 
the intereft of his majefty and this coun- 
tiy in detecting the fraudulent impofi- 
tion of the laid Wood^ and preventing 
the pafEng his bafe coin ; fo we do, at 
the fame time, declare our abhorrence 
and deteflation of all refiedions on his 
M 2 ma- 
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majefty and his government ; and ths 
we are ready with out lives and forllun 
to defend his moft facred majefty again 
the prete^ery and all his majefty 's ope 
and fecret enemies both at home and i 
broad. 

Given under our hands at the ^"anc 
jury chamber, this 28tb of Noven 
ber^ 1734* 



Georgi PdrbeSy 
William Empforty 
Nathaniel Pearfotiy 
Jofeph Nuttally 
IVilliam AJioti^ 
Steam Ttghe^ 
Richard IValkery 
Edmond Frenchy 
yohn VereilleSy 
Philip Pearfofty 
Ihimas RebinSy 
Richard Dawfony 



David TeWf 
Tbofnas HoWy 
yohn Jones y 
James Br&wny 
Charles LyndoHf 
Jerom Bredin^ 
yohn Sicatty 
Anthony BruniOM 
Thomas GaveHy 
Daniel Elwoody- 
yohn Brunei* 
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LETTER 

TO THE 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 

THE 

jLord Vifcount Mokfwortb. 

Written in the Year 1724. 

They compafied me about alfo with words Qf deceit^ 
abd fought againft me without a caufe. 

For my love they are my adyerfarics jbut I give my- 
felf UDto prayer. 

And diey have rewarded me evil for good, and hatiie4 
for my love. Pfd. cix. 3. 4. 5. 

Seek not to be judge, being not able jto take away ini- 
quity ; left at any time thou fear the perfon of the 
mighty, and lay a tumbling block in the way of 
thy uprightnefs. 

OflFend not againft the multitude of a city, and then 
thou (halt not caft thy felf down among die people. 

find not one fm upon another, for in one thou (halt 
not be unpunifhed. Ecclu$ vii. 6. 7. 8. 

}fonjam prima peto Mnejibeus^ neque 'vincere cerio : 
^njuam ! Hedfuperent qiiibus bocy Neptune^ dedifti. 

M ^ D l- 



P II E CT lO NS 

TO THE 

PRINTER. 

Mr. Harding, 

K^^HEN Ifint you fny former pa- 
^^ perSy I cannot fay I intended you 
atber good or hurt ; aitd yet you hofue 
happened through my means to receive 
both. I pray God deliver you from any 
wore of the latter, ar^ increafe the for- 
mer. Tour trade^ particularly in this 
hngdofn^ is of all others the mofi unfor- 
ff/natefy circumjlantiated; for as you deal 
n the mofl wor thief s kind of trajhy the 
"termy produBions of pennylefs fcrihlers\ 
9 you often venture your liberty^ and 
metimesyour lives ^ for the pur chafe of 
alf a crown ; and^ by your onion igno- 
Oficej are punifbed for other mens ac- 

I am afraid^ you in particular think 

7U have reafon to complain af mfy for 

mr own and your wifes confitnetnent in 

nfon^ to your great expence^ a^ well as 

M 4^ hard- 
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hardjhip ; and for a frofecution fiill im% 

finding. But I will tellyouy Mr. Har^ 

4ing, bow that matter /lands., Siuce tU 

frefs hath lain under fo JiriEi an infpeC' 

tiony thofe who have a mind to inform thi 

world, are become fo cautious as to he^ 

them/elves, if pofftble^ out of the way^m 

danger. My cuflom therefore is to d^ 

tate to a prentice, who can write in t 

feigned hand ; and what is written «) 

fend to your houfe by a black-guard birj^ 

But, a} th? fame tim^ I do. affu^e j^ 

upon my rept^tatioii, that I never dk 

fend you any thing for whigh I thofiM 

you could pofftbly be called to an acQou^ 

And you will be m^ witnefs, that I -tf^ 

ways defired you, by a letter, to takefo^ 

good advice before you ventured to pruU 

becaufe I knew the dexterity of dealers \ 

the law at finding outfotr.ething tpfafii 

on, where nq evil is m^ant. J am told h 

deed, that you did accordingly confultfi 

veral very able perfons ; and even Ibnw 

who afterwards appeared againft yoi| 

to which I can only anfwer j that y^ 

tnufl either change your advifers, or di 

tcrmti 



I 
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tcrnm to print nothing that comes from 

a drapier. 

I defireyoti ivill fe?td the indofed let-- 
ter direEied to my lord vifcount MoleCr 
worth, at his houfe at Brackdenftown, 
mar Swords : but 1 would have it Jent 
printed for the convenience of his lord- 

jbifs reading ; becaufe this counterfeit 
hand of my prentice is not very legible. 
j4ndy if you think fit to publijh ity I would 
have you firfi get it read over by fome 
notable lawyer : I am affured^ you will 
find enough of them^ who are friends to 
the drapier, and will do it without a fee\ 
vbicbj I am afraid^ you can ill afford 
after all your expences. For although I 
bffue taken fo much care^ that I think it 
impo£ible to find a topick out of the fol^ 
lowing papers for fefiding you again to 
prifony yet I will not venture to be your 
guarantee. 

This enfui?7g letter co?ttai/2s only ajhort 
account of myfelf and an humble apo- 
If^ for my former pamphlets^ efpecially 
the laft ; with little mention of Mr. Wood, 
fr his lialf-pence ; becaufe I have alrea- 
dy 
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dy /aid eftougb upon that fuhjeB^ « 
occafionjball be gvomfor new rears; a, 
in that cafe^you may perhaps hear ft 
me again, I am 

your friend 

From my (hop in andfervant^ 

St. Francis-fireety 
Dec, 14, 1724. M. 

P. S. For want of intercourfe bePti 
you and me^ which I never wtllfuffa 
your people are apt to make very gi 
errors in theprefsy which I defire yo^\ 
provide againfi. 



* The copies were always amanuenfis pnty \ 

fent to the prefs by fome ob- to whom about two yctt 

Icure iiieflcng:er, who never terthe author gave an aoi 

Jcnew the peiibn from whom ment of 40/. a year «i ) 

he recdvcd them, but gave ward for his fidelity, 
them in at a window. The 




To the Right Honourable the 

wd Vifcount Mole/worthy 

t Ills houfe at Brackdenftown near 
Swords, 

\j Lord, 

efled too late on the maxim of com- 
lon ob/ervers, that thofe, who med- 
a matters out of their caiiing, wiJl 

leaibn to repent; which is now 
led in me : for, by engaging in the 
: of a writer I have drawn upon 
yf the difpleafure of the govern- 
, fignified by a proclamation pro- 
ga reward of three-hundred pounds 
z&[^ faithful(uh]e€ty who mall be 
and inclined to inform again A me; 
liich I may add, the laudable zeal 
induflry of my lord chief-juflice 
fied in his endeavours to di£x>- 
> dangerous a perfon. Therefore, 
her 1 repent or no, I have certainly 
: to do fo ; and the conunon ol>> 
don flill ftands good. 

will fometimes happen, I know 
bow, in the courfe of human af- 
, that a man H^all be inade liable 

to 
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tg legal animadveriions, where he h; 
nothing to anfwer for either to ( 
or Jiis country ; and condemned at Wi 
minjler-hally for what he will never 
charged with at the day of judgmen 
After ftridly examining niy d 
heart, gnd cpnfulting fome divine^ 
great reputation, I cannot acpufe 4 
felf of any * malice or wickedtjefs (tg^ 
the fublick ; of any dejigns tofifvt.fi^ 
tion ; of refieBing on the king and l^ 
nifters ; or of endeavouring to alienBH^ 
affeSiions of the people of this kh^ 
fromthofeof England. All Ican(^ 
my felf yvith, \% a weak atteip^ 
jerve a naticMi in danger of ddibnii^ 
by a moil wicked and malicious, p 
je<9;or, without waiting until I:^ 
called to it$ aiHilance. Which att^ 
however it may perhaps give oae ,( 
title pf pragmatical and overweetm 
will Jiever lie a burthen upon my c$ 
icience. God knows whether I may v 
with all my caution, have already i 
my felf into a fecond danger by oH 
ing thus much in my o^yn vindics^< 

* Articles mentiooed in the indifboent and prodanol 
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' I hstvc hcaid of z judge, who upon 
ciiininal's appeal to the dreadful day 
'dgment, told him, he haxl incurred a 
tunire for appealing to afordgnju- 
EHon: and of another in JVaUsi 
feverely cheek*d the prifoner for 
ing the fame plea ; taxing him 
. reflediing on the court hy fuch a 
poriibn ; becaufe comparifim were 
a, 

ut) in order to hiake fome excufe 
being more fpeculative than others 
ttjr condition, I defire your lord- 
's pardon, while I am doing a very 
i£b thing ; which is to give you fome 
; account of my feJf. 
was bred at a free-fchool, where I 
lired fome little knowledge in the 
I tongue. I ferved my apprenticefhip 
andon, and there fet up for my felf 
1 good fuccefs ; until by the death 
me friends y and misfortunes of other s^ 
turned into this kingdom j and be- 
to employ my thoughts in cultivat- 
the woollen manufaSfure through all 
)ranches ; wherein I met with great 
ouragement, and powerful oppofers, 

whofc 
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whofe objedions appeared to me v 
ftrange and fingular. They argued, t 
the people of England would be oflfei 
ed, if our manufe<9iires were brou 
to equal theirs : and even fbme of 
weaving trade were my enemies 5 wi 
I could not but look upon as aBJ\ 
and unnatural. I remember your lo 
fhip at that time did me the hom 
to come into my fhop, where I fhev 
you * a piece of black and nohite Ji 
juft fent from the dyer ; whidi ;| 
were pleafed to approve of, and be 
cuflomcr for. 

However, I was ib mortified,^ ths 
refolved for the future to fit qoic 
in my (hop, and deal in common gpi 
like the reft of my brethren ; unti 
happened fome months ago, confid 
ing with my felf, that die Umtr i 
foorer fort of people wanted a ph 
flrong coarfejiuff to defend them agat 
cold eafterly winds ^ which then blew v 
fierce and blaftingfor a lofig time to^ 
tber'y I contrived one on purpofe, wh: 

• By this is meant, the Prop9falfor the tauverfal ufe of\ 
manuftCiwriS. 
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(bid very well all over the kingdom, and 
jHdcnred many thoufands jBrom agues, 
1 then made a -ffecond and a third kind 
^fluffs for the gentry, with the lame 
foccef; infbmuch, that an ague hath 
iiaxdhjr been heard of for ibme time. 

This incited me fb far, that I ven- 
tured upon a X fourth piece made of the 
beft Irtft) wool I could get ; and I thought 
it grave and rich enough to be worn by 
tliebeft lord ot judge of the land. But, 
of late {bme great folks complain, as 
I hear, that when they had it on, they 
ielt a Jhuddering in their limbs, and 
bave thrown it off in a rage ; curfing^ 
to hdl the poor drapier, who invent- 
ed it: (b t^t I am determined never 
Viworkforperfons of quality again ; ex- 
c^t iox your lordjhip and a very few 
ware* 

lafliireyour lordfliip upon the word 

of an honeil citizen, that I am not richer, 

bjr the value of one of Mr. Wood's half- 

^ with the fale of all the feveral 

ft^s I have contrived : for, I give the 

f Tbe iratia't three firft letters. 

X The fbiAh letter, againft which the proclatnaticn v.-r.<. 
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Avhole profit to the dyeri and prefftn *; 
And therefore I hope you will pleafii 
to believe, that no other motive, TCfidei 
the love of my country, could engage 
me to bufy my head and hands to tfiel' 
lofs of my time, and the gain of no^ 
thing but vexation and /// wiU, 

I have now in hand one piece offiuf 
to be woven on purpofe for your loidk 
fhip ; although I might be afhamed tor 
offer it to you, after I have confefled, 
that it will be made only from the f 
Jbreds and remnants of the wool emphy" 
id in the former. However I fhall w6rk 
it up a$ well as I can ; and at wodR^' 
ybii need only give it among your te-- 
nants. 

I am very fenfible, how ill your lardK 
fhip is like to be entertained with tlicr \ 
pedantry of a drapier in the tenn# 
of his own trade. How will the matter 
be mended, when you find me entering 
again, although very iparingly, into an 
affair of ftate ? for fuch is now erown 
the controverfy with Mr. Wood^ if ibnie 
great lawyers are to be credited. And as 

* Printers. f Meaning the prele^ letter. 

it 
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it often happens at play, that men be- 
gin with farthings, and go on to goldy 
till fome of them lofe their eftates and 
die in jail : lb it may poffibly fall out 
in my cafe, that by playing too long 
with Mr. Wood's half-pence, I may 
be drawn in to pay a fiiio double to 
the reward for betraying me ; be lent 
to prifbn, and not be delivered thence un- 
til J Jhall have paid the uttermojl far- 
thing. 

There are, my lord, three forts of 
perfbns, with whom I am refolved never 
to dilpute ; a higlrjoay-man with a pif- 
tol at my breaft ; a troop of dragoons, 
who come to plunder my houfe ; and a 
man of the law, who can make a merit 
of accufing me. In each of thefe cafes, 
mhicb are ahnofi the fame, the beft me- 
diod is to J^ep out of the way ; and the 
next beft is to deliver your money, fur- 
render your houfe, and confefs 7iQthing, 

I am told, that the two points in my 
kft letter, from which an occafion of 
ofience hath been taken, are, where I 
mention his majefty's anfwer to the ad- 
drcls of the houfe of lords upon Mr. 

N Woods 
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Woods patent j and where I difcourfe 
upon Irelaiufs being a dependent king- 
dom. As to the former, I can only fajr, 
that I have treated it with the utmoll 
refped and caution ; and I thought it 
neceflary to fhew where Wood's patent 
differed in many efTential parts from all 
others, that ever had been granted ; be- 
caufe, the contrary had for want t^ 
due information been fo flrongly and 
fo largely aflerted. As to the other, of 
IrelafuTs dependency ; I confefs to have 
often heard it mentioned, but was ne- 
ver able to underfland what it meant 
This gave me the curiofity to enquire 
among feveral eminent lawyers, who pptf-". 
fefled they knew nothing of the mat^ 
ter. I then turned over all the fbttuteif 
of both kmgdoms without the leaft in-' 
formation, further than an Irifi zSt^- 
that I quoted, of the 3 3d of Henry VIII/ 
uniting Ireland to England under onc> j 
king. 1 cannot fay, I vfz&forry to be ; 
difappointed in my fearch, becaufe it 
is certain, I could be contented to depntS I 
only upon God and my prince^ and thd- - 
laws of my own country y after the mafH 

ner 
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ur of other nations. But fince my betters 
ire of a different opinion^ and defirc^r- 
her dependencies^ I fhall outwardly fub- 
nit ; yet ftill infifting in my own heart 
ipon the exception 1 made of M. B, dra- 
'ner. Indeed that hint was borrowed 
"rom an idle ftory I had heard in Eng- 
dnd, which perhaps may be common 
ind beaten ; but becaufe it injinuates net- 
her treafon nor/edition^ I will juft bare- 
jr relate it. 

Some hundred years ago, when the 
)eer8 were fo great that the commons 
vctt looked upon as little better than 
heir dependents^ a bill was brought in 
or making fbme new additions to the 
lower and privileges of the peerage. 
Iftcr it was read, one Mr. Drue^ a mem- 
icr of the houfe flood up, and faid, he 
'oy much approved the bill, and would 
^?c his vote to have it pals ; but how- 
TW, forfomereafons beft known to him- 
idf, he defired that a claufe might be 
ofoed for excepting the family of the 
)nies. The oddnefs of the propofition 
lught others to refled a little ; and the 
ill was thrown out. 

N 2 Whether 
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Whether I were miftaken, or went too i 
far in examining tlie dependeng^, muft j 
be left to the impartial judgment of the i 
world, as well as to tlie courts of judi- j 
cature •, although indeed not in fo £^ j 
feSiual and decifive a manner. But to I 
affirm, as I hear fome do, in order to \ 
countenance a fearful and fervilc (pirit, .j 
that this point did not belong to myfub' \ 
jeBy is a falfe and foolifh objedlioD. | 
There were fevcral fcandalous reports \ 
induftrioufly fpread by/5^Wandhisac- j 
complices, to difcburage all oppofition i 
againft his infamous projeA. They ^vc ] 
it out> that we were prepared for a r«^ ] 
hellion '^ that we difputed the king's /»«- 
rogativey and were fhaking off our de^ \ 
pendency. The firft went fb far, and ob- j 
tained fo much belief againft the moft { 
vifible dembnftrations to the contraiy^ \ 
that a great per/on of this kingdom, "! 
now in England^ fcnt over fuch an ac- 
count of it to his friends, as would make 
any good fubjedl both grieve and trem- 
ble. J thought it therefore neceflary to 
treat that calumny as it deferved. Then 
I proved by an invincible argument, that 

we^ 
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covld hare no intendoii to dilpute 
majdlr's frrercgaihe ; becaule the 
'tgatke \i-as not concerned in the 
Rion ; the civilians and lauTers oi* 
nations agreeing, that capper is not 
tj. And lafUy, to clear us trom the 
otation of ihaking ofF our dtpcn- 
y, I (heaved wherein I thought, and 
I ever think, this depgndcnce conllft- 

and cited the ftatute above menjd- 
I made in Ireland', hj which it is 
ied, that '■jikofiver is king of Eng- 
, fial! he ki/iy of Ireland ; and that 
twro kingdoms ihall \x for ever hut 
':ber under one king. This, as I con- 
3d, did wholly acquit us of intend- 
to break our dependency ; becaufe 
as altogether out of our power : for 
V Qo king of Englafid will ever 
mt to the repeal of this Aatute. 
ut upon this article I am charged 
. a heavier accufation* It is faid I 

tpofar-t when I declared, that if 
the VKXcradiQV fhould come to be fixed 

the throne of England (which God 
d) I would fo far venture to trartf- 

this fiatute, that I would lofe the 
N 3 A/ 



i82 THE DRAPIER's LETf ERS. 

laft drop of my bloody before Iwouldfuh' 
mit to hhn as king of Ireland, 

This I hear on all fides is the f^ongeft 
and weigh tieft objeAion againftme ; and 
which hath given the moft offence ; that 
I fhould be fo bold to declare againft a 
diredftatute; and that any motive, bow 
ftrong foevcr, could make me reje^ a 
king, whom England fhould receive. 
Now, if in defending myfelf from this 
accufation I fhould freely confefs, that 
I u'ent too far ; that the exprddipn w» 
very indifcreet, although occafioncd bjr 
my zeal for his prefent majefly, and ho 
proteflant line in the houfe of Hatu- 
ver ; that I fhall be careful never to o^ 
fend again in the like kind \ and that 
I hope this free acknowledgment and . 
ibrrow for my error will be fbme attoncr 
ment, and a little fbfren the hearts of 
my powerful adverfaries \ I fay, if I 
fhould offer fuch a defence as tlus, I do 
not doubt but fome people would wreft 
it to an ill meaning by a fpiteful inter- 
pretation. And therefore, fince I cannot 
think of any other anfwer, which that 
paragraph can admit, I will leave it to 

the 
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^the men oS every candid reader ; but 
tout recanting my own opinion. 
I will now venture to tell your lord- 
ihip a iecret, wherein I fear you are too 
dciq>Iy concerned. You will therefore 
pkaie to know, that this habit of writ- 
.v»g and diicourfing, wherein I unfortu- 
nately differ from a/mofi the whole king- 
dom, and am apt to grate the ears of 
more than I could wi(h, was acquired 
during my apprenticefhip in L/)fuion, 
juxd a long residence there after I had 
ftt up for myfelf. Upon my return and 
iettlement here, I thought I had only 
chatted one country of freedom for ano^ 
tber, I had been long converfing with 
the writings of your lordfhip, Mr. Lochy 
Mr*MolineuXy colonel Sidney*, and other 
diangerous authors, who talk of liberty 
as a bUfj^ngy to which the whole race of 
MOfikiml bath an original title ; whereof 
fibbing but unlawful force can divefl them. 
I. knew a great deal of the feveral Go- 
thick inditutions in Europe ; and by what 
incidents and events they came to be de- 

* He puUiOicd a book in the reign of king If^lliam III. 
catlded the Scate of JDiiimari, with a large {mface. 

N 4 ftroyed\ 
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ftroyed : and I ever thought it the moll 
uncontrouled and univcrlally agreed 
maxim, th.2X. freedom confifts in a people i 
being governed by laws made with their 
(^n confent ; and Jlavery in the ctmtr-a- 
ry. I have been likewife told, and believe 
it to be true, that liberty and property 
are words of known ufe and fignificati- 
on in this kingdom ; and the very law- 
yers pretend tq underftand, and have 
them often in their mouths. Thefe were 
the errors, which have mifle4 me ; and 
to which alone I muft impute the fevere 
treatment I have received. But I fhall 
in time grow wifer^ and learn to coofi- 
der my driver, the road I am i», and 
tt/M wbom I am yoked. Tliis I will ven-* 
ture to fay ; that the boldeft and moft 
obnoxious words I ever delivered, would 
in England have only expofed me as a 
ftupid fool, who went to prove that the 
fun Jbone in a clear funimers day ; and 
I have witnefTes ready to depofe, that 
your lordfhip hath faid and writ fifty 
timesworfej and, what is ftill an aggra- 
vation, with infinitely more wit and learn- 
ip^, fU^d ftronger arguments : (b that a^ 

politiftjf^ 
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^tijcks run, I do not know a peribn 
of more exceptionable principles than 
yourfelf : and if ever I fhall be di£x)r 
rered^ 1 think you will be bound in ho^ 
Bour to pay my fine, and iupport me in 
pfifen ; or elie I may chance to inforM 
ugainft you by way of reprifaL 

In the mean time 1 hcg your lordfhip 
to receive my confefHon ; that if there 
be any fuch thing as a dependency of Ire- 
land upon England^ otherwife than as 
I have explained it, either by the Icetio of 
God^ oi nature^ of reafon^ of nations^ 
or of the landy (which I flialt die rather 
than grant) then was the proclamation 
jtgainft me the molt merciful that ever 
was put out ; and inflead of accufing 
me as malicious^ wicked, zn6.feditiouSy it 
Plight have been diredly as guilty of >6;^i& 
trtafon. 

All I defire is, that the caufe of my 
^untry againft Mr, Wood may not fuf- 
fo by any inadvertency of mine. Whe- 
ther /r^/dr;ft/ depends upon England, or 
only upon God, the king, and the lawy 
{hope no man will aflert, that it depends 
|i|k>ii Mr. Woqd, I (hould be heartily 

forry 
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fbrry that this commendable fpirit againft 
me fhould accidentally (and what, / 
hape^ was never intended) ftrike a damp 
upon that fpirit in all ranks and corpo- 
rations of men againil the delperate and 
ruinous defign of Mr. Wood, Let my 
countrymen blot out thoie parts in my 
lafl letter, which they diflike ; and let 
no rifft remain on my /word to cure 
the wounds I have given to our moft 
mortal enemy. When Sir Charles SidUj^ 
was taking the oaths, where feveral things 
were to be renounced^ he ^d, he loved 
renouncing ; afked if any more were to 
he renounced ; for he was ready to re- 
nounce^smwd[i2i& theypleafed. Although 
I am not fo thorough a renouncer^ yet 
let me have but good cityfecurity agamft 
this peflilent coinage, and I fhall be 
ready not only to renounce every fyllaUe 
in all my four letters, but to deliver them 
cheerfully with my own hands into thofe 
of the common hangman to be burnt 
with no better company than the cotrh- 
ers effigies^ if any part of it hath efcaped 
out of xh^fecular ha?ids of my faithful 
friends, the common people. 

But, 
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But, whatever the fentiments oifom 
people may be, I think it is agreed that 
mftny of thofe, who fubfcribed againft 
me, are on the Ede of a vaft majority in 
the kingdom, who oppofcd Mr. Wood * .• 
and it was with great fatisfadion, that 
\ obferved fpme right honourable names 
very aankahly joined with my own at the 
bottom of a Jlrtmg declaration againft 
him and his coin. But if the admifHon 
of it among us be already determined^ 
the worthy perfon, who is to betray me, 
ought in prudence to do it with all con^ 
venient fpeed ; or elfe it may be diffi- 
cult to fitid three hundred poiinds^^r-* 
Ung for the difcharge of his hire^ when 
the publick (hall have loft £ve hundred 
thouIand> if there be fo much in the 



* As the Drafter's letters fcribed the{>roclaination,were 

: wntten exprefsly againft yet ftrenuous oppofers of 

ffinTs half-pence, it might Wood's projeA. This diftin* 

well be imagined that a pro- Aion is yet more explicit in 

cbnution againft the author tho letter to lord AvJJIttem^ 

would proouce an opinion, which was written foon after 

that to oppofe IVood's half^- the fourth letter, and intend- 

pence was illegal, and fubjeA- ed to be the fifth, though for 

ed the party to pains and pe- fome reafons deferred. — See 

nalties : to prevent (b fatal a the letter to lord Midditton 

miftake it is here remarked, and the note prefixed. 
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nation ; befides four fifths of its annual 
income for ever. 

I am told by lawyers, that in quar- 
rels between man and man it is of much 
weight, which of them gave the firft 
provocation, or ftruck the firft blow. It 
is manifeft that Mr. J^ood hath donp 
both: and therefore I fhould hum- 
bly propofe to have him firft hanged, 
and his drofs thrown into the fea : aJfter 
which the drapier will be ready to ftmi^ 
his trial. // mufi needs be that offences 
comey but wo unto him by whom the of- 
fence cometh. If Mr. ff^ood had held his 
band, every body eife would fjave }i^ 
their tongues: and then there woul4 
have been little need oi pamphlet s^juries^ 
or proclamations upon this occafion. The 
provocation muft needs have been very 
great, which could ftir up an obfcure, 
indolent drapier to become an author. 
One would almoft think, the v&ry fiones 
in the ftreet would r^up in fuch acaufe : 
and I am not fure they will not dofo a- 
gainft Mr. ff^oody if ever he comes with- 
in their reach. It is a known ftory of 
.the dumb boy, whofe tpngue forced a 

paflagjs 
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paflage for fpeech by the horror of fee- 
ing a da^er at his father's throat. This 
may leffen the wonder, that a tradefman 
hid in privacy and fUence fhould cry 
outf when the life and being of his po- 
litical mother are attempted before his 
&ce, and by fb infamous a wretch. 

But in the mean time Mr. Wood the 
defiroyer of a kingdom walks about in 
triumph ; (unlefs it be true, that he is 
in jayi for debt) while he who endea- 
voured to affert the liberty of his coun- 
try is forced to hide his head for occa- 
fionally dealing in a matter of contro- 
verjy. However, I am not the firft, who 
hath been condemned to death for gain- 
ing a great viSiory over a powerful ene- 
my by difobeying for once the llriA or- 
ders of military diifcipline. 

I am now refolved to follow (after the 
u(ual proceeding of mankind, becaufe 
it is too late) the advice given me by 
a certain dean *. He fliewed the mi- 
flake I was in, of trufting to the gene- 
ral good will of the people; that I had 
fucceeded hitherto better than could be 

* The author is fuppored ip m«an himfelf. 

cxpedled; 
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cxpefted; but that fome unfortunate «>*- 
tmnjiantial laffe would probably brin^ 
me within the reach x^i p&wer: that my 
good intentions would be no fecurity i- - 
gainfl thofei who watched every fnotioH of 
my pen in the hittemefs of myfouL H6 
produced an inftance of a perfon as in- 
nocent, as difinterefted, and as ^ell 
meaning as my felf ; who had written f 
a Very feafohable and inoffenfive trcd- 
tife, exhorting the people of this king-r 
dom to wear their own manufa£hirte ; 
for which however the printer was pro^ 
fecuted with the utmoft virulence ; thtf 
juryfent hack nine times \ and the msth 
given up to the mercy of the cotirt 
The dean further obferved, that I wai 
in a manenr left alone to (land the bdttli\ 
while others, who had ten thoufand tiiitie^ 
better talents than a drapier^ Were io 
prudent as to lie ftill; and perhaps 
thought it no unpleafant amufement to" 
look on with fafety, while another wa^ 
giving them diverfion at the bastard of 
his liberty and fortune; and thought 

1 7^e author means hi mfclf again; in the difcourfe ad- 
vifing the people of Inland to wear their own manu&dures. 

they 
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bey made a fufHcient recompeiice by a 
ttle applaufe : whereupon he conclud-»- 
d with a fhort ftory of a Jew at Md- 
^rid\ who being condemned to the fire 
ti account of his religion, a crowd of 
:hool-boys following him to the ft^e, 
nd apprehending they might lofe theif 
b0r/ uhe fhould happen to recant, would 
•ften clap him on the backy and cry, Sta 
\rme Mqyfe (Mofes continue fledfafi.) 

I allow this gentleman's advice to 
lave been very good, and his obferva- 
ions juft ; and in one reipedt my con> 
lition is worfe than that of the y&w : 
or m recantation will fave me. How- 
:ver, it fhould feem by fome late fro- 
-udingSy that my ftate is not altogether 
leplorable. This I can impute to no- 
hmg but the fleadinefs oitwo impartial 
frand-juries ; which hath confirmed in 
ne an opinion I have long entertained ; 
that, as philofophers fay, virtue isfeated 
m the middle 'y fo in another fenie, the 
little virtue left in the world is chiefly 
to be found among the middle rank of 
mankind, who are neither allured out 
jf her paths by ambition, nor driven by 
Poverty, Sin:e 
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Since X^& proclamation occafioned b^ 
my laft letter, and a due preparation for 
proceeding againft me in a court of jus- 
tice, there have been two printed pa- 
pers clandeftinely fpread a bout; where- 
of no man is able to trace the original, 
further than by conjeBure ; which, with 
its ufual charity, lays them to my ac- 
count. The former is entitled, Seafona- 
ble advice^ and appears to have been in- 
tended for information of the grand- 
jury, upon the fuppofition of a bill to 
. be prepared againft that letter. The o- 
ther is an extra<^ from a printed boc^ 
of parliamentary proceedings, in the 
year 1680 ; containing an angry rcfb- 
lution of the houfe of commons in Eng" 
land againfl dijfolving grand-juries. As 
to the former, your lordlhip will find it 
to be the work of a more artful hand, 
than that of a common drapier. It hath 
been cenfured for endeavouring to in- 
fluence the minds of a jury, Avhich 
ought to be wholly free and unbyafled; 
and for that reafon it is manifejl, that 
Tio judge was ever known, either upon 
or off the bench, either by bimfelf or 

his 
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hh JependentSy to ufe the kaft infmua- 
tion, that might poflibly afFed the paf- 
(ions or interefts of any one {m^cjury- 
ntofty much lefs of a whoXzjury ; where- 
of every man mufl be convinced ^ who 
will juft give himfclf the trouble to dip 
into the common printed trials : fo as 
it is amazing to think, what a number 
kJl upright judges there have been in both 
kingdoms for above jixty years pa ft ; 
which, confidering how long they held 
their offices during pleafurey as they flill 
do among us*, I account next to a mira- 
cle. 

As to the other paper, I muft con- 
fcfe it is a fliarp cenfure from an Eng- 
UJb houfe of commons againft dijfolv- 
ing grand-juries by any judge before 
the end of the term, aflizes, or fefuons, 
while matters are under their confide- 
ration and not prefented, as arbitrary, 
illegal, deftru<5tive to publick juftice, a 
manifeft violation of his oath, and as a 

• Perhaps this may account manvfaciures^ and fuperaddcd 

be Whitfiiti's conduit. See to Una Sffifonaile advict to tht 

. ihc notci prefixed to the Pro- grar.J-ju>y 
Pfalfsr tht filt uft of Jrijh 

O means 
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means to fubvert the fundamental lawi 
of the kingdom. 

However, the publiflier feems to have 
been miftaken in what he ainied at. For 
whatever dependance there may be of 
Ireland upon England^ I hope he would 
not infinuate, that the proceedings of 
a lord chief-jujlice in Ireland muft de- 
pend upon a refolution of an Englifit 
houfe of commons. Befldes that reftdit- 
tiony although it were levelled againft 
a particular lord chief-juftice, fir WU- 
Ham ScroggSy yet the occaiion was di- 
redly contrary. For Scroggs dijfohtd 
the grand-jury of London for fear th^ 
fiould ^Tcknt 'y but ours in Dublin wasi 
dijfolvedy becaufe they would ma pce- 
fent ; which wonderfully alters the cafi^ 
And therefore ^ fecoTui grand-jury (up- 
plied that defedl by making a pre&nt- 
ment f that plea/ed the lahole Jdngdom, 
However, I think it is agreed by all par- 
ties, that both the one and the other 
jury behaved themfelves in fuch a man- 
ner, as ought to be remembered to their 

f See the prefcntmnt immediately preceeding this letter. 

honour. 
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honour, while there fhall be any regard 
left among us for virtue ox publickfpirit» 
I am confident, your lordfliip will 
be of my fentiments in one thing ; that 
foflK ihort plain authentick. trad might 
be publiOied for the information both 
oi pttty and grand-juries ^ how far their 
power reacheth, and where it is limit- 
ed ; and that a printed copy of fuch a 
treati{e might be depofited in every 
court to be confulted by the jurymen^ 
before they confider of their verdid: ; 
by which abundance of inconveniences 
would be avoided, whereof innumera- 
ble inftances might be produced from 
(brmer Times ; becaufe 1 will fay no- 
thii^ of the prcfent. 

I have read fomewhere of an Eaflern 
lung, who put z. judge to death for an 
iniquitous fentence ; and ordered his bide 
to be fluffed into a cujhion, and placed 
upon the tribunal for the fon to (it on, 
who was preferred to his father's office. I 
fancy, fuch a memorial might not have 
Icen unufeful to a foil of ik iVilliam 
Scroggs, and that both he and his fuc^* 
fseflbrs would often vriggk in their ieats, 
O z aa 
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as long as the cujhion lafted : I wifli 
the relator had told us what number of 
fuch cu/hions there might be m that 
country. 

I cannot but obferve to your lordfliip, 
how nice and dangerous a point it is 
grown, for a private perfon to inform 
the people, even in an aiFair, where the 
publick intereft and fafcty are fo highly 
concerned^ as that of Mr. ff^ood ; and 
this in a country, where loyalty is vmh 
ven into the the very hearts of thepeopU^ 
feems a little extraordinary. Sir Wilham 
"Scroggs was the firft, who introduc- 
ed that cofnmendable acutenefs iftto the 
courts of judicature ; but how far tBi* 
praAicc hath been imitated by his fuc- 
ceflbrs, or Jlrained upon occafiony is out 
of my knowledge. When pamphlets 
unpleafmg to the jninijlry were prelent- 
ed as libels, he would order the oficn- 
five paragraphs to be read before him ; 
and faid it was ftrange, that the judg« 
and lawyers of the kings-bench ihottld 
be duller than all the people of Eng- 
land : and he was often fo very happy 
in applying the initial letters of names-, 

and 



aS-CXpQimding dubious bints-, ^the two 
cmman expedients among writers of 
bat dafi for efcaping the law) that he 
ifcovered much more than ever the 
Qthors intended ; as many of them, 
r their printers, found to their cofl. 
F ftich methods are to be followed 
I examining what I have already 
Titten, or may write hereafter, upon 
le fubjeA of Mr. IVood^ I defy any 
lan of fifty times my underftanding 
id caution to avoid being entrapped: 
iilefs he will be content to write what 
jne will read, by repeating over the 
id arguments and computations, where- 
* the world is already grown weary. 
) that my good friend Harding lies 
ider this dilemma ; either to let my 
itfted works hang for ever a drying up- 
1 his lines ; or venture to publilh them 

the hazard of being laid by the heels. 

I need not tell your lordfhip where the 
fflbulty lies : it is true, that the king 
id the laws permit us to refufe this coin 
' Mr. ff^ood ; but at the fame time 
is equally true, that the king and the 
ivs permit us to rteeive it. Now, it is 
O 3 barely 
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bony foj/iile^ that the minifters in En^ 
gland vasiy not fuppofe the confcquenees 
of uttering that brafs among us to be lb 
ruinous as we apprehend; becaufe pei^ 
haps, if they underflood it in that light, 
they would in common humanity ufc 
their credit with his majcfty for laving it 
mofi loyal kingdom f rem defiruBion, But 
as long as it fhall pleafe thofe great per- 
fons to think that coin will not \x.fo very 
pernicious to us, we lie imder the dif- 
advantage of being cenfurcd as oblHnate 
in not complying with a royal patoiL 
Therefore nothing remains but to make 
ufe of that liberty, which the king and 
the ta'!i}s have left us, by continuing to 
refufe this coin ; and by frequent re- 
membrances to keep up that fpirit raifed 
againft it, which other wife may be apt to 
flag, and perhaps in time to fink alto« 
gether. For, any pubHck order againft 
receiving or uttering Mr. Wood*^ half- 
pence is not reafonably to be expeded 
in this kingdom without diredHona 
firom England ; which \ think no body 
prcfumes, cr is fa (anguine to hope. 
But to confefs the truth, my lord, X 

begW 




L E T T E R V. 199 

be^ to grow weary of my office as a 
writer ; and could heartily wifli it were 
devolved upon my brethren^ the makers 
of fangs and ballads^ who perhaps are 
the beft qualified at prefent to gather 
iip the gleanings of this controverfy. 
As to my felf, it hath been my misfor- 
tune to begin, and purfue it upon a 
wrong foundation. For, having de- 
iidBxA the frauds and faUhoods of this 
vile impoflor Wood in every part, I fool- 
Hhly difdaimd to have recourfe to whift" 
hgy lamenting, and crying for mercy \ 
but rather chofc to appeal to law and //- 
^/y, and the common rights of mankind, 
without confidering the climate J was in. 
Since your laft refidence in Ireland, 
\ frequently have taken my nag to ride 
about your grounds ', where I fancied 
my fclf to feel an air cf freedom breath- 
ing round me ; and I am glad the low 
condition of a tradefman did not qua- 
lify me to wait on you at your houfe ; 
for then, I am afraid, my writings would 
not have efcapcd yk;^r^r cenfures. But 
I have lately fold my nag, and honeftly 
told his greateft fault, which was that 

O 4 of 
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of {huffing up the air about Brackdeth, 
fiown ; whereby he became flich a lov€# 
of liberty^ that I could fcarce hold him 
in. I have likewife buried at the bot- 
tom of a ftrong cheft your lordfhip's 
writings under a heap of others, that 
treat of liberty j and fpread over a layer 
pr two of Hpbbsy Filmef^ ^fidiriy and 
many more authors of that {lajnp> to Ipc 
Tcadiieft at hand, whenever J {hall be 
difpofed to take up a ;/^i»y^/of princir 
pies in. government. In the mf?aA time 
I de{ign quietly to look to my {hop, ajid 
keep as far out of youf lordihip's influ- 
ence as po{Iible : and if you ever £ec 
any more of my xvritings on this fubjcA, 
I proraife you {hall find thejn a$ inno- 
cent, fis infipid, and without a {^ing, as 
what I have now o{Ferc4 you. But, if 
your Iprdfliip ijvijl pleafe to give me an 
eaiy leafe of fome part of your «{late in 
Yorkpire, thitlier will I carry my cheft ; 
and turning it upfide down, refunif my 
political reading where 1 left off 5 feed 
im plain homely fare, and live and die 
^free honetl£»^/^faimer ; but not witli- 
out i^egret for leaving my countrymen 
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under the dread of the brazen talons of 
Mr, Wood : my moil loyal and innocent 
countrymen ; to whom I owe fo much 
for their good opinion of me, and my 
poor endeavours to ferve them. I am, 
wfth the jgreateft refpeA, 

My Lord, 

your lordjbip's 

mofi obedient 

and mofi humble fervanty 

From my fliop in M. B, 

St.Fraficis-fireety 
Dec, 14, 1724. 

Thefe papers ( for the /:xtb and ftventb Utters 
WPre not publiftied till long afterwaras) prevaled, 
notwithftanding threats, profecutions, and imprifon- 
ment, againfl: all the influence of power and all the 
artifices of cunning : pcrfons of every rank, and eve- 
ry fed united with the irafier in the common cauie, 
his health was a perpetual toad, and his effigies were 
difplayed in every ftreet ; Wood was compelled to 
withdraw his patent, and his half-pence were totally 
fijppreflcd. 



BY many paflagcsin the followinglcttcr, andSy the 
date 06t 6. 1724. it appears to have been written 
loon after the proclsytnation agiinft the drafter for his 
fourth letter, and before the jury had thrown out 
the bill of indi£bnent. Atthiscrifis perhaps the dean 
did not chufe to refume a charaAer which was be- 
come obnoxious, and therefore wrote in his own : 
the original was figned with his name, though it ap- 
peared to have been obliterated by another hand : for 
fome reafon the publication of it was delayed, and it 
was firft printed in an edition of the dcan*s works pub- 
lifhed at DuiUn in 1 735. This however is not the only 
reafon why it is placed after the fifth letter, for the 
fifth letter appears to have been fobftituted in ift 
flead, and not intended to follow it. The fourth let- 
ter, both in this and in the fifth is called the lafi^ which 
could not have happened if both bad beep parts af the 
lame feries. 

The reader will now eafily account for thofc paf- 
fages in the fixth^ by which the profecurion againil 
JJarJing appears to be depending^ though in the fifth 
4r is mcnuoned as pad. 




L E T T E R 

T O T H E 

LORD CHANCELLOR 
MfDDLETON.* 

Written in th? Year 1724. 

My Lprd, 

IDellre you willconfidermcasamem- 
ber, who comes in at the latter end 
of a debate ; or as a lawj-er, who fpeaks 
to a caule, when the matter hath been 
aJmcil exhaufted by thofe who fjxjkQ, 
before. 

I remember fome months ago I was 
at your houfe upon a commiinon, where 
I am one of the governors j but I went 
thither not fo much on account of the 
commifllon, as toafkyou fome queftions 
concerning Mr. Wood^f patent to coin 
half-pence for lreland\ where you very 

* He ({^cd the proclamation agauift the irtpitr. 

freely 
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freely told me in a mixt company, how 
much you had beeh always a^infl diat 
wicked prbjeft + • which raifed in me an 
cfteem for you fo far, that I went in a 
few dayj to make you a viiit after many 
years intenniffion. I am likewife told, 
that your fon wrote two letter? .from 
London (one of which 1 have fcen) em- 
powering thofe, to whom they werexli- 
redted, to afTure his friends, that where- 
as there was a malicious report (pread 
of his engaging himfelf to Mr. JValpole 
for forty tliouland pounds oifVoocTs coin 
to be received in Ireland^ the faid re- 
port was falfe and groundlefs ; and he 
had never difcouried with that minifter 
on this lubjed, nor would ever give his 
confent to have one farthing of the faid 
9oin current here. And although it be 
long fince I have given my felf the trou- 
ble olf converfing with people of tides 
or iiations; yet I have been told by thofe, 
who can take up with fuch amufements, 
that there is hot a confiderable perfon 



f Lord MtdJletm^ though he flgty^d the proclamation a- 
gainft the drafier., w&s yet an enemy to /AW s project, a* 
appears by fcvcral paSges in this letter. 

of 
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of the kingdom fcrupulous in any fort 
to declare his opinion. But all this is 
needlefs to alledge, when we coiifider, 
that the ruinous coniequcnces o£ Wood's 
patent have been fo ftrongly reprefent- 
ied by both houies of parliament ; by the 
privy-council ; the lord mayc»- and al- 
dermen of Dublin 'y by fo many corpo- 
rations ; and the concurrence c^ the 
prihdpd gentlemen in moil counties at 
their tjuarter-feftions, without any re- 
gard to party, reUgion, or nation. 

I conclude from hence, that the cur* 
tency (rf thefe half-pence w:ould in the 
iiniTerial opinion of our people be utter- 
ly <leftniSive to this kingdom ; and 
confequently that it is every man*s duty 
not only to refufe this coin himfelf, but 
as far as in him lies, to perfuade others 
to do the like : and whether this be done 
in private or in print, is all a cafe ; as 
no layman is forbidden to write, or to 
djfcourfe upon religious or moral fub- 
jeds, although he may not do it in a 
ptilpit (at leaft in our church.) Neither 
is this an affair of ftate, until authority 
ihall think £t to declare it to : or if ycu 

fliould 
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ihot^ underfbnd it in that khk^ yet 
you 1^ pleafe to coniider, that I am not 
now preaching. 

Therefore I do think it my duty, fmc« 
the drapkr will probably be no mc»'a 
iieard of^ (o far to fupply his ^ce, as 
not to in^ur his fortune : for I have learnt 
froQi 9ld experientie, that there are time« 
wheiisin a man ought to be cautious as 
well as innocent. I therefore hope, that 
preserving both thpfe charaders, I may 
be allowed by offering new arguments 
or en&vcing old ones to re£re(h the me- 
moiy qf my fellow-fubjeds, icoA keep 
up that ^)od fpirit iraiied among them 
to prderve themfelves from utter ruin by 
lawfid means, and fuch as are permitted 
by his majefly. 

I believe you vi^ill pleafe to allow me 
two propofitions : firft, that we are a 
mod. loyal people ; and fecondly, that 
we 9re a free people, in the common ac- 
ceptation of that wc»'d affiled to a fub- 
jed under a limited monarch. I know 
very Well, tfiat you and I did many years 
ago io diicpurfe diiier much in the pre* 
ience of lord Wharton about the mean'* 

ing 
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Jhg of that word liberty with rektion to 
Ireland, But if you will not allow us to 
be a free people ; there is only another 
appellation left, which I doubt, my lord 
diief juflice TFhitJhed vfoyAA call me to 
account for, if I venture to beftows 
for I obiferved (and I ihall never forget 
upon what occafron) the device upon 
his coach to be hibertas ^ natalefolumy 
»t th? very point of time when he was 
fitting in his court, and perjuring him- 
lyf to betray both. * 

Now, as for our loyalty to his pre* 
fent majefty ; if it hath ever been equal- 
led in any other part of his dominions, 
I am (lire it hath never been exceeded : 
^nd I am confident he hath nojt a mi- 
nifter in England^ who could ever call 
it once in queftion ; but that feme hard 
rumours at leail have been tranfmitted 
fix>m t'other £lde the water, I (iippof^ 
you will not doubt : and rumours of the 
ievereft kind ; which many good peo- 
ple have imputed to the indired pro- 
ceeding of Mr. Wood2xA his emif&ries : 
as if he endeavoured it fhould be thought, 

*StKtht addrefi to hath bti4*f of parUamtitt., by M. E dr«fitr. 

that 
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that our loyalty depended upon the tcft 
of refiiiing or taking his copper. Now, 
as I am fure you will admit us to be a 
loyal people j fo you will think it par- 
donable in Us to hope for all proper 
marks of favour and proteftionirom fo 
gracious a king, that a loyal and free 
people can exped : among which, we 
all agree in reckoning this to be one ; 
that Wood^s half-pence may never have 
entrance into this kingdom. And this 
we fliall continue to w^, when we dare 
no longer exprefs our wilhes ; although 
there were no fuch mortal as a draper 
in the world. 

. I am heartily forry, that any writer 
(hould in a caufe fb generally ap|M-ov*d 
give ocs^on to the government and 
council to char^ him with * paragraphs 
{'highly tefleding upon his majefty 
i' and his minifters; tending to alienate 
*t^ the afFedions of his good fubjeds^ in 
'*: ^nglandzudi Ireland from each other j 
^* and to promote fedition among the 
«. people.** I mud confefs, that with 
imny others I thought he meant well'; 

"*•• In the <&-^*r';4jk letter^ « 

' ''' although 
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although he might have the failing of 
better writers, to be not always fortu- 
nate in the manner of exprefling himfelf. 

However, fince the drapier is but one 
man, I fhall think I do a pubUck fer- 
vice by aflerting, that the reft of my 
countrymen are wholly free from learn- 
ing out of bis pamphlets to refled: on 
the king or his miniftcrs, and to breed 
(edition. 

I fblemnly declare, tliat I never once 
heard the leaft refledion caft upon the 
king on the fubjed of Mr. Wood's coin : 
for in many difcourfes on this matter, I 
do not remember his majefty's name to 
be fo much as mentioned. As to the mi- 
niftry in England^ the only two perfons 
hinted at were the duke of Grafton and 
Mr. Walpole: the former, as I have 
heard you and a hundred others afHrm, 
declared, that he never faw the patent 
in favour of Mr. Wood^ before it was 
pafled, although he was then lord lieu- 
tenant : and therefore I fuppofe every 
body believes, that his grace hath been 
wholly unconcerned in it ever fince. 

. Mr. Walpole was indeed fuppofed to 
be underftood by the letter W, in feve- 
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ral news papers ; where it is faid that 
fome exprelfions fell from him not very 
favourable to the people of Ireland', for 
the truth of which the kingdom is not 
to anfwer, any more than for the dif- 
cretion of the publifhers. You obferve, 
the drapier wholly clears Mr. Walfole 
of this charge by very ftrong arguments ; 
and fpcaks of him v/ith civility. I can- 
not deny myfelf to have been often pre- 
fent, where the company gave their o- 
pinion that Mr. IFalpole favoured Mr. 
Wood's projects, which I always con- 
tradicfted ; and for my own part never 
once opened my lips againft that mini- 
fter cither in mixed or particular mect-^ 
ings : and my reafon for this relenred- 
nefs was j becaufe it pleafed him in die 
queen % time, (I mean queen Anne of 
ever blefled memory) to make a fpeech 
dircdlly againft me by name in thehoufe 
of commons, as I was told a very few 
minutes after in the court of requefis by 
more than fifty members. 

But you, who are in a great ftation 
here, (if. any thing here may be called 
great) cannot be ignorant, that who- 
ever is underftocd by publick voice to be 

chief 
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chief rniniHer, will among the general 
talkers Ihare the blame, whether juftly 
or no, of every thing that is diiliked ; 
which I could eafily make appear in 
many inftanccs from my own know- 
ledge, while I was in the world ; and 
particularly in the cafe of the f greateft, 
the wifeft, and the moft imcorrupt mi- 
nifter I ever converfed with. 

But, whatever unpleafing opinion 
Ibme people might conceive of Mr. IFcl- 
poie on account of thofe half-pence, I 
dare boldly affirm it was entirely owing 
to Mr. Wood. Many perfons of credit 
come from England have affirmed to 
me and others, that they have feen let- 
ters under his hand full ot arrogance and 
infblcnce towards Ireland^ and boafting 
of his favour with Mr. IFalpole; which 
is highly probable ; bccaufe he reafon- 
ably thought it for his intercft to fpread 
fuchareport, and becaufe it is the known 
talent c^ low and little fpirits, to have 
a great man's name perpetually in their 
mouths. 

Thus I have fufficiently juftified the 
people of h'cland from learning any bad 

t Supptfedta be the lardtrtafurtrOidoxi, 

P 2 kfisya. 
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leflbn out of the drafter s pamphlets 
with regard to his majefty and his mi- 
iiifters : and therefore, if tliofe papers 
were intended to fbw fedition among us, 
' d be thanked the feeds have fallen 
;■ on a very improper foil. 

As to alienating the afFedions of the 
peopleof £«^/<2W and Ire/ami fromcsich. 
other; 1 belicte the drapiery whatever 
his intentions were, hath left that mat- 
ter juft as he found it. 

1 have lived long in both kingdoms, 
as well in country as in town ; and 
therefore take myfelf to be as well in- 
formed as moft men in the difpofitions 
of each people tovv^ards the other. By 
the people I underftand here, only the 
bulk of the common people ; and I de- 
fire no lawyer may diftort or extend my 
meaning. 

There is a vein of induftry and par- 
fimony, that runs through the whole 
people of Englandy which added to the 
eafinefs of their rents makes them rich 
andfturdy. Asto Irelandy they know lit- 
tle more of it than they do oi Mexico \ far- 
ther than that it is a country liibjed: to the 
king of England^ full of boggs, inha- 
bited 
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hited by wild Irtjh papijfs, who are kept 
in awe by mercenary troops fent from 
thence; and their general opinion is, 
that it were better for England if this 
whole ifland were funk into the fea : for 
they have a tradition, that every forty 
years there mull he a rebellion in 
Irsland. I have feen the grofleft fuppo- 
fitions pafs upon them : that the wild 
Irijh were taken in toyls j but that in 
fome time they would grow fo taine, 
^ to eat out of your hands : I have been 
afked by hundreds, and particularly by 
my neighbours your tenants at Pepper- 
haray whether 1 had come from Ireland 
by fea : and upon the arrival of an IriJh 
man to a country town, I have known 
£rouds coming about him, and wonder- 
ing to fee him look fo much better thaij 
themfelves. 

A gentleman now in Dublin affirms, 
that paffmg fome months ago through 
Northampton^ and finding the whole 
town in a lurry, with bells, bonfires, 
and illuminations ; upon afking the caufe, 
Jhe was told, it was for joy, that the 
Irfjh had fubmitted to receive TVood's 

P 3 h*: 
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half-pence. This, I think, plainly fhews 
what fentiments that large town hath 
of us; and how little they made it their 
own cafe ; although they lie diredly in 
our way to London^ and therefore can- 
not but be frequently convinced that we 
have human fhapes. 

As to the people of this kingdom, 
they confift cither of Irip papifts^ who 
are as inconfiderable in point of power, 
as the women and children ; or of En- 
glijh protefiants^ who love their brethren 
of that kingdom, although they may 
pofllbly fometimes complain when they 
think they are hardly ufed : however, 
I confefs, I do not fee that it is of any 
great confequence, how their perfonal 
affedions (land to each other, while the 
fea divides them, and while they con- 
tinue in their loyalty to the fame prince. 
And yet I will appeal to you, whether 
thofc from England have reafon to com* 
plain, when they come hither in pur- 
fuit of their fortunes ? or, whether the 
people of Ireland have reafon to boafl, 
when they go to England m^x^ the fame 
riefign ? 

My 
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My fecond propofition was, that we 
of Ireland are a free people : this, I fup- 
pofe, you will allow, at leaft with cer- 
tain limitations remaining in your own 
breaft. However, I am fure it is not 
criminal to affirm ; becaufc the words 
liberty and property ^ as applied to the 
fubje<ft, are often mentioned in both 
houfes of parliament, as well as in yours 
and other courts below : from whence it 
muft follow that the people of Ireland 
do, or ought to enjoy all the benefits of 
the common and ftatutc law ; fuch as 
to be tried by juries, to pay no money 
without their own confent as reprefent- 
ed in parliament, and the like. If this 
be fo, and if it be univerfally agreed, 
that a free people cannot by law be com- 
pelled to take any money in payment, ex- 
cept gold and filver ; I do not fee why any 
man fhould be hindered from caution- 
ing his countrymen againft this coin of 
William Wood\ who is endeavouring 
by fraud torobusof that property, which 
the laws have fccured. If I am miflaken, 
and this copper can be obtruded on us, 
I would put the drapiers cafe in ano- 

P 4 ther 
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ther light by fuppofing, that a perfon 
going into his fliop (hould agree for thir- 
ty {hillings worth of goods, and force 
the feller to take his payment in a par- 
cel of €opper-pieces intrinfically not 
worth above a crown : I deiire to know 
whether the drapier would not be adhi- 
ally robbed of five and twenty {hillings; 
and how far he could, be faid to be mafter 
of his property ? The fame queftion 
may be applied to rents and debts on 
bond or mortgage, and to all kind of 
commerce whatfoever. 

Give me leave to do what the drapier 
hath done more than once before me ; 
which is, to relate the naked fa<5t, as it 
ftands in the view of the world. 

One William Wood Efq; and hard- 
ware-man obtains by fraud a patent in 
England to coin 108,000/. in copper 
to pafs in Ireland^ leaving us liberty to 
take or to refufe. The people here, in 
all Ibrts of bodies and repre{entatives, do 
openly and heartily declare, that they 
will not accept this coin ; to ju{lify thelc 
declarations they generally offer two rea- 
ibiis J firft, bccaufe by the words of the 

patent 
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patent they are left to their own choice; 
and fecondly, becaufe they are not o- 
biiged by law : fo that you fee there is, 
Bellutn at que vt'rum, a kingdom on one 
fide, and William Wood on the other. 
And if Mr. Wood gets the vidory at the 
expence oi Ireland's ruin, and the profit 
of one or two hundred thoufand pounds 
(I mean by continuing, and counter- 
feiting as long as he lives ) for himfelf ; 
I doubt, both prefent and future ages 
will at leaft think it a very fingular 
fcheme. 

If this fad be truly ftated, I muft 
confefs, I look upon it as my duty, fo 
far as God hath enabled me, and as long 
as I keep within the bounds of truth, of 
duty, and of decency, to warn my fel- 
low-fubjefts as they value their king, 
their country, and all that ought or can 
be dear to them, never to admit this per- 
nicious coin ; no not fo much as one 
fingle half-penny. For if one fingle thief 
forces the door, it is in vain to talk of 
keeping out the whole crew behind. 

And while I fhall be thus employed, 
\ will never give my fclf leave to fuppofe 

that 
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that what I lay can either ofFend my 
* lord lieutenant, whofe perlbn and great 
qualities I have always highly refpeded 
(as I am fure his excellency will be my 
witnefs) or the miniflers in England^ 
with whom I have nothing to do, or 
they with me; muchlels ^^privy-coun- 
cil here ; who, as I am informed, did 
fend an addrefs to his majeftyagainft Mr. 
Wood's coin ; which if it be a miftake, 
I deflre I may not be accufed for a 
fpreader of falfe news : but I confefs, I 
am fo great a ftranger to affairs, that 
for any thing I know, the whole body 
of the council may fince have beeu 
changed : and although I obferved fome 
of the very fame names in a late decla-r 
ration againft that coin, which I (aw 
fubfcribed to the proclamation againft 
the drapier, yet poflibly they may be 
different perfons : for they are utterly un- 
known to me, and are like to continue fo. 
In this controverfy, where the rea- 
foners on each fide are divided by St, 
George's channel, his majefty's preroga- 
tive perhaps would not have been men- 

• Ljri Carteret, »»» wr/ Granville. 

tioned, 
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tioned, if Mr. Wood and his advocates 
had not made it neceflliry by giving out, 
that the currency of his coin fhould be 
enforced by a proclamation. The traders 
and common people of the kingdom 
were heartily willing to refufe this coin; 
but the fear of a proclamation brought 
along with it moft dreadful apprehen- 
fions. It was therefore abfblutely necel^ 
(ary for the drapier to remove this dif- 
ficulty ; and accordingly in one of his 
former pamphlets he produced invin- 
cible arguments, (wherever he picked 
them up) that the king's prerogative was 
not at all concerned in the matter ; fince 
the law had fufficiently provided againft 
any coin to be impofed on the fubje<9:, 
except gold and filver; and that copper is 
not money, but, as it hath been properly 
called, numinorum famulus. 

The three former letters from the 
drapier having not received any publick 
cenfure, I look upon them to be with- 
out exception ; and that the good peo- 
ple of the kingdom ought to read them 
often in order to keep up that j(pirit raif- 
cd againft this deftrudive coin of Mr. 

Wood: 
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Wcod: as for this laft letter, againft which 
a proclamation is ifTued ; I Ihall only 
fay, that I could wifh it were ftripped of 
all that can be any way exceptionable ; 
which I would not think it below me 
to undertake, if my abilities were equal; 
but being naturally fomewhat flow of 
comprehenfion, no lawyer, and apt to 
believe the beft of thofe, who profefs 
good defigns without any vifible motive 
either of profit or honour; I might pore 
for evCT, without diflinguiihing the 
cockle from the com. 

That which I am told gives the great- 
eft offence in this laft letter f is, where 
the drapier affirms, that if a rebellion 
fliould prove fo fuccefsfuj, as to fix the 
pretender on the throne of England^ he 
would venture fo far to tranfgrefs the 
Irip ftatute, which unites Ireland to 
England under one king, as to lofe eve- 
ry drop of his blood to hinder him fronj 
being king of Ireland. 

I fhall not prefume to vindicate any 
man, v^ho openly declares he would 
tranfgrefs a ftatute ; and a ftatute of 

t Letter iv. fee the note prefixed to tlii> letter. 

fucli 
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fuch importance : but with the moft 
humble fubmiflion and defire of pardon 
for a very innocent miftake, I fhould 
be apt to think, that the loyal intention 
of the writer might be at leaft fome fmali 
extenuation of his crime : for, in this 
I confefs my felf to think with the dra- 
pier, 

I have not been hitherto told of any 
other objedions againfl that pamphlet ; 
but I fuppofe, they will all appear at the 
profecution of the drapier. And I think, 
whoever in his own confcience believes 
the faid pamphlet to be wicked and ma- 
licious^ feditious and fcandalous^ i>igh(y 
reJleSling upon his majejiy and his mini- 
JierSy &c. would do well to difcover the 
author, (as little a friend as I am to the 
trade of informers) although the reward 
of 300 /. had not been tack'd to the 
difcovery. I own, it would be a great 
fatisfafiion to me to hear thearguements 
not only of judges, but of lawyers upon 
this cafe. Becaufe you cannot but know, 
there often happens occafions, wherein 
it would be very convenient, that the 
bulk of the people fhould be informed 

how 
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how they ought to conduct themfelves ; 
and therefore it hath been the wifdom 
of the Englijh parliaments to be very re- 
ferved in limiting the prefs. When a bill 
is debating in either houfe of parliament 
there, nothing is more ufual, than to 
have the controverfy handled by pam- 
phlets on both fides, without the leaft 
animadverfion upon the authors. 

So here, in the cafe of Mr. ff^ood and 
his coin ; fince the two houfes gave their 
opinion by addreiles, how dangerous the 
currency of that copper would be to 
Jreiafu/yitwas without all queftionboth 
lawful and convenient, that the bulk of 
the people fliould be let more particu- 
larly into the nature of the danger they 
were in and of the remedies that were 
in their own power, if they would have 
the fenfe to apply them ; and this can- 
not be more conveniendy done, than by 
particular perfons, to whom God hath 
given zeal and underftanding fufficient 
for fuch an undertaking. Thus it hap- 
pened in the cafe of that deftrudive 
proje<St for a bank in Irelandy which was 
brought into parliament a few years ago; 

and 
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iiAlt waa 'lowed, that the arguments 
ilid writiiiqgs of fbme without doors con-> 
r&uted very much to rejed it. 

Now, I fliould be heartily glad, if 
ome able lawyers would prefcribe the 
imits, how far a private man may ven- 
ureindelivering his thoughts upon pub- 
ick matters : becaufe a true lover of his 
»untTy may think it hard to be a qui- 
t ftander-by, and an indolent looker-on, 
vhile a publick error prevails, by which 
I whole nation may be ruined. Every 
nan who enjoys property, hath fbme 
hare in the publick ; and therefore the 
are of the publick is in fome degree 
rvery fuch man's concern. 

To come to particulars; I could wifli 
o know, whether it be utterly unlaw- 
iil in any writer fo much as to mention 
he prerogative ; at leaft fo far as to bring 
t into doubt upon any point whatfo- 
vcr : I know it is often debated in 
Veftminfier-hall ; and Sir Edward 
loke^ as well as other eminent lawyers, 
lo frequently handle that fubjed: in 
heir books. 

Secondly, how far the prerogative ex- 
tends 



1 
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tends to force coin upon the fubje£l, 
which is not fterling ; fuch as lead, 
brafs, copper, mixt metal, (hells, leather, 
or any other material; and fix upon it 
whatever denomination the crown fhall 
think fit? 

Thirdly, what is really and truly 
meant by that phrafe of a depending 
/J/;srg-e/o^;«,as applied to /r^/<3:W,and where- 
in that dependency confifteth? 

Laflly, In what points relating to li- 
berty ziid. property the people oi Ireland 
differ, or at leaft ought to differ, from 
thofe of England* 

If thefeparticulars were made fo clear, 
that none could miftake them, it would 
be of infinite eafe and ufe to the king- 
dom ; and either prevent or filence all 
difcontents. 

My lord Sommersy the greateft man 
I ever knew of your robe, and whofe 
thoughts of Ireland differed, as far as 
heaven and earth, from thofe of fome 
others among his brethren here, lament- 
ed to me, that the prerogative of the 
crown or the privileges of parliament 
fliould ever be liable to difpute in any 

finglc 




L E T T E R VI. 225 

fingle branch of either ; by which means, 
he (aid, the publick often fuflered great 
inconveniences, whereof he gave me 
leveral inftances. I produce the autho- 
rity of fo eminent a perfon to juftify my 
deures, that ibme high points might be 
cleared. 

For want of fuch known afcertain- 
ment how far a writer may proceed in 
exprefUng his good wiflies for his coun- 
try, a perfon of the moft innocent in- 
tentions may pofHbly by the oratory and 
comments of lawyers be charged with 
many crimes, which from his very foul 
lie abhors ; and confequently may be 
ruined in his fortunes, and left to rot 
among thieves in fbme ftinking jayl, 
merely for miftaking the purlieus of the 
law. I have known in my life-time a 
printer profecuted and convided for pub- 
lifhing a * pamphlet, where the au- 
thor*s intentions, lam confident, were as 
gQod and innocent as thoie a of martyr 
at his laft prayers. I did very lately, as 

* Smpptfed to be, A propofal for the unlverial ufe of 
Jriflt manufa^hires, written by the author . 

Q^ I thought 
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I thought it my duty, preach to the 
people under my infpedioh upon the 
fobjeft df Mr. WooSs coin; and al^ 
though I never heard that my fermon 
gave the leaft offeice, ^s I am fure none 
Hva* intehdedi yet, if it were now print* 
ed and publiflied, I cannot f^, I would 
ihfure it from the hands or the com- 
mon fearigriian, ot my own pcrfon froni 
thbfe of a meflcnger. 

I^ave heard the late chief juftice Hok 

^^m,that in all criminal cafes the moft 

favourable interpretation fliould be {Jut 

'tipoh words, that they can pofliby bear. 

Ydii meet the fame pofition iaflertedih 

Trikhy triais for the greateft crimes ; 

though often Very ill pKwStifed by the 

-pierpctual^oriiiptidli of judges. And I 

-rciiicmber at a trikl in Kerity where fir 

~George Rook was indided idi calling a 

■gentleman knave and villaSn, the lawyer 

for the defendant brought ofF his client 

liy alledging, that the words were not 

injurious; for knave in the old and true 

fignification imported only a fervaat ; 

and villain in laHny is villicus^ which is 

no 
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no more than a man employed in coun- 
try labour, or rather a baily. 

If fir yohn Holt's opinion were a 
^bmdard maxim for all times and cir- 
cumftances, any writer with a very fmall 
meafure of diicretion might eafily be 
iafe; but I doubt in pra&ice it hath 
been frequently controlled, at leaft be- 
fore his time : for I take it to be an old 
rule in law. 

I have read, or heard, a paffage of 
^jffujt Lett an Italian ; who being in 
Londotty bufying himfelf with writing 
the hiftory of England^ told king Charies 
the fecond, thathe endeavoured as much 
as he could to avoid giving offence, 
^t found it a thing impoflible, al- 
though he fliould have been as wife 
as Solomon. The king anfwered, that if 
.tliis were the cafe, he l^d better employ 
his time in writing proverbs as Solor 
mon did : but Lett lay under no pub- 
Jick neceflity of writing; neither would 
England have been one half-penny the 
better or the worfe, whether he writ 
pr no. 

0^2 This 
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This I mention, becaufe I kn6W it 
will readily be objedled ; what have pri- 
vate men to do with the publick ? what 
call had a drapier to turn politician, to 
meddle in matters of ftate ? would not 
his time have been better emjJoyed in 
looking to his fhop ; or his pen in writ- 
ing proverbs, elegies, ballads, garlands, 
and wonders ? he would then have be«i 
out of all danger of proclamations, and 
profecutions. Have we not able magi- 
ftratcs and counfellors hourly watching 
over the publick-weal ? All this may be 
true : and yet when the addrefles from 
both houfes of parliament agaihft Mr. 
JVoocTs half-pence failed of fuccefs, if 
fome pen had not been employed to in- 
form the people how far they might le- 
gally proceed in refufing that coin, to 
dete6l the fraud, the artifice, and info- 
cnce of the coiner, and to lay open the 
moft ruinous confequences to the whole 
kingdom, which would inevitably fol- 
low from the currency of the faid coin, 
r might appeal to many hundred thou- 
fand people, whether any one of them 
* would 
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^iRiId ever have had the courage or (a- 
ftdty to lefiiie it. 

If this copper fliould begin to make 
s wa7 among the common ignorant 
ec|)Ie, we are inevitably undone. It is 
My, who give us the greateft appre- 
eimon, being eafily frighted, and gree- 
Y to fwallow mif- informations : for, if, 
ircry man were wife enough to under- 
and his one intereft, which is every 
iaix*s principal Audy, there would be 
o need of pamphlets upon this occa- 
on : but as things ftand, I have thought 
: abfblutely ncceffary from my duty to 
rod, my king, and my countij, to in- 
irm the people, that the proclamation 
itely iiTued againft the drafter doth 
ot in the leaft afFed the cafe of Mr. 
^ood and his coin ; but only refers to 
atain paragraphs in the drapters laft 
amphlet *, (not immediately relating 
) his fubjed, nor at all to the merits of 
le caufe) which the government was 
leafed to diflike \ io that any man has 
le fame liberty to rejed, to write, and 
> declare againft this coin, which 

• The 4lh letter. 

0.3 J^e 
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he had before : neither is, any man ob- 
liged to believe, that thofe honourable 
perfons (whereof you are the firft) who 
figned that memorable? proclamati<Mi a- 
gainfl the drapier^ have at all changed 
their opinions with regard to Mr. Woody 
or his coin. 
- Therefore concluding my fclf to be 
thus far Upon a fafe and fure' foot, I 
ihall continue upon any proper occafi- 
on, as God enables me, to revive and 
prefervc that fpirit raifed in the nation 
(whether the real author were a real 
drapier tx no is little to the purpofe) 
againft this horrid defign of Mr. Wood-^ 
at the fame time carefully watching eve- 
ry ftroke oi my pen, and venturing on- 
ly to incur the publick cenfure of the 
world as a writer, not of my lord chief 
jliftice JVbitJhed as a criminal. When- 
ever an order (hall come out by autho- 
rity, forbidding all men upon the high- 
eft penalties to offer any thing in writ- 
ing or difcourfe againft Mr. Wood^s half- 
pence, 1 fhall certainly fubmit. How- 
ever, if that fhould happen, I am de- 
termined to be fomewhat more tljan the 

lafl 
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Kift man in the kingdom tx> receive 
them ; becaufe I will never receive theoi 
3t all ; for although I know how to be 
filent, I have not yet learned to pay ac- 
tive obedience againft my conscience, 
and the publick fafety. 

I defire to put a cafe, which I think 
tbiC drafner in fbme of his books hath 
put before me ; although not fo fully 
as it requires. 

You know the copper half-pence in 
England 2ac coined by the publick ; and 
every piece worth pretty near the value 
of the copper. Now fuppofe, that, in- 
flead <^ t&e publick coinage, a patent 
had been granted to fbm^ private, ob- 
icure perfon for coining a propcution* 
able quantity of copper in that king- 
dom, to what Mr. JVood is preparing in 
t^ ; and all of it at leaft five times be- 
low the intrindc value : the current mo* 
ney of England is reckoned to be twen- 
ty millions ; and ours under * five hun- 
dred thoul^d pounds : by this compu-* 
tation, as Mr. ff^ood hath power to g^vc 
us 108,000 pounds; fo the patoitee in 

• // Isjiiut fuai to 200,000 /. 

(^4 England^ 
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England by the fame proportion might 
circulate four millions three hundred 
and twenty thoufand pounds; befides 
as much more by ftealth and counter- 
feits. I defire to know from you, wlie- 
ther the parliament might not have ad- 
drefled upon fuch an occafion; what 
fuccefs they probably would have had ; 
and how many drapiers would have 
rifen to pefter the world with pamphlets: 
yet that kingdom would not be fp great 
a fufferer as ours in the like cafe ; bc- 
caufe their cafti would not be conveyed 
into foreign countries, but lie hid in the 
chefts of cautious, thrifty men until 
better times. Then I defire for the fatif- 
fadtion of the publick, that you will 
pleafe to inform me, why this country 
is treated in fo very different a manner 
in a point of fuch h^gh importance ; 
whether it be on account of Poinings 
a<ft ; of fubordination ; dependence j or 
any other term of art, which I fhall 
not conteft, but am too dull to under- 
ftand. 

I am very fenfible, that the good or 
ill fuccefs of Mr, fP'ood will affedt you 

lefs 




LETTER VI. 233 

le(s than any perfbn of confequence in 
the kingdom ; becaule I hear you are 
fo prudent as to make all your purchafes 
in Efigland ; and truly fb would I, if 
I had money, although I were to pay a 
hundred years purchafe; bocaufelihould 
be glad to pofiefs a freehold, that could 
not be taken from me by any law, to 
which I did not give my own confent: 
and where I ihould never be in danger 
of receiving my rents in mixt copper at 
the lofs of fixteen /hillings in the pound. 
You can live in eafe and plenty at 
Pepper-hara in Surry ; and therefore I 
thought it extremely generous and pub- 
lick fpirited in you to be of the Hng- 
dom*s fide in this difpute by fhewing 
without referve your difapprobation 'of 
Mr. Wood's defign ; at leaft if you have 
been fb frank to others as you were to 
me ; which indeed I could not but won- 
der at, confidering how much we dif- 
fer in other points ; and therefore I 
could get but few believers, when I at- 
tempted to juflify you in this article 
from your own words. 
J would humbly offer another thought, 

which. 
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^viudi I do not remonber to have fal> 
kn under the drttpUrs obiervatbn. If 
thde half-pence ihould once gain ad- 
mittailice, it is agreed, . that in no long 
^ce of time, what by the clandeftine 
pradices of t]p coiner, what by his own 
counterf^ltyiand thoie of others either 
from abroad or at home, his limited 
quantity would be tripled upon us, un^ 
til there would not be a grain of gold 
or iilver vifible in the nation. This in 
my opinion would lay a heavy charge 
upon the crown by creating a neceflity 
of tranfinitting money from England to 
pay the falaries at leaft of the princi- 
pal civil officers : for I do not conceive 
how a judge (for inftance) could fup- 
polt his dignity with a thoufand pounds 
a year in Wood^s coin ; which would 
not intriniically be worth near two hun- 
deed. To argue that thefe half-pence, 
if no other coin were current, would 
anfwer the general ends of commerce 
among ouHelves, is a great miflake, and 
the drapier hath made that m.atter too 
clear to admit an anfwer, by fhewing 
us what every owner of land muft be 

forced 
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ibrced to do with the produds of it in 
iiich a diArefs. You may read his re^ 
marks at large in his iecond or third 
ktter ; to which I refer you. 

Before I conclude) I cannot but c^ 
krvCf that for feveral months paft there 
have more papers been written in this 
town, fuch as they are, all upon the 
heft publick principle, the love of our 
country, than perhaps hath been known 
in any other naticm in (o (hort a time : 
I (peak in general from the drapier 
down to the maker of ballads ; and all 
without ^y regard to the common mO" 
tivcs of writdrs ; which are profit, fa- 
vour, and reputation. As to profit, I 
am afTured by perfbns of credit, that 
the beft ballad upon Mr. ^Wwill not 
yield above a groat to the author ; and 
the unfortunate adventurer Harding * 
declares he never made the drapier any 
prefent, except one pair of Icif&rs. As 
to &vour, whoe\'er thinks to make his 
court by oppofing Mr. Wood is not 
very deep in politicks. And as to re- 
putation, certamly no man of worth and 

• Tl>p printer pf the irafi(i*i letter*. 

learning 
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learning would employ his pen upon Co 
tranfitoiy a fiibjed, and in fo obfcure 
i comer of die world, to diflinguifli. 
himfelf as an author. So that I look, 
upon niy felf, the drapiery and my nu- 
merous brethren, to be all true patriots 
in our feveral degrees, 
t All that the pubUck can expedl for 
the future is, oiily to be fometimes warn- 
ed to beware of Mr. Wood's half-pence; 
and to be referred for convidion to the 
drapiers reafons. For a man of the moft 
fuperior underftanding will find it im- 
poflible to make the befl ufe of it, while 
he writes in confbraint ; perpetually 
ibftening, correcting, or blotting out ex- 
preflions, for fear of bringing his prin- 
ter, or himfelf, under a profecution from 
my lord chief juftice Whitjbed. It calls 
to my remembrance the madman in 
don iluixotey who, being foundly beaten 
by a weaver for letting a ftone (which 
he always carried on his fhoulder) fall 
upon a fpaniel, apprehended that every 
cur he met was of the fame fpecies. 
\ For thele reafons I am convinced, 
that what 1 have now written will appear 

low 
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^ixid infipid ; but if it contributes in 
lie kaft to prderve that union among us 
or oppofing this fatal projed of Mr. 
^eody my pains will not be altogether 
loft. 

I fent the& papers to an eminent 
lawyer (and yet a man of virtue and 
bulling into the bargain) who after 
nany alterations returned them back 
vith afTuring me that they are perfed- 
y innocent ; without the leaft mixture 
►f treafon, rebellion, fedition, malice, 
li(aiFe&ion, refledion, or wicked in- 
inuation whatfoever. 

If the bell-man of each parifh, as he 
pes his circuit, would cry out every 
light, Paft twelve, a clock ; Beware of 
Vood's half-pence ; it would probably 
ut off the occafion for publifhing any 
tiore pamphlets ; provided that in coun- 
ry towns it were done upon market- 
lays. For my own part, as foon as it 
hall be determined, that it is not a- 
;ainft law, I will begin the experiment 
a the liberty of St. Patricks ; and hope 
ny example may be followed in the 
vhole city. But if authority (hall think 
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£t to forbid aU writings, or diicourfe! 
upon itjbis iubjed, except fuch as are in 
£irour of Mr. Wsodt ^ ^^ obey as ii 
beconses me ; <Mily when I am in dan- 
ger of burning, I will go arid whifpe 
^onoagjthe re^s^ XK>tany refledioa up 
ton die wsidom of my countrymen ; bu 
4fflly tbcfe few words, ^^WARE 01 

' '• Jam, 
Deauyr^o^fe* bumble fervant^ 
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AN Humble 

A D D R ESS 

TO 

Both Houfes of Parliament. 

By M. B. Drapter. 

lAulta gemens plagafque fuperln 
ViBoris, 

I Have been told, that petitions and 
addrejfesy to either king or parlia* 
ment, are the right of everjr {ubjeft'; 
provided they confift with diat i!e^)eft, 
which is due to princes and j^eat af- 
'ienablies. Neither do I remember, that 
the VDfydiQ^ propcjiils or opinions of pri- 

Tlits addrefs is -without a date, but it appears to 
Iwve ttfcn written during the firft feflion of parlta- 
;n)ent ih lord Carteret* $ government, liioagh it did not 
iappear till it was inierted with the preceduig letter in 
Che DuUin edition of 1 735. 

Among other accuracies in the ^fit edition, 
'two dates are afUgned to the following trad ; in the 
-advertifement prefixed it is faid to have been written 
. the firft felfion of Carteret's government, and in the 
*dtlc page to be written before his arrival. 

vate 
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vate men have been ill received, when 
they have liot been delivered in the ftyle 
of advice 'y "which is a pfefumption far 
from my thoughts. However, ii propo- 
fals fliould be looked upon as too af- 
fumii^;' yet I hope, every man may 
be fuftereid to declare his own and the 
nation's wijbes. For inflance ; I may be 
allowed to wijhy that fome further laws 
were enaded for the advancement of 
trade^ for the improvement of agricul- 
turey now ftrangely negleded againft 
;the maxima of all wife nations : for fup- 
plying the manifeft defers in the a&s 
concerning the plantation of trees : for 
letting the poor to work ; and m^ny 
others. 

Upon this principle I may venture to 
affirm, it is the hearty wijh of the whole 
nation, very few excepted, that the par- 
liament in this feflion would begin by 
flrifily examining into the deteflable 
fraud of one JVilliam TVoody now or late 
of Lojidofty hard ware- man; who ille- 
gally and dandeflimly^ as appears by your 
own votes and addrefles, procured a pa- 
tent in England for coining half-pence 

in 
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in that kingdom to be current here. 
This, I fay, is the wijb of the whole 
nation, very few excepted ; and upon 
account of thofe few is more ftrongly 
and juftly the wijh of the reft : thofe^^ 
confifting either oiPF'oocTs confederates, 
fome obfcure tradefmen, or certain bold 
UNDERTAKERS of weak judgment 
and ftrong ambition, who think to find 
their accounts in the ruin of the nation 
by fecuring or advancing themfelves. 
And becaufe fuch men proceed upon a 
lyftem of politicks, to which I would 
fain hope you will be always utter 
ftrangers, I fliall humbly lay it before 
you. 

Be pleafed to fuppofe me in a fta- 
tion of fifteen hundred pounds a year, 
ialary and perquifites ; and likewife 
poilcfTcd of 800 /. a year real eftate. 
Then fuppofe a deftrudtive projeft to be 
on foot ; fuch for inftancc as this of 
. JVood\ which, if it fucceed, in all the 
confequences naturally to be expefted 
from it muft fink tlie rents and wealth 
of the kingdom one half, (although I arn 
confident, it would have done fo five 
R fixths.) 
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fixths.) Suppofe, I conceive that the 
countenancingyov piivsLtely/upporfing this 
projed, willpleaje tbofe by whom I expeSi 
to be perfervedf or higher exalted : no- 
diing then remains, but to compute and 
ballance my gain and my lofs, and Aim 
up the whole. I luppofe that I fhall 
keep my employment ten years, not to 
mention the fair chance of a better. 
This at 1500/. a year amounts in ten 
years to 1 5000 /. My eftate by the flic- 
cefs of the faid projed finks 400 /. a 
year ; which at twenty years purchafe, 
is but 8000 /. fo tjiat I am a clear gainr 
er of 7000 /. upon the ballance. And 
during all that period I am poflefied of 
power and credit, can gratify my favou" 
rites, and take vengeance on my ene- 
mies. And if the projcd mifcarry, my^ 
private merit is ftili entire. This aritb- 
meticky as horrible as it appears, I krum- 
iftgfy affirm to have been pradifed, and 
applied in conjundhires, whereon de- 
pended the ruin or fafetj of a nation : 
although probably the charity and virtue 
of a fenate will hardly be induced to 
believe, that there can be fuch mongers 

among 




L £ T T E R VIL 243 

^among mankind. And yet the wile 
lord Bacon mentions a jfbrt of people, (I 
^ubt the race is not yet extind) who 
"Would y^/ a houfe on fire for the conve- 
nience of roafting their own eggs at the 
name* 

But whoever is old enough to re- 
member, and hath turned his thoughts 
to obferve the courfe of publick affairs 
in this kingdom from the time of the 
revolution^ muft acknowledge, that the 
higheft points of interefl and liber^have 
been often facrificed to the avarice and 
ambition of particular perfons upon the 
very principles and arithmeticky that I 
have iiippofed : the only wonder is, how 
thcfe artifis were able to prevail upon 
numbers, and influence even pubUck 
ailemblies to become inflruments for 
ei^ding their execrable defigns. 

It is, I think, in all confcience lati" 
, 4ude enough for vice^ if a man in fta- 
tion be allowed to a<5t injuftice upon the 
ufual^n<di^\&%of getting a bribe^ wreak- 
ing bis malice, ferving his party , or con- 
^ffflting bis preferment, while his wicked- 
neis terminates in the ruin only oi par- 
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ticular perfons. But to deliver up Otir 
whole country, and every living foul who 
inhabits it, to certain deftrudion, hath 
not, as I remember, been permitted by 
the moft favourable cafuifts on the fide 
of corruption. It were far better, that 
all who have had the misfortune to be 
born in this kingdom, (hould be ren- 
dered incapable of holding any imploy- 
ment whatfoever above the degree of a 
conjlable^ (according to the fcheme and 
intention of a * great minijier gone to 
his own place) than to live under the 
daily apprehenfion of a few falfe bre- 
thren among ourfelves. Becaufe, in the 
former cafe we fhould be wholly free 
from the danger of being betrayed ; fince 
ncne could then have impudence enou^ 
to pretend any publick good. 

It is true, that in this defpcrate afFdr 
of the new half -pence I have not heard 
of any man above my own degree of a* 
fhop-kecper to have been hitherto fo 
bold, as in direB terms to vindicate the 
fatal projedl: ; although I have been told 
of (bme very mollifying exprej/ions y/Kich. 

* The laU Eatl tf Sunderland. 
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were ufed, and very gentle expedients 
propofed and handed about, when it 
firft came under debate : but (ince the 
eyes of the people have been fo far 
opened, that the moft ignorant can 
plainly fee their own ruin in the fuccefs 
of }Vqq4s attempt, thefe grand corn- 
founders have been more cautious. 

But that the fame fpirit ftill fubfifts, 
hath manifeftly appeared (among other 
inftances of great compliancejfromr ^r/^/i^ 
circumftances, that have attended forne 
late proceedings* in a court of judicature. 
There is not any common-place more 
frequently infifted on by thple, who treat 
of ourconftitution, than the great happi- 
ncfs and excellency of trials by juries ; 
yet if this bleffed part of pur law be 
eludible at pleafure by the force oi pow" 
ery frowns and artijice, we fhall have 
little reafon to boaft of our advantage 
in this particular over other flates op 
kingdoms in Europe. And furely thefe 
bigb proceedings, exercifed in a point 

♦By chief jufticeWJ/V/5^</, ufi of Jr'ijh manufaBurety 

Vhofe method with a iury and that at theend of Stafmr- 

ynay be (een in the note which able advice to a grartd-jury. 
IbUows the Prepofal for the 

R 3 ^t 
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that fo nearly concerned the Ufe-blsod 
of the people, their neceffary fuofiftencej 
their very food and raiment^ and even 
the publick peace, will not allow any 
favourable appearance ; becanfe it was 
obx'ious, that fo much fuperabuttdant 
zeal covXdi have no other ddign, or pro- 
duce any other effeA, than to damp 
that fpirit raifed in the nation againu 
this accurfed fcheme of William Wood 
and his abettors ; to which ^/r/V alone 
we owe, and for evermuft owe, our being 
hitherto preferved and our hopes of be- 
ing preferved, for the future, if it can 
be kept up, and ftrongly countenanced 
"hy your wife aflemblies. I wifh I could 
account for fuch a demeanor upon i 
more charitable foundation, than that 
of putting our intereft in over-ballance 

with the ruin of our country. 

I remember fome months j^o, when 
this affair was frefh in difcourfe, a per-^ 
fon nearly allied to SOMEBODY, 
or (as the hawkers called him) NO- 
BODY, who was thought deeply con- 
tented, went about very diligently a- 
rnong his acquaintance to fhew the bad 

confe- 
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poo^uencf $, that might follow from 
any publick refentpfient to the di&dvan- 
tage of his allyy Mr. Wood ; principally 
alle4^ng (he danger of all employ- 
ments being difpofed of from England, 
One of thefe emijfaries came to me, and 
urged the fame topick : I anfwered na- 
turally, that I knew there was no of- 
fice of any kind, which a man from 
England might not h^ve, if he thought 
;t wordi his aiking ; and that I looked 
upQii all who ha4 the difadvantage of 
being bom here, as only in the condi- 
tion of hafers apd gleaners. Neither 
could I forbear mentioning the knowi^ 
feble of the pountryman, who entreat- 
^ his ^ to fly for fear of being takci^ 
by the enemy j but the ^6 refufed to 
0,ve himfeif that trouble, and upon $ 
yery wife reafon \ becaufe he could not 
poffibly change his prefent mafler for a 
vaorfe : the enefny could not make hio^ 
fare harder, beatbim more cruelly , of 
"Joad him with heavier burthens. 

Upon thefe and many other confide- 

lations I may afHrm it to be the wijh 

pf |he whole nation, that the power and 
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privileges oi juries were declared, alcer- 
tained, and confirmed by the legifla- 
ture; and that whoever hath been mani^ 
feftly known to violate them, might be 
Jligmati%edhy^\^\\c\icenfUre', not frorn 
any hope that fuch a cenfure will amend 
xhta praBices^ or hurt their /»/^r^, (for 
it may probably operate quite contrary in 
both) but that the nation may knovv 
tlieir aietnies from xkizxx friends. 

I fay not this with any regard or view 
to my felf J ifor I write in great fecuri-. 
ty ; and am refolved that none Ihall me- 
rit at my e5q)ence, further than by fhew- 
ing their zeal to difcover, profccutt and 
condemn me for endeavouring to do vay 
duty in ferving my country : and yet 
I am confcious to my felf, that I never 
had the leaft intention to refie^ on his 
tnajefiys minifters^ nor on any other per- 
fon, except William Wood^ whom I nei^ 
ther did," nor ^oyet conceive to be of 
that number. However, fbme would 
have it, that / went too far ; but I fup- 
pcfe they they will now allow them- 
fplyps miftaken. I am fure I might 
^ifily have gone further^ and I think I 

cou}4 
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could not cafily ha.vt fared nvorfe. And 
therefore I was no further affefted with 
their proclamation^ and fubfequent pro- 
ceedingS) than a good clergyman is with 
the fins of the people. And as to the 
poor printer ^ he is now gone to appear 
before a higher, and before a righteous 
tribunal. 

As my intention is only to lay before 
your great affemblies the general wiflies 
of the nation ; and as I have already 
declared it our principal wi/h, that your 
firji proceeding would be to examine 
into the pernicious fraud of William 
Wood\ fo I muft add as the univerfal 
opinion, that 2^fchemes oi commutationy 
compojition, and the \Tk.QexpedientSyt\th.t.T 
avowed or implied, will be of the moft 
pernicious conlequences to the pub- 
lick ; againft the dignity of a free king- 
dom; and prove an encouragement to 
future adventurers in the fame deftru- 
dive proje6ts. For it is a maxim, which 
no man at prefent dilputes, that even 
a connivance to admit one thoufand 
pounds in thefe half-penceyVnW produce, 
in time, the fame ruinous efiedls, as if 

we 
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yr^ openly consented to a(l^lit a million. 
It were therefore infinitely more iafb 
and eligible to leave things in the doubts 
f ul, melancholy flate they are at prcient, 
(which however God forbid) and trufi 
entirely to the general averfion pf our 
people againft this coin, ufing all hor 
neft endeavours to preferve, continui^ 
and incre^de that averfion, than fubmit 
to apply thofe palliatives which weak^ 
perfidimsy or alMeSi politicians are upon 
all occajimsy ana in all di/eafesy fo r^y 
to adminijler. 

In the finall compa& of my reading 
(which however hath been more exten- 
five than is ufual to men of my inferior 
calling) I have obferved tUxnt grievance^ 
have always preceded /upplies, and if 
ever grievances had a tide to fuch a prer 
eminence, it muft be this of ^W; be- 
caufe it is not only the greateft grievance 
that any country could fufFer, but agrie- 
vance of fuch a kind that, if it moul4 
take efied, would make it impofiible 
for us to give znyfuppUes at all, except 
in adulterate copper; unlefs a tax were 
kid for paying the civU and military 

lifts, 
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lifts^ an4 the larg$ penfions, with real 
commodities inftead of money; which 
kowever might be liable to fc^e few 
objections as well as diifictiltie^ : for al« 
tJK>ugh the common foldiers might becon- 
tent with beef^nd. mutton^ and wooly and 
ntalty and leather ; yet I am in Jbme 
doubt as to the generalsy the colonels, the 
numerous penjioners J the civil officers and 
others, who all live in England upon 
Jrijb fay, as well as thofe^ie; who re- 
fide among us only becaufe they cannot 
help it. 

There is one particular, which al- 
though I have mentioned more tlian once 
in Ibme of my former papers, yet I can- 
not forbear to repeat, and a little en- 
lar^ upon it ; becaufe I do not remetti- 
j)er to have read or heard of the like in 
the hiftory of any age or country ; nei- 
tfe do I ever refled upon it without 
the utmoft afioniJhment» 

After the unanimous addrefles to his 
&cred majefty againft this patent of 
W-ood from both houfes of parliament, 
iirhich are the three eftates of the king- 
l$om : and likewife an addrefs from the 

pnvy 



'a5z LETTER YII. 

privy council, to whom under the chief 
governors the whole adminiflration i$ 
intniftod ; the matter is referred to a 
committee of council in London, JVoody 
and his adherents are heard on one fide ; 
and a i^vf volunteers without any truft 
or direction from hence, on the other. 
The queftion (as I remember) chiefly 
turned upon the want of half-pence in 
Ireland ; witneffes are called on the be- 
half of ff^ood (of what credit I have 
formerly fhewn*:) upon the ifliie the 
patent is found good and legal ; all his 
majefty*s officers here (not excepting the 
military) commanded to be aiding and 
affifting to make it efFedual^ the ad-^ 
drefles of both houfes of parliament, of 
the privy council, and of the city of 
J^ubliny the declarations of moft coun- 
ties and corporations through the king- 
dom, are altogether laid aiide as of no 
weight, confequence, or confideration 
whatfoever ; and the whole kingdom of 
Ireland nonfuited in default of appear- 
ance; as if it were a private caufe be^ 
tween John Dow^ plaintiff, and William 
.RffiVy defendant, With 

■ • In letter iii. 
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With great refpeft to thofe honour- 
able perfons, the committee of coun- 
cil in London, I have not underftood 
them: to be our governors, counfellors, or 
judges. Neither did our cafe turn at 
all upon the queftion, whether Ireland 
wanted half -fence. For there is no 
doubt, but we do want both half-pence, 
gold, and filver ; and we have numberlefs 
other wants y2xA fome that we are not 
(b much as allowed to name, although 
they are peculiar to this nation 1 to 
which no other is fobjeft, whom God 
hath bleffed with religion and laws, or 
any degree oi foil zoSl funjhine f hnxt for 
what demerits on our fide I ata 'altoge- 
ther in the dark^ • . :. 

But I do not remember, that our 
want of half-pence was either affirmed, 
or denied in any of our addrefles or 
declarations againfl thofe of PFood. We 
alledged the fraudulent obtaining and 
executing his patent, the bafenefs of his 
metal, and the prodigious fum to be 
-coined, which might be increafed by 
ftcalth, from foreign importation, and 
his own counterfeits, as well as thofe at 

home ; 
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home ; whereby we muft infalllblj lo(e 
ail our little gold and filver, and all any 
poor remainder of a very limited and 
ai/couraged trade. We tirged, that the 
patent was pa&d withdut the lead re- 
ference hither ; and without mention of 
any fecurity given hy U^ood to receive 
ids own half-pence upon demand; both 
which are conixary to all former pro- 
ceedings in the lilus cafes. Thefe, and 
many other arguments we ofl^red ; 
but flin the patent went on, and at 
this day our ruin would have been half 
oomj^ted, if God in his inercy had 
not tailed an umver&l deteftation of 
tjieie Jiaif'-pence in ihe^ole kingdom, 
with a firm refblution sever to receive 
diem, fince we are not under obliga> 
dons to do ib by any law eiiiier hu* 
man or divine. 

Bat, in the name <^ God and of all 
jttfiite and piety y when the king's ma- 
jefty was pleaied that this patent ihould 
pals, is it not to be underiiood, that, he 
conceived^ believed^ and intended it as a 
gracious ad, fbr the good and benefit 
of his fuhjeds, for the advantage of a 

great 
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great and fruitful kingdom ; of the mofl 
^jfal kingdom upon earth, where no 
iaud or voice was ever lifted up againil 
him ; a kingdom, where the paflage is 
not of three hours from Britain^ and a 
kingdom where papifts have \d& power y 
and lefs land than in Erigland f Can it 
be denied, or doubted, that his maje* 
ify*s minijfters underflood and propokd 
the (ame end, the good of this nation^ 
when tiiey advifed die pamng this pa- 
tent ? Can the perfon of Wood be other* 
wi& regarded, than as die inflrumenty 
the mecbanicJty the bead-'woHanany to 
{acxnre his furnace, his fuel, his metal, 
9Da his ftamps ? If I employ zjhot-boyy 
is it in view to his advantage, or to my 
own convenience ? I mention the per- 
Jtm of William Wood alone ; bec^ule 
m other appears, and we are not to rea- 
fim ui^furmijfes ; neither would it a- 
vail, if they had a real foundation. 

Allowing dierefore, (for we cannot 
do lefs) that this patent for the coining 
of half-pence was wholly intended by 
« gradous king, and a wife puhlick-Jpi- 
ritidJsaxa&Tfy for the advant^ of /r^- 

land *y 



256 LETTER VII. 

land'y yet when the whole kingdom to 

a man, for whofe good tlie patent was 

defigned, do upon maturefl confidera* 

tion univerfally join in openly declaring, 

protefting, addrefling, petitioning a- 

gainfl thefe half-pence, as the moft ni* 

inous projeft that ever was fet on foot 

to compleat the flavery and definu^on 

of a poor innocent country : is //, was 

«f, can //, or w/// // ever be a queftioQi 

not whether fuch a kingdom, or l^ili- 

liam Woody fhould be a gainer ; but 

whether fuch a kingdom fhould be wioA 

ly undone^ dejiroyedy funk, depopulated^ 

made a fcehe of mifery and defolatiott^ 

for the fake of IVillidm Woodf God 

of his infinite mercy avert this dreadfuL 

judgment ; and it \i our imiverfal 'mjh^ 

that God would put itinto^o«r.heajt» 

to be his inflrumcnts for fa good a worlf^. 

For my own part, who am but (tm 

man, of obfcure condition, I do fol^mwr 

ly declare in the prefence of almighty 

God, that I will fuffer the mofl ignc^ 

minious and torturing death rather than 

fubmit to receive this accurfed com, or 

any other that fhall be liable to the fgmc 

objedions, 




LETTER VII. 257 

objections, until they fliall be forced 
upon me by a law of my own country i 
and if that fhall ever happen, I will 
tranfport my felf into (omeforeign land, 
and eat the bread of poverty among a 
free people. 

Am I legally punifliable fco: diefe ex- 
prefilons ; fhall another proclamation 
iflue againil me, becaufe I prefume to 
take my country's part againft William 
Woody where her final deftrudlion is in- 
tended ? But whenever you fhall pleafe 
to vav^it filence upon me, I will fub- 
mit ; becaufe I look upon your unani- 
mous voice to be the voice of the nati- 
on ; and this I have been taught, and 
do believe, to be in fome manner the 
vw:e of God. 

The great ignominy of a whole king- 
dom lying fo long at mercy under fo 
vile an adverfary, is fuch a deplorable 
aggravation, that the utmofl expreflions 
of fhame and rage are too low to fet it 
forth : and therefore I fhall leave it to 
receive fuch a refentment, as is worthy 
pf 2). parliament. 

It is likewife our univerfal «'^, that 
S his 
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his majefty {hould grant liberty to coir*- 
half-pence in this kingdom for our owi» 
ufe, under fuch reftridion as a parlia- 
ment here (hall advife : lince the power" 
of coining even gold and filvcr is pof- 
fefTed by every petty prince abroad; 
and was always pradifed by Scotland 
to the ver}' time of the union ; yet furc- 
ly Scotla?id as to foil, climate, and ex- 
tent, is not in itfelf a fourth part the 
value of Ireland \ (for bifhop Burnet 
fays, it is not above the fortieth part in 
value to the reft of Britain) and with 
refped to the profit that England gains 
from hence, not the forty thou&ndth 
part. Although I muft confefs, that a 
inote in the eye^ or a thorn in the fide^ 
is more dangerous and painful than a 
beam or zfpike at a difiance. 

The hiftories of England, and of moft 
other countries, abound in relating the 
miferable, and fometimes the moft tra- 
gical effeds from the abufes of coin by 
debafing the metal, by leffening or en- 
hancing the value upon occajtons, to the 
public lofs ; of which we have an ex- 
ample within our own memory in Eng- 
land, 
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Jandy and another very lately in France, 
It is the tendereji point of gof^emment, 
Reding every individual in the higheft 
.degree. When the value of money is 
arbitrary ox unfettled^ no man can well 
be faid to have any property at all ; nor 
is any wound fo fuddenly felt, fo hard- 
ly cured, or that leaves ilich deep and 
lading fears behind it. 

I conceive this poor unhappy ifland 
to have a title to fome indulgence from 
England \ not only upon the fcore of 
chriftianity^ natural equity ^ and the ge- 
neral rights of manhindy but chiefly on 
account of that immenfe profit they re- 
ceive from us ; without which that 
kingdom would make a very different 
figure in Europe^ from what it doth at 
prefent. 

The rents of land in Ireland^ frnce 
they have been of late fo enormoufly 
raifed and fcrewed up, may be comput- 
ed to about two millions ; whereof one 
third part at leaft is diredly tranfmitted 
to thofe, who arc perpetual abfentees in 
England j as I find by a computation 

S 2 made 
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made with the affiftance of fevcral ikil- 
fiiU gentlemen. 

The other articles, by which we arc 
altogether lofers and England a gainer, 
we found to amount to almoft as much 
more. 

I will only fet down as many heads 
of them as I can remember, and leave 
them to the confideration of thofe, who 
underfland accounts better than I pre- 
tend to do. 

The occajional abfentees, for bufineft, 
health, or diverfion. 

Three fourths of the revenue of the 
chief governor, during his abfence j 
which is ufually four nfths of his go- 
vernment. 

The whole revenue of the poft-office. 

The numerous penjions paid to per- 
fons in England. 

The pay of the chief officers of the 
army abfent in England^ which is a 
great fum. 

Four commiflioners of the revenue, 
always abfent. 

Civil employments very numerous, 
and of great income. 

The 
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The vaft charge of appeals to the 
houfe of lords, and to the court of de- 
legates. 

Students at the inns of court, and the 
two univeriities. 

Eighty thouiand pounds fent yearly 
to England iox coals; whereof the prime 
coft is nothing, and thorcfore the profit 
wholly theirs. 

One hundred thou{and pounds paid 
feveral years paft for com lent over hi- 
ther from England ; the effed of our 
own great wifdom in difcouraging agri- 
culture. 

The kind liberty granted us of wear- 
ing Indian ftufFs, and callicoes, to gra- 
tify the vanity and folly of our wo- 
.men ; which, befides the profit to Eng- 
land *y is an inconceivable lofs to us, 
forcing the weavers to beg in our ftreets, 
or tranfport themfelves to foreign coun- 
tries. 

The prodigious lofs tD us, and gain 
to England, by felling them all our wool 

* From whence thefecom> import them from the coun* 

modtties were exported to try in which they are rnanu* 

Iretandy the Ea/i-In£a com- . fodtured. 
pany only having a right to 

S % at 



262 L E T T E R Va 

at their own rates ; whereof the manu- 
fa<9:ure exceeds above ten times the 
prime coft : a proceeding without ex- 
ample in the chriftian or heathen world. 

Our own wool returned upon us in 
Bnglijh manufactures to our infinite 
fhame and damage, and the great ad- 
vantage of Englaftd. 

The full profit of all our mines ac- 
cruing to England ; an efFed of great 
negligence and flupidity. 

An afFe<^ation among us of likihg 
all kind of goods made in England *. 

Thefe and many other articles, which 
I cannot recolleA at prefent, are agreed 
by judicious men to amount to near 
feven hundred thoufand pounds /^r ann, 
clear profit to England. And upon the 
whole, let any man look into thofe au- 
thors who write upon the fubjeA of 
commerce, he (hall find, that there is 
not one fingle article in the efTentials 
or circumflances of trade, whereby a 
country can be a lofer^ which we do not 
poflefs in the highejl perfeBion ; fome- 

* Many cf the above articles have been ftntt partleularfy 
computed by another v,ritfrt to vibofe treatife the reader is re- 
ferred. 

what 
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what in every particular, that bears a 
kind of analogy to William Wood ; and 
now the branches are all cut off, he 
ftands ready with his ax at the root. 

Upon this fubje<Sl oli perpetual abfen- 
ties I have fpent fome time in very in- 
fignificant reflexions ; and confldcring 
the ufual motives of human adions, 
which 2ixt pleafure^ projity sind ambition, 
I cannot yet comprehend how thofe 
peribns find their account in any of the 
three, 1 fpeak not of thofe Englijh 
peers or gentlemen, who befide their 
eftates at home have pofleillons here, 
for in that cafe the matter is defperate ; 
but I mean thofe lords, and wealthy 
knights, or fquires, whole birth and 
partly their education and all their for- 
tune (except fome trifle, and that in a 
very few inftances) are in this kingdom. 
I knew many of them well enough 
during feveral years, when I refided in 
England', and truly I could not difco- 
ver, that th^ figure they made was by 
any means a fubje<ft for envy, at leaft 
it gave me two very different paffwns. 
For, excepting the advantage of going 

S 4 now 
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now and then to an opera, or fometinies 
appearing behind a croud at court, or 
adding to the ring of coaches in Hide- 
Park, or lofing their money at the cbo- 
colate-houfet or getting news, votes, and 
minutes about five days before us in 
Dublin ; I fay, befides thefe and a few 
other privileges of lefs importance, their 
temptations to live in London were be- 
yond my knowledge or conception. 
And I ufed to wonder, how a man of 
birth and fpirit could endure to be 
wholly infignificant and oblcure in a 
foreign country, when he might live 
with luftre in his own ; and even at leis 
than half that expence, which V^flrains 
himfelf to make without obtaining any 
one end, except that which happened 
to the frog, when he would needs con- 
tend for fize with the ox. I Iiave been 
told by fcholars, that Ceefar faid he 
would rather be th&firfi man in I know 
not what village, than the fecond in 
Rome. This perhaps was a thought on- 
ly fit for Ceefar : but to be preceded 
by thoufands and negleEied by millions ; 
to be wholly without power, figure, in- 
fluence, 
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flumce^ honour^ credit^ or diflinSiim^ is 
not in my poor opinion a very amiable 
fituatton of life to a perfon of title or 
wealthy who can (b cheaply and eafily 
fiiim in his native country. 

But, befides the depopulating of the 
kingdom, the leaving fo many parts of 
it wild and uncultivated, the ruin of fo 
many country feats and plantations, the 
cutting down all the woods to fupply 
expences in England ; the abfence of 
£> many noble and wealthy perfbns hath 
been the caufe of another fatal confe- 
quence, which few perhaps have been 
aware of. For if that very confiderable 
number of lords, who pofTefs the am- 
pleft fortunes here, had been content to 
Iroe at bome^ and attend the affairs of 
their own country in parliament ; the 
weight, reputation, and dignity there- 
by added to that noble houfe would 
in all human probability have prevent- 
ed certain proceedings^ which are now 
eoer to be lamented^ becaufe they never 
can be remedied : and we might have 
then decided our own properties among 
ourfehesy without being forced to tra- 
vel 
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Tel five hundred miles by fea and land 
to another kingdom for juftice, to our 
infinite cxpence, vexation, and trouble ; 
which is a mark c^ fervitude without 
example fi-om the pra<3:ice of any age 
or nation in the world. 

I have fometimcs wondered, upon 
what motives the peerage of England 
were fo defirous to determine our con^ 
troverfies ; becaufe I have been afiured, 
and partly know, that the fi-equent ap^ 
feals fi-om hence have been very irkfome 
to that illuftrious body : and whoevo: 
hath fi-equented the painted chamber 
and courts of requefis muft have obferv- 
cd, that they are never fo nobly filled, 
as when an Irijb appeal is under debate. 

The peers of Scotland, who arc veiy 
numerous, were content to refide in 
their caflles and houfes in that bleak and 
barren climate ; and although fome of 
them made frequent joumies to London, 
yet I do not remember any of their 
greateft families, till very lately, to have 
made England their conftant habitation 
before the union : or if they did, I am fure 
it was generally to their own advantage ; 

and 
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an4 whatever they got, was employed 
to cultivate and increafe their own e- 
fiates ; and by that means enrich them- 
&lves and their country. 

As to the great number of rich ah- 
fentees under the degree oi peers ; what 
particular ill efFeds their abfence may 
have upon this kingdom, befides thofe 
already mentioned, may perhaps be too 
tender a point for me to touch. But 
whether thofe, who live in another king- 
dom upon great eflates here, and have 
loft all regard to their own country, fur- 
ther than upon account of the revenues 
they receive from it ; I fay, whether fuch 
pafbnsmay notbe prevailed on to recom- 
mend others to vacant feats, who have 
no intereft here except a precarious em- 
ployment, and confequently can have 
no views, but to preferve what they have 
got, or to be higher advanced : this, I 
am fure, is a very melancholy quefHon, 
if it be a quefiion at alL 

But, befides the prodigious profit 
which England receives by the tranf- 
mittal thither of two thirds of the re- 
venues of this whole kingdom, it hath 

another 
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another mighty advantage by making 
our country a receptacle^ wherein to dif- 
burthen themfelves of their fupernume- 
rary pretenders to offices ; perfbns of 
fecond-rate merit in their own country, 
who, like birds of pajfagey moft of them 
thrive and fatten here, and fly off when 
their credit and employments are at an 
end. So that Ireland may juflly fay 
what Luther faid of himfelf j POOR 
Ireland maketh many rich. 

If amidil all our difficulties I (hould 
venture to aflert, that we have one great 
advantage, provided we could improve 
it as we ought, I believe moft of my 
readers would be long in conje(5turing> 
what pojftble advantage could ever QUi 
to our fhare. However, it is certain, 
that all the regular feeds of party and 
faSiion among us are entirely rooted out, 
and if any new ones {hall fpring up, 
they muft be of equivocal generation, 
without any feed at all ; and will juft- 
ly be imputed to a degree of ftupidity 
beyond even what we have been ever 
charged with upon the fcore of our 
birth-place and climate. 

The 




L fe T T E R Vlf. i6^ 

the parties in this kingdom (includ- 
ing thofe of modem date) are, firft, of 
tho(e who have been charged or fuf- 
peded to favour the pretender ; and 
thole, who were zealous oppofers of him. 
Secondly, of thofe who vrcttfor and a- 
gainfi a toleration of diflenters by law. 
Thirdly, of high and hrw church ; or (to 
fpeak in the cant cfi the times) oiwhig and 
tory. And fourthly, oi court and country. 
If there be any more, they are beyond * 
my obfervation or politicks : for as to 
fubaltern or occafional parties ^ they have 
all been derivations from the fame ori- 
ginals. 

Now it is manifeft, that all thefe in- 
citements to faSliony party ^ and divifion 
are wholly removed from among us. For 
as to the pretender^ his caufe is both def- 
perate and obfolete : there are very few 
now alive, who were men in his father's 
time, and in that prince's intereft ; and 
in all others the obligation of confci- 
ence hath no place * : even the papijls 
in general of any fubftance or eftates, 
and their priejis almoft univerfally, are 

* The obligation arifing from their having fwom allegiance. 

what 
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what we call whigSy in the fenfe which 
by that word is generally underflocxL 
They fed xhzfmarty and fee xht fears 
of their former wdunds ; and very well 
know, that they muft be made afacri- 
fice to the leaft attempts towards a 
change \ although it cannot be doubt- 
ed, that they would be glad to have 
their fuperftition reftored under any 
prince whatfoever. 

Secondly, the dijfenters are now to- 
lerated by law 'y neither do we obferveany 
murmurs at prefent from that quarter, 
except thofe reajonable complaints they 
make of perfecutiofty becaufe they ^re 
excluded from civil employments ; but 
their number being very fmall in either 
boufe of parliament, they are notj'^ ki 
a fituation to ered: a party : becaufe 
however indilFerent men may be with.rc- 
gard to religion f they are now grown wife 
enough to know, that if fuch a latitude 
were allowed to dijfenters^ the few imall 
employments left us in cities and cor- 
porations would find other hands to lay 
hold on them. 

Thirdly, the difpute between high 

and 
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and low church is now at an end ; two 
thirds of the bijhops having been pro- 
moted in this reign, and moft of them 
from England^ who have beftowed all 
preferments in their gift to thofe they 
could well confide in : The deanries 
all, except three, and many principal 
church livings, are in the donation of 
the crown : fo that we already poflefs 
fuch a body of clergy ^ as will never en- 
gage in controverfy upon that antiquat- 
ed and exploded fubjedl. 

Laftly, as to court and country par- 
ties^ fo famous and avowed under moft 
reigns in Englijh parliaments : this king- 
dom hath not for feveral years paft been 
a proper fcene, whereon to exercife fuch 
contentions; and is now lefs proper 
than ever ; many great employments for 
life being in difiant hands, and the re- 
verfions diligently watched andfecured\ 
the temporary ones of any inviting va- 
lue are all beftowed elferwhere as faft as 
they drop, and the few remaining are 
of too low confideration to create con- 
tefts about them, except among young- 
er brothers, or tradefmen like my felf. 

And 
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And therefore, to inftitute a t //r/ and 
country party without materials^ would 
be a very new lyftcm in politicks , and 
what I believe was never thought on be- 
fore ; nor unlefs in a nation of idiott 
can ever fucceed, for the moft igno 
rant Jrip cottager will not fell his cow 
for a groat. 

Therefore I concludej that all parij 
and faEiion with regard to publick pro- 
ceedings are now extinguifhed in this 
kingdom*; neither doth it appear in 
view how they can poilibly revive ; un- 
lefs fome new caufes be adminiftered j 
which cannot be done without cro^ng 
the inter ejls of thofe^ who are the great- 
ef gainers by continuing the fame mea- 
fures. And general calamities ^without 
hope of redrefs are allowed to be the 
great uniters of mankind. 

However we may diilike the caufes^ 
yet this effeB of begetting an univer- 
fal concord among us in all national d^ 
hates J as well as in cities j corporation^ 
and country neighbourhoods may keep us 

* Since this difcourfc was written, it hath appeared by ex* 
perkncci thattl^eautJior was much mif^akm in his conjectures^ 

at 
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at lead alive, and in a condition to eat 
the little bread allowed us m. peace and 
amity. I have heard of a quarrel in a 
tavern, where all were at daggers-draw- 
ing, till one of the company cried out, 
defiring to know thtfubjeSi of the quar- 
rel ; which when none of them could 
tell, they put up their fwords, fat down, 
and pailed the reft of the evening in 
quiet. The former part hath been our 
cafe, I hope the latter will be fo too ; 
that we GoAlJit down amicably together, 
at leaft until we ha.vcfofnething that may 
giye us a title to fall out, fince nature 
hath inftruiSted even a brood oi gojiings 
to ^ick together, while the kite is ho- 
vering over their heads. 

It is certain, that a firm union in any 
country, where every man wifhes the 
iame thing with relation to the pubHck, 
may in feveral points of the greateft im- 
portance in fome meafure fupply the defeSi 
of power and even of thofe rights, which 
are the natural and undoubted inheri-^ 
tance of mankind. If the univerfal wifh 
of the nation upon any point were de- 
clared by the unanimous vote of the 
T houfe 
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houfeof commonis, and areafonable num- 
ber of lords, I fliould think my felf oblig- 
ed in confcience to adl in my fphere ac- 
cording to that vote; becaufe in all free 
nations I take the proper definition of 
law to be, the will of the majority ofthofe 
who have the property in land ; which, 
if there be a monarchy, is to be con- 
firmed by the royal aflent. And although 
fuch votes or declarations have not re- 
ceived fuch a confirmation for certain 
accidental reafons ; yet I think they 
ought to be of much weight with the 
fubjeB, provided they neither op|x)le 
the kind's prerogative, endanger th^ 
peace of the nation, nor infringe any 
law already in force; none of whitji 
however can reafonably be fuppofed. 
Thus for inftance, if nine in ten of the 
hbufe of commons, and a reafonable 
number of native temporal peers, fhould 
declare, that whoever received or ut- 
tered brafs coiny except under certain 
limitations and fecurities, fhould be 
deemed as enemies to the king and tie 
fiation ; I fhould think it a heinous fin 
in my felf to ad contrary'to fuch a vote : 

and 
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and if the fame power fhould declare 
the fame cenfure againft thofe, who 
wore Indian fhifFs and callicoeSj or wool- 
' kn manufoBures imported from abroady 
whereby this nation is reduced to the 
loweft ebb of mifery, I fhould readily ^ 
heartily y and chearfuUy pay obedience ; 
and to my utmoft power perfuade others 
to do the like : becaufe there is no law 
of this land obliging us either to receive 
Jucb coin^ or to wear fuch foreign ma- 
nufoBlures. 

* Upon this lad article I could hum- 
bty wiui, that the reverend the ckrgy 
wotdd fet us an example by contenting 
dicmfelves with wearing gowns and o- 
' thcr habiliments of /r^ drapery; which, 
^ it would be fome incitement to the 
'4aity^ and fet many hands to work, fb 
th^ would find their advantage in the 
tbeafntfs^ which is a circumflance not 
to be negleded by too many among that 
Venerable body, f And in order to this 

' * This hadi fince been put f This feheme was lilce> 

;ia pn6Uce by the perfuafiont wife often ureed to the wcro 

.•M influence of ^ fuppofed vers by the (uiqiofed audior i 

• audior; but much defeated by but he could never prevail on 

-4e. moft in&inous fraud <» tbem to j>ut it in pradice. 
Alpkeepcn. 

T 2 I could 
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I could heartily dcfire, that the moft 
ingenious artifts of the weaving trade 
would contrive fome decent fluffs and 
{ilks for clergymen at reaibnable rates. 
I have preffed feveral of our moft 
fubftantial brethren, that the whole cor- 
porations oi weavers in filk and woollen 
would publifti (omGpropofals{\ wifhthcy 
would do it to both houfes of parlia- 
ment) inviting perfons of all degrees 
and of both fexes to wear the woollen 
and filk manufadures of our own cofuiv- 
try ; entering into folcmn, mutual en- 
gagements, that the buyer fhall have 
good, fubftantial, merchantable ware 
for his money, and at a certain rate, 
without the trouble of cheapening. So 
that if I fent a child for a piece of (luff 
of a particular colour and finenefs, I 
ihould be fure not to be deceived ; or 
if I had reafon to complain, the cor- 
poration fhould give me immediate ia- 
tisfadion ; and the name of the tradeP- 
man, who did mc tlie wrong, fhould 
be publifhed ; and warning given not 
to deal with him for the future ^ unlefs 
the matter plainly appeared to be a mif- 

take: 
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take : for, befide the trouble of going 
from fhop to fhop, an ignorant cufto- 
mer runs the hazard of being cheated 
in the price and goodnefs of what he 
buys, being forced to an unequal com- 
bat with a dextrous and diihonefl man 
in his own calling. Thus our goods fall 
under a general difreputation ; and the 
gentry call for Englijh cloth, or filk, 
from an opinion they have (and often 
too juftly by our own faultsj that the 
goodnefs more than makes up for the 
difference of price. 

Befides, it hath been the fottifh and 
ruinous pradHce of us tradefmcn upon 
any great demand of goods either at 
home or from abroad to raife the prices 
immediately, and manufadure the laid 
goods more flightly and fraudulently 
than before. 

Of this foul and foolifli proceedings 
too many inftances might be produced ; 
and I cannot forbear mentioning one 
whereby this poor kingdom hath receiv- 
ed fuch a fatal blow in the only article 
of trade allowed us of any importance, 
fliat nothing but the fuccefs of Wood^s 
T 3 projed 
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project could out do it. Dur_ ^ the late 
plague in France the Spaniards^ who 
buy their linen cloths in that kingdom, 
not daring to venture thither for tear of 
infeftion, a very great demand was made 
here for that commodity, and exported to 
Spain : but, whether by the ignorance 
of the merchants, or difhonefty of the 
northern weavers^ or the collufion ot 
both, the ware was fo bad, and the price 
foexceiTive, that, except fome fmall quan- 
tity which was fold below the prime coft, 
the greateft part was returned : and I 
have been told by very intelligent per- 
fons, that if we had been fair dealers, 
the whole current of the linen trade to 
Spain would have taken its courfe from 
hence. 

If any punifhment were to be infliA- 
ed on numbers of menyCurcly there could 
none be thought too great for fuch a 
race of traytors^ and enemies to God 
and their country ; who for the prof- 
pcd of a little frefent gain do not only 
ruin themfclves (tor that alone would 
be an example to the reft, r.nd blefftng 
to the nation; but fell their fouls to hell, 
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and their country to deftrudion. And 
if the plague could have been confined 
only to thofe who v/ck partakers in the 
guilty had it travelled hither from Mar- 
feilleSy thofe wretches would have died 
with lefs title to pity^ than a highway- 
man going to the gallows. 

But it happens very unluckily, that 
kifome timepafi all endeavours or pro- 
ppfals from private perlbns to advance 
thf publick fervice, however honeftly 
and innocently defigned, have been call- 
ed PLYING IN THE KINg's FACE ; and 

this to my knowledge hath bpen the 
ftyle oi fome perfons, whofp ancefton 
{I mean thofe among them who had 
any) and themf elves have been^«rg- in 
princes facet thefe fourfeore years ; and 
i^m their own inclinations would do 
fo ftill, if their intereft did not lead 
thpm rather to^ in the face of a kingr 
dpm, which hath given them wings to 
ipnable them for fuch 2i flight. 

Thus, ajijout four years ago, when ^ 
difeourfe * was publilhed endeavouring 
^o perfuade our people to wear their 

f The Propofal for the uni verial ufe of Irifii nunu&^hires. 

T 4. own 
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own woollen manufadures, full of the 
moil dutiful expreffions to the king, 
and without the leaft party hint^ it was 
termed fiying in the kings face', the 
printer was profecuted in the manner 
we all remember, and I hope it will 
fomewhere be remembered further, the 
jury kept eleven hours, and fent back 
nine times, till they were under the 
neceflity of leaving the prifoner to the 
mercy of the court, by a fpecial ver- 
diSi ; the * judge on the bench ifrooUng 
God for bh witnefsy when he afferted, 
that the author's defign was to bring in 
the pretender. 

And thus alfo my own poor endea- 
vours to prevent the ruin of my coun- 
try by the admiffion of Wood's coin 
were called by the fame perfons, flying 
in the kings face ; which I diredly de- 
ny ; for I cannot allow that vile repre- 
fentation of the royal countenance in 
William Wood's adulterate copper to be 
his facred m^^^y'iface 5 or if it were, 
my flying was not againft the imprejion, 
Jjut the bafenefi of the metal \ bccaufe 

• Judgp mUfici. 

I well 
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I well remembered, that the image which 
Nebuchadnezzar commanded to be fet 
up for all men to fall down andwor/hipit^ 
was not of Copper, but pureGoLD. And 
I am heartily fony, we have fb few 
royal images of that metal among us ; 
the fight whereof, although it could 
hardlv increafe our veneration for his 
majefty, which is already lb great, yet 
would very much enliven it with tiic 
mixture of comfort 2XiA.fatisfaSiion» 

Alexander the great would fiiffcr no 
ftatuary, except Phidias^ to carve his 
image in ftone or metal. How muft 
he have treated fuch an operator as 
Wood^ who goes about with fack-fulh 
of drofs^ odioully mifreprefenting his 
prince's countenance \ and would force 
them by thoufands upon every one of 
us at above ^jf times the value. 

But, notwithftanding all that hath 
been objected by William Wood himfelf, 
together with his favourers^ abettors^ 
fupportersy either publick or private ; by 
thofe who connive at this proje6t, or dif- 
couragfi and difcountenance his oppofers 
for fear of leflening their favour^ or 

hazard- 
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hazarding their employments ; \.y thofc, 
who endeavour to damp the fpirit of 
the people railed againft this coin, or 
check the honeft zeal of fuch as by 
their writings or difcourfes do all they 
can to keep it up ; by thofe foftners^ 
fweetmrSy compounders^ and expedient- 
mongers^ v/hopake their heads fo ftrong- 
ly tliat we can hear their pockets jingle ; 
I did never imagine, that in deteding 
the praftices of fuch enemies to the king- 
dom I \\2.%Jlying in the king^s face\ or 
thought they were better reprefentm 
of his majefty, than that very coin^ for 
which they ^x^fecret or open advocates, 

If 1 were allowed to recite only thofe 
isoipses of the nation, which may be in 
our power to attain ; I think they might 
be fummed up in thefe few following. 

Firft, that an end might be put to 
our apprehenfions o{ Wood's half-pence, 
and to any danger of the lik^ deftruc- 
tive fcheme for the future. 

Secondly, that half-pence might be 
coined in this kingdom by a publick 
mint with due limitations. 

Thirdly, that the fenfe of both 
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Iif9l!a6s of parliament, at leaA: of the 
Intiie of commons, were declared by 
fiime unanimous and hearty V9tes a- 
JBDoft wealing any filk or woollen manu- 
uAiiret imported from abroad ; as like- 
wijfe againft wearing Indian fUks or 
caUicoes, which are forbidden under the 
higheft penalties in England: and it 
behores us to take example from {9 
wife a nation ; becaufe we are under a 
greater neceffity to do io^ flnce iste are 
nctf allowed Xoexport any woc^en manu- 
&dures of our own ; which is the prin- 
cipal branch of f(»:eign trade in Eng- 
Imd. 

Fourthly, that ibme effedual me- 
diods may be taken to civilize the poor- 
er £irt or our natives in all thoje parts 
of this kingdom, where the Irijb a- 
bound, by introducing among them our 
language and cuftoms; for want of 
which they live in the utmoft ignorance, 
barbarity, and poverty, giving them- 
(elves wholly up to idlenefs, naftine(s, 
and thievenr, to the very great and juft 
reproach of too many landlords. And 
if I had in me the ledl fpirit of a pro- 

jeSior^ 
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jeBory I would engage, that xY s migl*! 
be cffeded in a few years at a very inj 
confiderable charge, -11 

Fifthly, that due encouragement flioulc/ 
be given to agriculture ; and a ftop put 
to that pernicious pradice of graziers 
engroffing vaft quantities of land, foine- 
times at great diftancc; whereby the 
country is extremely depopulated. 

Sixthly, that the defeds in thofe ads 
for planting foreft trees might be fully 
fupplied, fince they have hitherto been 
wholly ineffectual ; except about the de- 
mefnes of a few gentlemen ; and even 
there in general very unfkilfully madej 
and thriving accordingly. Neither hadi 
there yet been due care taken to pre- 
ferve what is planted, or to enclofe 
grounds ; not one hedge in a hundred 
coming to maturity for want of fkill 
and induftry* The negled of copjing 
woods cut down hath likewife been of 
very evil confeqnenccs. And if men 
were reftrained from that unlimited li- 
berty ot cutHng down their n woods 
before the proper time, as they are in 
fome other countries, it woi d be a 
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S^aij benefit to the kingdom. For, 
believe, there is not another example 

I Europe of fuch a prodigious quan- 
ty of excellent timber cut down in Co 
ort a time, with fo little advantage 

the coimtry either in fiipping or 
tiUing, 

I may add that abfurd pradice of 
itting turf without any regularity ; 
hereby great quantities of reftorable 
nd are made utterly defperate, many 
Loufands of cattle deftroyed, the turf 
ore difficult to come at and carry 
>me, and lefs fit for burning ; the 
r made unwholfome by ftagnating 
X)ls and marfhes ; and the very fight of 
ch places ofFenfive to thofe who ride 
f. Neither fhould that odious cuftom 
: allowed of cutting fcrawi (as they 

II them) which is fiaying of the green 
rface of the ground to cover their 
bins, or make up their ditches; feme- 
nes in fhallow foils, where all is gra- 
1 within a few inches ; and fbme- 
nes in low ground, with a thin green 
rard, and fioughy underneath ; which 
d turns all into bog by this mifma- 

nagement. 
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nagement. And I have heard from Toy 
fkimil countrymen, that by thefe two 
practices in turf and f craws the king- 
dom lofieth fbme hundreds of acres oF 
profitable knd every year ; befides the 
irreparable lofs of many ikirts of bogs, 
which have a green coat of grals, and 
yet are mangled for turf\ and befides 
the want of canals by regular cutting, 
which would not only be a great con- 
venience for bringing their turf\ homfc 
at an ealy rate, but likewife render even 
the larger bogs more dry and fafe fer 
iiunmer pafture. 

Thefe, and Ibme other (peculations 
of the like kind, I had intended to pub- 
li{h in a particular difcourie againft this 
feflion or parliament ; becaufe, in fome 
periods of my life I had opportunity and 
curiofity to obferve, from what caufis 
thofe great errors in every branch of 
country management have arifen ; of 
which I have now ventured to relate 
but few out of very many ; whereof 
fome perhaps would not be mentioned 
without giving offence, which 1 have en- 
deavoured 
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Mired by tSA. pdf&ble means to avoid, 
for the fiitne leafbn I chofe to add 
the litde I thought proper to &y 
lis fubjed. 

It, as to the lands of thofe who are 
tuai ai/entees, I do not fee any pro* 
tty of their being ever improved, 
rmer times thdr tenants fat at eafy 
; but for fome years paft they have 
generally ipeaking more terribly 
xi by the dexterity ofmerci/eff agents 
England^ than even thofe who held 
r the fevered landlords here. I was 
xl upon the place by great num- 
>f credible people, that a prodigious 
r in the county of Cork being let 
leafes for lives, and great fines paid, 
ent was (b high, that the tenants 
mI leave to furrender their leafes^ 
vere content to lofe their jif»^f. 
be cultivating and improvement of 
is certainly a fubjed worthy of the 
:ft enquiry in any country, but elpe- 
in ours ; where we are (o ftrangely 
cd in every branch of trade, that 
le of advantage to us, and utterly 

deprived 



a88 L E T T E R VII. I 

deprived of tho(e, which are of the ' 
greateft importance ; whereof I defy the 
moft learned man in Europe to produce 
me an example firom any other kingdom 
in the world : for we are denied the bt- 
mfit which God and nature intended to 
us ; as manifeftly appears by our bappf 
fituadon for eomfnerce, and the great 
numbtr of our excellent forts. So that 
I think, Httie is left us^ befides the cul- 
tivating our own foil, encouraging agri- 
culture^ and making great plantations of 
trees, that we might not be under the 
neceili^ of fending for corn and bark 
firom England-, and timber from other 
countries. This would increafe the num^ 
ber of our inhabitants, and help to con- 
fume our natural products, as well as 
manufadures at home. And I (hall never 
forget what I once ventured to fay to a 
great man in England : that few politi- 
cianSf with all their fchemes, are half fb 
ufefaL members of a common-wealth, 
as an honejl farmer ^ who, by fkilfully 
draining, fencing, manuring and plant- 
ing, hath increaifed the intrinfick value 

of 
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eoe of land ; and thereby done a 
(ol firvice to his country i which 
great controverfy whether any of 
iw«r ever did, unce the creation 
KTorld ; but no controverfy at all, 
icty-nine in a hundred have done 
ince of miichief. 
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A FULL AND TRUE 

ACCOUNT 

O F T H E 

Solemn Proceillon to die Gallows^ at. 
the Execution of William JVoadt 
Efquire and Hard-ware-man. 

Written in the Year 1724. 

SOME time ago upon a report ipread, 
that William Woody hard- ware-man, 
was concealed in his brother-in-law's * 
houfe here in Dublin, a great number 
of people of different conditions, and 
of both fexes, crowded about the doxXy 
determinately bent to take revenge up- 
on him, as a coiner and a counterfeiter. 
Amongft the reft, a certain curious pcr- 
fon.ftanding in a corner obferved, that 
they all difcovered their refentments in 
the proper terms and exprefTions of their 
feveral trades and callings ; whereof he 
wrote down as many as *he could re- 
member ; and was pleafed to commu- 

* < )rie M:i\r,eux jr. sronnioiigcr. * 

nica^te 
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licate them to me, with leave to pub^ 
ifli them for the ufe of thole, who at 
iny time hereafter may be at a lofs for 
)roper words wherein to exprefs their 
500a difpofitions towards the faid Wil- 
hm Wood. 

The people cried out to have him de- 
livered into their hands. 

Says the parliament man, expel him 
he boufe. 

2* parliament man, I fccond that tnc- 
ion. 

Cook, ril hajie him. 

2** Cook. I'll give him his belly-full. 

3* Cook. I'll givehima//c/5 in the chcps. 

4* Cook. IMfowce him. 

Drunken-man. I'll beat him as lorg 
IS I csxifiand^ 

Bookfeller. 1*11 turn over a new lerf 
vith him. 

Sadler* I'll pummel him. 

Glazier. I'll make the light (hine 
hrough him. 

Grocer. V\\ pepper Yiirn. 

Groom. I'll curry his hide. 

^Pothecary. I'll pound him. 

2^'Pothecary. I'll beat hxmtomummy. 
U 2 School- 



292 WOOD'S EXECUTION. 

Scbool-mafter. 1*11 make him an ex- 
ample. 

Rabbet-catcher. I'll ykrr^/ him. 

Paviour. I'll thump him. 

Coiner. I'll give him a rap. 

WHIG. Down with him. 

TORY. f/>> with him. 

Miller. I'll daih out his grinders^ 

2^ Miller. Dam him. 

Boat-fnan. Sink him. 

Scavenger. Throw him in the kennel. 

Dyer. I'll beat him black and blue. 

Bagnio-man. I'll make the houfe too 
hot for him. 

Whore. Pox rot him. 

2'' Whore. Let me «/tf//^ with him. 

3** Whore. Clap him up. 

Mujlard-maker. I'll have him by the 
nofe. 

" Curate. I'll make the </m/ c^«« ««/ 
o/" him. 

Popijh-priejl. YWfend him to the devil. 

Dancing-majler. I'll /tr^Ci6 him better 
man?iers. 

2** Dancing-majier. I'll make him 
cut a caper three ftory high. 

Farmer. I'll /;6r^ /6/V/;. 
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Baylor. I'll fit on hiijkirts. 

J2^ Taylor. Hell is too good for him. 

3*" Taylor. V\\ pink his doublet. 

4* Taylor. I'll make his a make 

Buttons. 

Bajket-maker. I'll hamper him. 

Fidler. I'll have him hj the ears. 

2** Fidler. I'll bang him to fome /««^. 

Barber. V\\ have him by the beard. 

2** Barber. I'll pull his ivbijkers. 

3** Barber. I'll make his i6/7/r fland 
on end. 

4* Barber. I'll r<?;;;^ his /oc/b. 

Tinker. I'll try what w^W he's made 
of. 

Cobler. I'll make an ^W of him. 

Tobacconiji. I'll make Vvcsifmoak.. 

2^ Tobacconift. Til make him fet up 
his pipes. 

Gold-finder, I'll make him^/«i. 

Hackney-coachman. I'll make him 
know his driver. 

2* Hackney -coachman. I'll fl/m;« him 
to the devil. 

Butcher. I'll have a /w;^ of him. 

2** Butcher. Let us ^/(wo i&ir/» «^. 

3** Butcher. My iwj/Jr in him. 

U 3 iV«/ye. 
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Nurfe, VMfwaddle Hm. 

Anabaptift. We*ll dip the rogue in 
the pond* 

Ofiler. I'll rub him dcntm* 

Shoemaker. Set him in xiait flocks. 

Banker. Til kick him to half crowfts. 

.2^ Banker. V\\ pay him off. 

Bowler. Til have a rubber with him. 

Gamefier. I'll make his ^«?wj rattle. 

Bodice-maker. I'll //^f^ his fides. 

Gardener. I'll make him «;<»/«• ^« 
plants. 

Ale-wife. I'll r«<ry5(7» with him. 

Cuckold, I'll make him pull in his 
horns. 

Old Woman. I'll mumble him. 

Hangman. I'll throttle him. 

But at laft the people, having receiv- 
ed affurances, xiaax WilUam^Wood ym& 
neither in the houfe nor kingdom, ap- 
pointed certain commiffioners to hang 
him in cffigie ; whereof the whole ce- 
remony and proceffion dcferve to be 
tranfmitted to poftcrity. 

Firft, the way was cleared by a de- 
tachment of the ilack-guardsyWiih. ftiort 

fticks 




WOOD'S EXECUTION. 295 

fticks in their hands, and cockades of 
paper in their hats. 

Then appeared William Wood^ Efq; 
rcprefented to the life by an old piece 
of carved timber, taken from the keel 
of a fliip. Upon his face, which looked 
very difmal, were fixed at proper di- 
-ftances federal pieces of his own coin, 
to denote who he was, and to fignify his 
calling and his crime. He wore on his 
head a peruke, very artfully compofed 
of four old mops ; a halccr about his 
neck ferved him for a cravat. His cloaths 
were indeed not lb neat and elegant as 
is ufual with perfons in his condition 
(which fome cenforious people imputed 
to affedation) for he was covered with 
a large rugg of feveral colours in patch- 
work : he was borne upon the ftioulders 
of an able-bodied porter. In his march 
by St. Stephens-green^ he often bowed 
on both fides to Ihew his relpefts to the 
company; his deportment was grave; 
and his countenance, though fomewhat 
penfive, was very compofed. 

Behind him followed his father alone, 

in a long mourning cloak, with his hat 

U 4 over 
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over his nofe, and a handkerchief in his 
left hand to wipe the tears from his face* 

Next in order marched the execu- 
tioner htmfelf in perf(m\ whole vene- 
rable afped: drew the eyes of the whole 
aflcmbly upon him ; but he was further 
diftinguilhed by a halter, which he bore 
upon his left moulder as the badge of 
his office. 

Then followed two perfbns hand in 
hand; the one reprefenting William 
Woods brother-in-law ; the other a kxx- 
tsimfadler^ his intimate friend, whofe 
name I forget. Each had a fhiall kettle 
in his hand, wherein was a reafbnable 
quantity of the new half-pence. At 
proper periods they fhook their kettles, 
which made a melancholy found, like 
tlie ringing of a knell for their partner 
and confederate. 

After thefe followed feveral officers, 
whofe affiftance was neceffary for the 
more decent performance of tlie great 
work in hand. 

The proceffion was clofed with an innu- 
merable crowd of people, who frequently 
fent out loud huzza's ; which were cen- 

fured 
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•fiired by wifer heads as a mark of in- 
bumanity, and an ungenerous triumph 
over the unfortunate, without duly con- 
fidering the various viciffitudes of hu- 
man life. However, as it becomes an 
impartial hiftorian, I will not conceal 
one obfervation, that Mr. Wood him- 
fclf appeared wholly unmoved, without 
the leaft alteration in his countenance ; 
only when he came within fight of the 
fatal tree, which happened to be of the 
(ame fpecies of timber with his own pef- 
fon, he feemed £0 be fomewhat penfive. 
At the place of execution he appeared 
undaunted, nor was feen to fhed a tear. 
He made no refiftance, but fubmitted 
himfelf with great refignation to the 
hangman, who was indeed thought 
to ufe him with too much roughnefs, 
neither kifllng him, nor afking him par- 
don. His dying SPEECH was printed, 
and deferves to be written in letters of 
GOLD. Being afked whether it were 
his own true genuine S PE ECH, he did 
not deny it. 

Thofe of the fofter fex, who attended 
the ceremony, lamented that fo comely 

and 



Short VIEW 

OF THE 

State oilRELAND. 

Written in the Year 1727. 

I AM afllired, that it hath for fomc 
time been pradifed as a method of 
making men's court, when they are afked 
about the rate of lands, the abilities of 
tenants, the ftate of trade and manufac- 
ture in this kingdom, and how th^ 
rents are paid, to anfwer, that in thdr 
neighbourhood all things are in a flou- 
rifhing condition, the rent and purchale 
of land every day encreafing. And if a 
gentleman happen to be a little more 
fincere in his reprefcntations ; befides 
being looked on as not well afFeded, he 
is fure to have a dozen contradi<9bors at 
his elbow. I think it is no manner of 
fecret, why thefe queftions are fo cor- 
dially afked, or fo obligingly anfwered. 

But fince with regard to the affairs of 
this kingdom I have been ufing all en- 
deavours 
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authority thought fit to inteipoie, 
and die corps was refcued by the civil 
power. 

We hear the body is not yet interred; 
which occaiions many fpeculations. But 
what is more wonderful, it is pofitively 
affirmed by many who pretend to have 
been eye-witnefles, that there does not 
appear the leafl alteration in any one li« 
neament or feature of his countenance; 
nor vifible decay in his whole fram^ 
fiirther than what had been made by 
worms long before his execution. The 
iblution of which difficulty, I ihall leave 
among naturaliAs. 
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Written in the Year 1727. 

I AM affuredj that it hath for fomc 
time been pradifed as a method of 
making men's court, when they are alkcd 
about the rate of lands, the abilities of 
tenants, the ftate of trade and manufac- 
tiire in this kingdom, and how their 
rents are paid, to anfwer, that in their 
neighbourhood all things are in a flou- 
rifliing condition, the rent and purchafe 
of land every day encreafing. And if a 
gentleman happen to be a little more 
lincere in his repre fen tat ions ; bciides 
being looked on as not well afFeded, he 
is fure to have a dozen contradictors at 
his elbow, I think it is no manner of 
fecret, why thefe queftions are fo cor-- 
dially afked, or fo obligi?ig!y anfwered* 

But fince with regard to the affairs of 
this kingdom I have been ufir all en- 
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Cftyours to (ubdue my indignation ; to 
rhich indeed I am not provoked by any 
edbnal intereft, not being the owner 
f one fpot of ground in the whole 
9a/ul ; I fhali only enumerate by rules 
generally known, and never contradiA- 
d, what are the true caufes of any 
ountry's flourifliing and growing rich ; 
nd then examine what effeds ari& from 
ho(e caufes in the kingdom of Ireland, 

The firft cauie of a kingdom's thriv- 
Qg is, the fruitfiilnefs of the foil to pro- 
luce the neceflaries and conveniencies 
f life ; not only fufficient for the inha- 
itants, but for exportation into other 
oimtries. 

The fecond is, the induftry of the 
leople, in working up all their native 
ommodities to the laft degree of manu- 
adure. 

The third is, the conveniency of fafe 
lorts and havens to carry out tlieir own 
IQods as much manufactured, and bring 
a thoie of others as little manufadur- 
d, as the nature of mutual commerce 
nil allow. 

The fourth is, that the natives fhould, 

as 
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as much as pofTible, c ^ import 

their goods in veffels < " their own tim- 
ber, made in their own country. 

The fifth is, the privilege of a free 
trade in all foreign countries, which will 
permit them, except thofe, who are ia 
war with their own prince or ftate. 

The fixth is, by being governed only 
by laws made with their own confent j 
for otherwife they are not a free people. 
And therefore all appeals for juftice, or 
applications for tavour or preferment, to 
another country, are fo many grievous 
impoverifhmcnts. 

The fevcnth is, by improvement of 
land, encouragement of agriculture, and 
thereby encreafing the number of their 
people ; without which any country, 
however bleffed by nature, muft con- 
tinue poor. 

The eighth is, the refrdencc of the 
prince, or chief admimftrator of the ci- 
vil power. 

The ninth is, the concourle of fo- 
reigners for education, curiofit_ « )r plea- 
fiire ; or as to a ^neral mart i trade. 

The tenth is, by difpofing olBces 
^^ 
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of honour, profit or truft only to the na- 
tives ; or at leaft with very few excep- 
tions, where ftrangers have long inha- 
bited the country, and are fuppofed to 
underftand and regard the intereil of it 
as their own. 

The eleventh is, when the rents of 
lands, and profiis of employments, are 
fpent in the country which produced 
them, and not in another ; the former 
of which will certainly happen, where 
the love of our native country prevails. 

The twelfth is, by the publick reve- 
nues being all fpent and employed at 
home, except on the occafions of a fo- 
reign war. 

The thirteenth is, where the people 
are not obliged, unlefs they find it for 
their own intereft or conveniency, to 
receive any monies, except of their own 
ccMnage by a publick mint after the man- 
ner of all civilized nations. 

The fourteenth is, a difpofition of the 
people of a country to wear their own 
manufai^tures, and import as few incite- 
ments to luxury either in cloaths, fur- 
niture, food, or drink, as they poflibly 
can live conveniently without. 



1 
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There are many other caufes of a na-' 
tion's thriving, which I at prefent can- 
not recolleA: but without advantage 
from at leaft fome of thefe, after turn- 
ing my thoughts a long time, I am not 
able to difcover from whence our wealth- 
proceeds, and therefore would gladly 
be better informed. In the mean time 
I will here examine, what (hare falls to 
Ireland o{ thefe caufes, or of the effcds 
and confequences. 

It-k, not my intention to complain, 
but barely to relate fads; and the mat- 
ter is not of fmall importance. For it is 
allowed, that a man who lives in a ib- 
litary houfe, far from help, is not wife 
in endeavouring to acquire in the neigh- 
bourhood the reputation of being rich ; 
becaufe thofe, who come for gold, will 
go off with pewter and brafs, rather 
than return empty : and in the common 
pradice of the world thofe, who poileis 
moft wealth, make the leaft parade ; 
which they leave to others, who have 
nothing elfe to bear them out in fliew- 
ing their faces on the exchange. 

As to the firft caufe of a nation's 

riches. 
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^iches, being the fertility of the foil, 
as well as temperature of climate, we 
have no reafon to complain ; for, al- 
though the quantity of unprofitable land 
in this kingdom, reckoning bogg and 
rock and barren mountain, be double 
in proportion to what it is in England -y 
yet the native produdions, which both 
kingdoms deal in, are very near an equa- 
lity in point of goodnefs, and might 
with the fame encouragement be as well 
manu^dtured. I except mines and mi- 
nerals ; in fome of which however we 
are oiJy defcdive in point of fldll and 
induAry. 

In the ^ond, which is the induftry 
of the people, our misfortune is not al- 
together owing to our own fault, but to 
a million of difoouragements. 

The conveniency of ports and ha- 
vens, which nature hath beftowed fo 
liberally on this kingdom, is of no more 
ufc to us, than a beautiful proiped to 
a man (hut up in a dungeon. 

As to Ihipping of its own, Ireland 
is fo utterly unprovided, that of all the 
excellent timber cut down within thefc 

X fifty 
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fifty or fixty years it can hardly be £aadf 
that the nation hath received the bene^ 
fit of one valuable houfe to dwell in, 
or one fliip to trade with. 

Ireland is the only kingdom I ever 
heard or read of, either in ancient m 
modem ftory, which was denied the 
liberty of exporting their native com- 
modities and manufactures wherever 
they pleafed, except to countries at war 
with their own prince or ftate : yet this 
privilege, by the fuperiority of mere 
power, is • refufed us in the moft mo- 
mentous parts of commerce ; befides an 
adl of navigation, to which we never 
confented, pinned down upon us, and 
rigoroufly executed ; and a thouiand 
other unexampled circumftances, as 
grievous as they are invidious to men^ 
tion. To go on to the reft. 

It is too well known, that we are 
forced to obey fome laws we never con- 
lentcd to ; which is a condition I muft 
not call by its true uncontroverted name 
for fear of lord chief-juftice Whitjheds 
ghoft, with his * libertaset natakfolumy 

* Libtrty and my tuiUve ituitiry. 

written 
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mtten ibr a motto on his coach^ as it 
tood at the door of the court, while 
le was pe^uring himfelf to betray both. 
Thus we are in the condition of patients, 
^ho have phyfick fent them by dodors 
t a diftance, (Grangers to their confli- 
ution and the nature of their difeafe: 
nd thus we are forced to pay five hun- 
Ired per cent, to decide our properties: 
1 all which we have likewife the ho- 
:Our to be diftinguifhed from the whole 
ace of mankind. 

As to the improvement of land; thofe 
2W, who attempt that or planting, 
brough covetoufnefs or want of fkill 
generally leave things worfe than they 
/ere ; neitlier fucceeding in trees nor 
ledges; and by running into the fan- 
y of grazing, after the manner of the 
kythiansy are every day depopulating 
he country. 

We are fo far from having a king to 
efide among us, that even the viceroy 
» generally abfent four fifths of his time 
1 the government. 

No ftrangers from other countries 

lake this a part of their travels ; v/here 

X 2 they 
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' they can expe6; to fee nothing but Icenei 
of mifery and defolation. 

Thofe who have the misfortune to 
be born here, have the leaft title to 
any confiderable employment ; to which 
they are feldom preferred, but upon a 
political confideration. 

One third part of the rents of Ire- 
land is fpent in England ; which, with 
the profit of employments, peniions, 
appeals, journies of pleafure or health, 
education at the inns of court and both 
tmiverfities, remittances at pleafure, the 
pay of all fuperior officers in the army, 
and other incidents, will amount to a 
full half of the income of the whole 
kingdom, all clear profit to England. 

We are denied the Hberty of coining 
/ gold, filver, or even a)pper. In the iflc 
/ of Man they coin their own filver \ 
every petty prince, valTal to the em- 
■peror, can coin wliat money he pleaf- 
eth. And in this, as in moft of the arti- 
cles already menlioned, we are an excep- 
tion to all other ftatcs or monarchies, 
that were ever known in the world. 

As 
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As to the laft, or fourteenth article, 
We take fpecial care to a£t diametrical- 
ly contrary to it in the whole courfe of 
our lives. Both fexes, but efpecially the 
women, defpife and abhor to wear any 
of their own manufactures, even thofe 
which are better made than in other 
countries ; particularly a fort of filk 
plad, through which the workmen are 
forced to run a kind of gold thread that 
it may pafs for Indian. Even ale and 
potatoes are imported from England, as 
well as com ; and cnir foreign trade is 
little more, than importation of French 
wine, for which I am told we pay ready 
tnaney. 

Now, if all this be true (upon which 
I Gould eafily enlarge) I would be glad 
to know, by what fecret method it is, 
that we grow a rich and flourifliii^ peo- 
ple without liberty, trade, manufoBureSy 
tnbalntants, money, or the privilege of 
eomtng; without indufiry, labour, esc 
imprvoement of land; and with more 
than half the rent and profits of the 
whole kingdom annually exported, for 
X 3 Which 
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which wc receive not a fingle farthing: 
and to make up all this, nothing worck 
mentioning, except the linen of the 
Norths a trade cafual, corrupted and 
at mercy ; and fome butter from Cork, 
If we do flourifh, it muft be againft 
/ every law of nature and reafon ; like 

' /' " the thorn at Glajienburyy th^t faloflbms 

' in the midft of winter. 

Let the worthy commij/iofurs, who 
come from England^ ride round the 
kingdom, and obfervethe &ce of nature^ 
or the face of the natives ; the improve- 
ment of the land ; the thriving nume- 
rous plantations ; the noble woods ; 
the abundance and vicinity of country 
feats ; the commodious farmers houfes 
and barns ; the towns and village^ 
where every body is bufy, and thriving 
with all kind of manufa<^ures ; the fhops 
full of goods wrought to pierfoftion, and 
filled with cuftomers ; the comfortable 
diet and drefs, and dwellings of the peo? 
pie ; the vaft numbers of (hips in ous 
harbours and docks, and fhip-wrights in 
our fea-port towns ; the road^^crouded 

with 
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wbh. canlers, laden with rich maniifac- 
Jm^s ; the perpetual concourfe to and 
&Q of pompous equipages. 

With what envy and admiration would 
thofe gentlemen return from fo delight- 
ful a progrefs? what glorious reports 
would they malce, when they went back 
to England^ 

But my heart is too heavy to conti-j- 
nue this irony longer ; for it is manifeft, 
that whatever ftranger took fuch a jour- 
ney, would be apt to think himfelf travel- 
ling in Lap/and or TJland, rather than in 
a country fb favoured by nature as ours, 
both in fruitfulnefs of foil, and tempe- 
rature of climate. The miferable drefs, 
and diet, and dwelling of the people ; 
the general defolation in rngft parts of 
the kingdom ; the old feats of the no- 
bility and gentry all in ruins, and no 
new ones in their Head ; the families of 
farmers, who pay great rents, living in 
filth and naAinefs upon buttermilk and 
potatoes, without a ihoe pr (locking to 
their feet, or a houfe io convenient as 
aa.Engli/hhog-^y to receivethem. Thefe 
)pdeed may be comfortable iights to an 
X ^ Englijb 
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Englijh fpedator ; who comes for a fliort 
time, omy to learn the language^ and 
returns back to his own country, whi- 
ther he finds all our wealth tranfmitted. 

Nofira tniferia magna eji. 

There is not one argument ufed to 
prove the riches oi Ireland, which is not 
a logical demonftration of its poverty. 
The rife of our rents is fqueezed out of 
. the very blood, and vitals, tod cloaths, 
j and dwellings of the tenants, who live 
"^^"worfe than Englijh beggars. The low- 
neis of intereft, in all other countries a 
fign of wealth, is in us a proof of mi- 
fery ; there being no trade to employ 
any borrower. Hence alone comes the 
deamefs of land, fince the (avers have 
no other way to lay out their mone)^ i 
hence the deamefs of neceffaries for life: 
becauie the tenants cannot afFord to 
pay fuch extravagant rates for land, 
(which they muft take or go a begging) 
without raifing the price of cattle, and 
of corn, although themfelves fhould live 
iipon chaff. Hence our increafe of build- 
ings in this city ; becaufe workmen have 

nothing 
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iiothing to do but to employ one another, 
and one half of them are infallibly un^ 
done. Hence the daily increaie oikank- 
erSy who may be a neceffary evil in a 
triading country, but fo ruinous in ours; 
who for their private advantage have 
fent away all our filver, and one third 
of our gold ; fo that within three years 
paft the running ca£h of the nation, 
which was about five hundred thoufand 
pounds, is now leis than two, and muft 
daily diminifli, unlefs we have liberty to 
coin, as well as that important kingdom, 
the ifle of Man, and the meaneft prin- 
cipality in the German empire, as I be- 
fore obferved. 

I have fometimes thought, that this 
paradox of the kingdom growing rich 
is chiefly owing to thofe worthy gentle- 
men the BANKERS ; who, except fome 
cuftom-houfe officers, birds of pafiage, 
o^reffive thrifty 'fquires, and a few o- 
thers who fhall be namelefs, are the on- 
ly thriving people among us : and I have 
CHten wifhedj that a law were enaded 
to hang up half a dozen bankers every 
vpar, and thereby intopofc at leaft fome 

ihon 
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fliort delay to the further ruin of Irer 
/and. 

Te are idU^ ye are idle^ anfwered Phor 
raob to the IfraeliteSy when they com- 
plained to his fftajejiyy that they were 
Forced to make bricks without ilraw. 

England enjoys every one of thofe ad- 
vantages for enriching a nation, which 
I have above enumerated ; and into the 
bargain, a good million returned to 
them every year without labour or ha- 
zard, or one farthing value received on 
pur fide : but how long we fhali be able 
to continue the payment, I am not un- 
der the leafl concern. One thing I know, 
that when the ben is fiaroed to deaths 
there will he no more golden eggs* 

I think it a little qnhofpitable, and 
others may i::all it a fubdl piece of 
malice, that becaufe there may be a 
dozen families in this toiyn able to en-r 
tertain their Englijh friends in a gene- 
rous manner at their tables, their guefb 
upon their return to England (hall re- 
port, that we wallow in riches and lu- 
xury. 

Yet, I cpnfefs, I have known an ho-r 

fpital. 
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(pital, where all the houflidid ofiicers 
grew rich; while the poor, /orwhofe 
fake it was built, were almoft ftarving 
for want of food and raiment. 

To conclpde, if Ireland be a rich 
and flourifhing kingdom, its wealth and 
profperity muft be owing to certain 
caufes, that are yet concealed from the 
whole race of mankind ; and the dFedts 
are equally invifible. We need not won- 
der at {Grangers, when they deliver iuch 
paradoxes; but a native and inhabitant 
of this kingdom, who gives the fame 
vcrdid, muft be either ignorant to ftu- 
pidity, or a man-pleafer at the expence 
<^all honour, confcience, and truth. * 



• Theprefei^tfiateof /rv- 
latii I is in eeneral as flourifli- 
tneas poffiBle. Agriculture is 
cumvated : arts and fciences 
in OMiourBged : and in die 

I »5I5»' 



fpace of «ebteenv»rs> which 
is almoft die full time that I 
have known it, no kingdom 
can be moire improved. 

Obrbry. 
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ANSWER 

T 6 A 

PAPER 

CALLED 

A Memorial of the poor Inhabitarat^ 
Trudefinen^ and Labourefs of the 
Kingdom of Ireland, . 

Written in the Year 1728. 

I Received a fafer from you^ wiiOf 
ever you are, printed without any 
name q& author or printer '^ and lent, { 
liippofe, to me among others without 
miy particular diftindion. It contaias a 
complaint of the dearnels of com ; tnd 
ibme fchemes for making it cheaper, 
which I cannot approve of. 

But pray permit me, before I go fur- 
ther, to give you a fhort hiftory of the 
fteps, by which we arrived at this hope- 
ful fituation. 
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It was indeed the {hameful pradice 
of too many Irijb formers to wear out 
their ground with ploughing ; while ei- 
ther through poverty, lazinefs, or igno- 
rance, they neither took care to manure 
it as they ought, nor gave time to any 
part of the land to recover itfelf ; and 
when their leafes are near expiring, be- 
ing afTured that their landlords would 
not renew, they ploughed even the ttiea- 
dows, and made fuch havock, that ma- 
ny landlords were confiderable fuiSsrers 
by it f . 

This gave birth to that abominable 
race of graziers, who upon expira- 
tion of the formers leafes were ready to 
engrois great quantities c^ land ; and 
the gentlemen having been before often 
ill paid, and their land wore out of heart, 
were too eafily tempted, when a rich 
grazier made an offer to take all their 
land, and givethem fecurity for payment. 
Thus, a vaft trad of land, where twenty 
or thirty farmers lived, together with 

f This pradice probably prodaced the penal daules to 
prohibit ploughing, mentioned in the Pnpofal for tbt um- 
Virftd uft of Irifi) mamfaQurts, 

their 
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their cottagers, and labourers in their 
(everal cabins, became all deiolate, and 
eafily managed by one or two herdfinen 
and their boys; whereby the maiWr- 
grazier with little trouble feized to 
himfelf the livelihood of a hundred 
people. 

It muft be confefled, that the far- 
mers were juftly punifhed for their 
knavery y brutality, 2xA folly. But neither 
are the f quires and landlords to be ex- 
cufed ; forijto them is owing the depo- 
pulating of the country, the vaft num- 
ber of beggar Sy and the ruin of thole 
few forry improvements we had. 

That farmers lliould be limited in 
ploughing, is very reafbnable, and prac- 
tifed in England \ and might have eafi- 
ly been done here by penal clauies in 
their leales: but to deprive them in 
a manner altogether from tilling their 
lands, was a moft ftupid want of think- 
ing. 

Had the farmers been confined to 
plough a certain quantity of land, with 
a penalty of ten pounds an acre for 
whatever they exceeded, and farther li- 
mited 



I 
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tnited for the three or four laft yeart of 
their leales, all this evil had been pre- 
sented ; the nation would have faved a 
million of money ; and been more po- 
pulous by above two hundred thoufand 
fouls* 

For a people, denied the benefit of 
trade, to manage their lands in fuch a 
manner as to produce nothing, but what 
they are forbidden to trade with, or on- 
ly fuch things as they can neither ex- 
port nor manu&dure to advantage, is 
an abfurdity that a wild Indian would 
be afhamed of; efpecially when we add, 
that we are content to purchafe this 
hopeful commerce by fending to foreign 
markets for our daily bread. 

The grazier s employment is to feed 
great flocks of fheep, or black cattle, or 
both. With regard to Jbeep, as folly is 
ufiially accompanied with perverfenefs, 
£> it is here. There is fbmething fo 
monflrous to deal in a commodity, (fur- 
ther than for our own ufe) which we 
are not allowed to export manufadur- 
ed, nor even unmanufa<^red, but to 
one certain country, and only to fbme 

few. 
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few ports in that country \ there is, I 
^y, fbmething fo fottifh, that it vvantt 
a name in our language to expre& it 
by : and the good of it is, that the 
more Jheep we have, the fewer human 
creatures are left to wear the wool^ or 
cat the^i^» Ajasc was mad, when he 
miftook a flock oifieep for his enemies : 
but we fliall never be fober, until we 
have the fame way of thinking. 

The other part of the grazier s bufi* 
nefs is what we call black cattle^ pro* 
ducing hides^ tallowy and beef for ex- 
portation : all which are good and ufe- 
Jul commodities, if rightly managed* 
But It feems, the greatefl part of the 
hides are fent out raw for want of "bark 
to tan them ; and that want will daily 
grow ftronger : for, I doubt, the new 
projed of tanning without it is at an 
end. Our beef^ I am afraid, ftill con' 
tinues fcandalous in foreign markets for 
the old reafons. But our tallow^ for any 
thing 1 know, may be good. However, 
to beftow the whole kingdom on beef 
and muttony and thereby drive out half 
the people, who fliould eat their fhare, 

and 
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ind ferce the reft to fend fometlmes as 
Ijar as E^pt for bread to eat with it, is 
a moft peculiar and diftinguifhed piece 
{^publick (Economy, of which I have no 
Comprehenfion. 

I know very well that our anceftors 
the St^thiansy and their pofterity our 
kinfmen the Tartars^ lived upon the 
blood and milk and raw flefh of their 
cattle, without one grain of corn ; but 
I confefs my fclf fo degenerate, tiiat I 
am not ealy without bread to my vi- 
&uals% 

What amazed me for a week or two, 
was to fee, in this prodigious plenty of 
cuttle^ and dearth of human creaturesy 
and want of breads as well as tiiotiey to 
buy it, that all kind oi flejh-tneat fhould 
be monftroufly deaf\ beyond what was 
ever known in this kingdom. I thought 
it a defed in the laws, that there was 
not fome regulation in the price oifiejby 
as well as bread: but I imagine my felf 
to have guefled out the reafon : in fhort, 
I am apt to think, that the whole king- 
dom is over-ftocked v/ith cattle^ both 
black and white: and as it is obferved, 

Y that 



322 AN ANSWER Td 

that the poor Irijh hare a vanity to be 
father owners oi two lean cows, than 
onefat, although with double the chsQrge 
of grazing, and but half the quantity of 
milk ; fo I conceive it much more dif- 
ficult at prc(ent to find a iaX huHock 
or wether, than it vvould be, if half of 
them were fairly knocked on the head: 
for I am afiiired, that the diftrid in the 
feveral markets, called carrion-row^ is 
as reafcxiable as the poor can defire ; 
only the circumftance of money M pur^ 
chafe ity and of trade, or labour, to pur^ 
chafe that money, are indeed wholly 
wanting. 

Now, Sir, to return more particular* 
ly to you, and your memocml. 

A hundred thoufand barrels of wheat, 
you fay, Aiould be imported hither; and 
ten thou^d pounds pramium to die 
importers. Have you looked into the 
purfe of the nation ? I am no commif^ 
fioner of the treafury, but am wcH 
affured, that the whole running cafh 
would not fupply you with a fum to 
purchafe fo much corn, which, only at 
twenty fhillings a barrel, will be a hun- 
dred 
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will rather be leflened than cncreaied^ 
But, allowing no force in this argument ; 
yet fo preternatural a fum, as one hun- 
dred and ten thoufand pounds, raifed 
all on a fudden, (for there is no dallying 
with hunger) is juft in proportion with 
railing a million and a half in England^ 
which, as things "now ftand, would pro- 
bably bring that opulent kingdom under 
feme difficulties. 

■ You are concerned how ftrange and 
furprizing it would be in foreign parts 
to hear, that the poor were ftarving in 
a RICH country, etc. Are you in earned? 
is Ireland the rich country you mean ? 
or are you infulting our poverty ? were 
you ever out of Ireland? or were you 
fever in it till of late ? You may pro- 
bably have a good employment, and are 
living all you can to purchafc a good 
eftate in England. But by talking fo fe- 
miliarly of one hundred and ten thou- 
fend pounds by a tax upon a few com- 
moditiesy it is plain, you are either na- 
turally or affededly ignorant of our pre- 
fent condition ; or elfe you would know 
and allow, that fuch a fum is not to be 

Y 3 raifed 
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but I hcg you will leave us our wine 
to make us a while forget our mifery ; 
or give your tenants leave to plough for 
barley. But I will tell you 2ifecrety which 
I learned many years ago from the com- 
miffioners of the cujloms va London: 
they faid, when any commodity appeared 
to be taxed above a moderate rate^ the 
confequence was to leflen that branch 
of the revenue by one half; and one of 
thofe gentlemen pleafantly told me, that 
the miftake of parliaments on liich oc- 
cafions was owing to an error of com- 
puting two and two to make four ; 
whereas in the bufinefe of laying heavy 
impofitions two and two never made 
more than one ; which happens by leilcn- 
ing the import, and the flrong tempta- 
tion of running fuch goods as paid high 
duties, at leaft in this kingdom. Al- 
though the women are as vain and ex- 
travagant as their lovers or their huf- 
bands can delerve, and the men are fond 
enough of wine, yet the number of both, 
who can afford fuch expences, is (o 
finall, that the major part muft refufe 
gratifying themfelves, and the duties 

will 
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will rather be leflened than encreafed. 
But, allowing no force in this argument ; 
yet {0 preternatural a fum, as one hun- 
dred and ten thoufand pounds, railed 
all on a fudden, (for there is no dallying 
with hunger) is juft in proportion with 
railing a million and a half in England ; 
which, as things now ftand, would pro- 
bably bring that opulent kingdom under 
feme difficulties. 

• You are concerned how ftrange and 
ftirprizing it would be in foreign parts 
to hear, that the poor were ftarving in 
a RICH country, etc. Are you in eameft? 
is Ireland the rich country you mean ? 
or are you infulting our poverty f were 
you ever out of Ireland? or were you 
fever in it till of late ? You may pro- 
bably have a good employment, and are 
£iving all you can to purchafc a good 
eftate in England. But by talking (o fe- 
miliarly of one hundred and ten thou- 
fend pounds by a tax upon a few com- 
modities^ it is plain, you are either na- 
turally or afFeAedly ignorant of our pre- 
fent condition ; or elfe you would know 
and allow, that fuch a fum is iiot to be 

Y 3 raifed 
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raifed here, without a general exclft \ 
£bce, yd proportion to our wealth, we 
payj^ready in taxes more than England 
ever did in the heighth of the war. And. 
when you have brought over your porn, 
who will be the buyers ? Moft certainly, 
not the poor, who will not be able tQ 
purchafe the twentieth part of it. 

Sir, upon the whole, your paper is a 
very crude piece, Hable to more objec- 
tions than there are lines \ but, I thuik, 
your meaning is good, and ia far you 
are pardonable. 

If you will propofe a general contn^ 
bution for fupporting the poor in pota^ 
toes and buttermilk^ till the- new cori^ 
comes in, perhaps you may iucceed bet- 
ter ; becaufe the thing at leaf): is pof> 
£ble: and, I think, if. our brethren in 
England would contribute upon this 
emergency, out of the million they gain 
from us every year, they would do a 
piece oi jufiice as well as charity. In the 
mean time go and preach to your own 
tenants to fall to the plough as fail as 
they can ; and prevail with your neigh- 
bouring 'fqu^res to do the fame with 

theirs j 
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; or elfe die with the guilt of hav- 
ing driven away half the inhabitants, 
and fiarving the reft. For as to your 
lefaeme of railing one hundred and ten. 
tbwf and pounds y it is as vain as that of 
Rabelais y which was to fqueeze out 
wind from the pofteriors of a dead afs. 

But, why all this concern for the poor? 
We want them not as the country is now 
managed ; they may follow thoufands 
of their leaders, and feek their bread a- 
broad. Where the plough has no work, 
one family can do the bufinefs of fifty, 
and you may fend away the other forty- 
nine. An admirable piece of hufbandry, 
never known or pradifed by the wifeft 
nations, who erroneoully thought peo- 
jde to be the riches of a country. 

If fo wretched a ftate of things would 
allow it, methinks I could have a mali- 
cious pleafure, after all the warning I, 
have in vain given the publick at my 
own peril for feveral years paft, to fee 
the confequences and events aniwering 
in every particular. I pretend to no la- 
gacity : what I writ was little more than 
what I had difcourfed to feveral perfons, 

Y 4 who 
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who were generally of my opinion-: anS 
it was obvious to every common under* 
Aanding, that fuch efFeds mufl needs 
follow from fuch caufes. A fair ifllie o£ 
things begun upon party rage, while 
fome lacrmced the publick to fury, and 
others to ambition: while a fpirit of 
fsi6kion and opprefHon reigned in every 
part of the country, where gentlemen, 
inftead of confulting the eafe of their 
tenants or cultivating their lands, were 
\vorrying one another upon points of 
wA/g and foryy of iigi church and Jaw 
church ; which no more concerned them, 
than the long and famous controverfy 
oi fir ops * for razors: while agrHcul- 
ture was wholly diicouraged, suid confc- 
quently half the farmers and labourers, 
and poorer tradefmen, forced to beg- 
gary or banilhment : Wifdom crietb vft 
thefir^ets ; becaufe I have called on you -y 
I have fir etched out my handy and no 
nian regarded. But ye havefet at nought 
all my counfehy and fvould none of iny 

' * A piece of leather pafted perty and excellence of which 
qn wood to be ufcd with a feveral eompetitors eagerly 
certaia pj'wder, for the pro- contended. 

reproof 
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reproof* I alfo will laugh at your cala^ 
msty^ and mock when your fear comet b, 

I have now done with your memo- 
sial, and freely excuie your miflakes, 
finoe you appear to write as a fbanger, 
and as of a country, which is left at li- 
berty to enjoy the benefits of nature, 
and to make the befl of thofe advantages 
which God hath given it in foil, climate, 
and £ltuation. 

But having lately fcnt out a paper, 
entitled, A Jhort view of the ftate of 
Iidand ; and hearing of an objeftion, 
that fbme people think. I have treated 
the memory of the late lord chief juftice 
Whitjbed with an appearance or feve- 
rity t fince I may not probably have 
another opportunity of explaining my felf 
in that particular, I chufe to do it here: 
laying it therefore down for a fojlula- 
turn, which I fuppofe will be univerfally 
granted, that no little creature of fo 
mean a birth and genius had ever the 
honour to be a greater enemy to his coun- 
try, and to all kinds of virtue than HE, 
I anfwer thus ; whether there be two 
dlTiprentgoddeiies called Fam^-i as fbme 
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authors cantend, or only one godded 
founding two different trumpets, it is 
certain, that people diflinguifhed for 
their villawy have as good a tide to a 
blaft from the proper trumpet ^ as thofe 
who are moil renowned for their virtues 
have &oni the other ; and have equal 
reafon to complain if it be refufed them. 
And accordingly the names of the mofl 
celebrated profligates have been faithfully 
tranfmitted down to poflerity. And al- 
though the perfbn here underilood aded 
his part in anobfcurecomerof the world; 
yet his talents might have fhone widi 
lufbre enough in the noblefl &ene. 

As to my naming a perfbn dead, the 
plain hpiieii rea£>n is the befL He was 
armed with power and will to do mif* 
chief, even where he was not provoked, 
as appeared by his profecuting two priif' 
tersy one to death, and both to ruin, 
who had neither offended God, nor the 
king, nor him, nor the publick. 

What an encouragement to vice is 
this ? If an ill man be alive, and in 
power, we dare not attack him ; and if 
he be weary of the world, or of his own 

villainies. 
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ilai&ies, he has nothing to dp jbut die, 
id then his reputatipo is i^. For thsfe^ 
ocellent cafiufts luipwjuilb]^//;? enough 
I h^ve heard a moft foolish pre^pt, 
lat de mortuis ifil nifi ionum\ io tha*^ 
$()f rates, and ^^^fus his accufer *, ha^ 
^ppened to die together,. the charity 
[ £}rvivors mu^ either, h^e.oblige.^ 
leoi to hold their peace^ or to £x thq 
me chara&er on both. The only aimjc 
f charging the dead is, when the leaf); 
oubt remains whether the accuiation 
: ^ue i but when men are openly a^ 
l^l4one(l, and loft to all fhame, they 
we no reafpn. to think it hardj if their 
ijCmory be reproached. Whoever re's- 
orts, or othi^iwiTe publiihcth any thing, 
'hich it is poifible may be falie, that 
lan is a flanderer ; l)ic mger efi, bum tu^ 
*j^Mney cavetQ, Even the leafl mifre- 
rp&ntation, or aggravation of fa^, dc^ 
xves the fame cenfure in fome degree^ 
ut in this cafe I am quite deceiv«l, if 
ly .error hath not been on the fide pf 
stenuation. 

* Aigtm one of the wretches who accufed Seerates of con> 
inning the gods, and endeavourbg to fubvert thereli^on of 
f^countiy. 

I have 
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' I have now prefent before me the idea 
of fome perfbns, (I know not in what 
part of the world) who fpend every mo- 
ment of their lives, and every turn of 
their dioughts while they are awake^ 
(and probably of their dreams while they 
ileep) in the moft deteftable adions and 
defigns; who delight in /«^i6/g/',^tf»- 
iialy and obloquy y with the hatred and 
contempt of all mankind againfl: them ; 
but chiefly of thofe among their own 
party, and their own £unily ; (uch, 
whole odious qualities rival each other 
for perfedion ; avarice^ brutality y fac- 
tioriy pridey tnalicey treachery y noifey tm- 
pidencey dulnefsy ignorancey vanity y and 
revengey contending every moment for 
fuperiority in their breafls. Such crea- 
tures are not to be reformed ; neither 
is it prudent, or fafe to attempt a refor- 
mation. Yet, although their memories 
will roty there may be fome benefit for 
their furvivors, to fmell it while it is 
rotting* 

I amy SIRy 

Tour humble fervanty 

DitiSn, March 



VINDICATION 

Of His Excellency 

John Lord Carteret^ 

FROM THE 

CHARGE of favouring none but 'Tories^ 

Higb-Cburch-meny and Jacobites, 

Written in the Year 1730. 

IN order to treat this important fub- 
jed with the greatefl fairnefs and 
impartiality, perhaps it may be conve- 
nient to give ibme account of his excel- 
Umy ; in whofe life and charader there 
are certain particulars, which might give 
a very juft lufpicion of fome truth in the 
aocuiation he lies under. 

He is defcended from two noble, an- 
cient and moil loyal families, the Carte- 
rets^ and the Gramjilles: too much 
diftinguifhed, I confels, for what they 
aded, and what they filtered in defend- 

The inew of this pece (eems to be to recommend 
moderation, and laugh political bigotby out of coun* 
tenance. 

ing 
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ing the ipritier conftitution in churc& 
and ftate under king Charles the mar* 
tyr ; I mean that very prince, on ac- 
count of whofe martyrdom a form of 
prayer^ withfafiing^ was enjoined hy aB 
of parliament to be ufed on the y^th 
day of January euery year^ to implore 
the mercies of Gody that the guilt of that 
f acred and innocent blood might not be 
vijited on us or our pofierity j as we may 
read at large in our common-prayer-booh\ 
which day hath been iblemnly kept, even 
within the memory of many men now 
alive. 

His excellency the prefent Iwd was 
educated in the univerfity <rf Oxford^ 
from whence, with a fingularity feaittf 
to be juftified, he carried away mOM 
greeky latin ?iiid philofophy^ than proper^ 
ly became a perfon of his rank ; indeed 
much more of each thnn moft of thofc 
who are forced to live by their learning 
will be at the unnecefTary pains to load 
their heads witi). 

This was the rock he fpHt oa 
his firft appearancein the wodiL" ' 
ing juft got clear of , 



: hiys 
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ban as he came to town', fbme bifhops, 
d der^men, and other peribns moil 
uDjcntTor learning and parts, got him 
K>ng them; from whom although 
: were fortunately dragged by a lady 
d the court, yet he could never wipe 
F the (lain, nor wafh out the tin^iure 
his univo^ty acquirements and dif- 
nfitions. 

To this another misfortune was add- 
, that it pleaied God to endow him 
tth great natural talents, memory, judg- 
ent, comprehenfion, eloquence, and 
it : and, to finifh the work, all thefe 
tre fortified even in his youth with the 
[vantages received by fuch employ- 
ents, as are bcft fitted both to exer- 
(e and polifh the gifts of nature and 
lucation, having been ambafiador in 
weral courts, when his age would hard- 
allow him to take a degree ; and made 
incipal fecretary of ftate at a period, 
hen, according to cuftom, he ought to 
ive b^n bufied in lofing his money at 
chocolate-houfe; or in other amufe- 
lents equally laudable and epidemic 
nong perfbns of honour. 

I cannot 
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I cannot omit another weak iide id 
his excellency. For it is known^ and 
can be proved upon him, that greek and 
latin books might be found every day 
in his drelling-room, if it were careful-^ 
jy fearched ; and there is reafbn to ivS- 
ped, that fome of the laid books have 
been privately conveyed to him by tory 
hands. I am likewife aitured, tnat he 
hath been taken in the very fad of read- 
ing the faid books, even in the midft 
of a fefllon, to the great negled of pub- 
lick affairs. 

I own, there may be fbme grounds 
for this charge y becaufe I have it ^om 
good hands, that when his excellency 
is at dinner with one or two icholars 
at his elbows, he grows a moil unfup- 
portable and unintelligible companion 
to all the fine gentlemen round the 
table. 

I cannot deny, that his excellency lies 
under another very great difadvantage. 
For with all the accomplifhments above 
mentioned, adding that of a mofl come- 
ly and graceful perfbn, and during the 
prime of youth, fpirits, and vigour, he 

hath 
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hath in a moft unexemplaiy manner led 
a regalar.domcfticlife ; difcovers a great 
efteein, and friendftiip, and love for his 
lady, as well as true afiedlion for his 
children ; and when he is dilpofed to 
admit an entertaining evening-compa- 
^on, he doth not always enough re- 
fled, whether the perfon may poffibly 
in former days have lain under the im- 
putation of a toyy; nor at fuch times 
do the natural or affeSied fears di pope- 
ry and ihc priiender make any port of 
tht converktion : I prefume, becaufe 
neither Homer, Flaio, AriJiotU^ or Ci- 
cero^ have made any mention of them. 
Thefe I freely acknowledge to be his 
exce!!cncy*s failings : yet, I think it is 
agreed by philofbphers and divines, that 
fome allowance ought to be given to 
human infirmity, and to the prejudices 
of a wrong education. 

I am well aware, how much my Sen- 
timents differ from the orthodox opinions 
of one or two principal patriots, at the 
head of whom I name with honour Pi- 
fiorides. For thefe have decided the mat- 
ter diredly againft me by declaring, 

Z that 
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that no perlbn, who was ever known to 
He under the fufpicion of one fingle tory 
principle, or who had been once feen at 
a great man's levee in the iicorft of times *, 
ihould be allowed to come within the 
verge of the caftle ; much lefs to bow 
in the anti-chamber, appear at the affetn^ 
bliesy or dance at a birth-night. How- 
ever I dare afTert, that this maxim hath 
been often controlled; and that on the 
contrary, a confiderable number oi early 
penitents have been received into grace^ 
who are now an ornament y happinefs^ 
Z,ti6.fupport to the nation. 

Neither do I jfind any murmuring on 
fome other points of greater importance^ 
v/here this favourite maxim is not ib 
rtriftly obferved. 

To inftance only in -one. I have not 
heard, that any care hath hitherto been 
taken to difcover wlicther madam %f^io^ 
lante be a isohig or tory in her principles j 
or even that llic hatli ever been offered 
the oaths to the gwoernment : on thecon- 

* The three i.ifl vcars of queen Anne, when lord Oxford 
wzs minifter, were lo called by the whigs. 
t A famoi!^ Italian ropc-tlunccr. 

trary. 
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prary, I am told, that fhc opehlv pro- 
feffeth herfclf to b? a /bfgh-fyerfsnd it 
is not improbable by her outlandifh 
name, flic may alio be a papifi in her 
heart ; yet we fee this illuftrious and 
dangerous female openly carcfled by 
principal peribns of both parties ; who 
contribute to fiipport her in a fplendid 
manner, without the leaft apprehen- 
fions from a grand-jury, or even from 
'iquire Hartley Hutcbefon himfelf, that 
zealous profecutor of hawkers and libels. 
And, as aobhes wifely obferves,y& much 
money being equivalent tofo muchpcnoer^ 
it may deferve confideiing, with what 
iafety fuch an inflxument oi power ought 
to be trufted in the hands of an alieny 
who hath not given any legal fecurity 
ipt her good affedion tothegovernment. 
I coafefs, there is one evil which I 
could wiih our friends would think pro- 
per to redrefs. There are many whigs 
in this kingdom of the old-fajhiond 
fiampy of whom we might make very 
good ufe ; they bear the fame loyalty 
with us to the Hanokierian family in 
tjtt perfpn of king George the II"*. Tha 
Z 2 fame 
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fame abhorrence of the pretender ^ with 
the confequences oi popery 2LTi6. Jlavery, 
and the fame indulgence to tender eon* 
JhieiKes : but having nothing to afk for 
themfelvesj and therefcire the more lei- 
fure to think for the pubHck, they are 
often apt to entertain fears, and melan- 
choly profpe<9;s concerning the date of 
their country, the decay of trade, the 
want of money, the miferable condition 
of the people, with other topicks of the 
like nature ; all which do equally con- 
cern both whig 2>xA tory-y who, if they 
have any thing to lofe, muft be equally 
fufFerers. Perhaps, one or two of thefc 
melancholy gentlemen will ibmetinies 
venture to publifh their thoughts- in 
print : now I can by no means approve 
our ufual cuflom of curling and railing: 
at this fpecies of thinkers, under the 
names oitories^ Jacobites, p^pift^i libdUrs^ 
rebels^ and the like. 

This was the utter ruin of that poor, 
angry, buftling, well-meaning mortal 
Pijlorides ; who lies equally under the 
contempt of both parties; with no o- 
ther difference, than a mixture of pity 

on 
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pn one fide, and of averjign on the o- 
ther. 

How hath be been pelted, peftered 
and pounded by one fingle wag, who 
promiiJbth never to forfake him, living 
or dead ? 

I was much pleafed with the humour 
of zfurgeon in this town ; who having, 
in his own apprehenfion, received ibme 
great injuftice from the carl of G always 
and delpairing of revenge as well as re- 
lief, declared to all his friends, that he 
had fet a-part one hundred guineas to 
purchafe the earl's carcafe from the fex- 
ton, whenever // fliould dye, to make 
a fl^eleton of the bones, ftuff the hide, 
and {hew them for three-pence ; and 
thus get vengeance for the injuries he 
had (ufFered by its owner. 

Of the like {pirit too often is that 
implacable race of wits ; againft >yhom 
there is no defence but innocence, and 
philofophy : neither of which is likely 
to be at hand ; and therefore the wound- 
ed have no where to fly for a cure, but 
^ d^wn-right ftupidity, a crazed head, 

Z 3 Q? 
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or a profligate contempt of guilt and 
fhame. 

I am therefore forry for that other 
miferable preature Traulus'y who, al- 
though of fomewhat a different fpecies, 
yet feems very far .to outdo even the ge- 
nius of Pijlorides in that mifcarrying 
talent of railing without confiftency or 
difcretion againft the moft innocent per- 
fons, according to the prefent dtuation 
of his gall and fpleen. I do not blame 
an honefl gentleman for the bittercft in- 
vedives againfl one, to whom he pro- 
fefleth the greateft friendftiip ; provided 
he ads in the dark, fo as not to be dii^ 
covered : but in the midft of careffes^ 
vijits, and invitations^ to run into the 
ftreets, or to as puHick a place^ and 
without the leaft pretended incitement 
fputter out the bafeft and falfefl: accu^- 
tions ; then to wipe his mouth, come 
up frailing to his friend, fhake him by 
the hand, and tell him in a whifper, it 
was all for his fervice : this proceeding, 
I am bold to think a great fiiilure in 
prudence ; and I am afraid left luch a 
practitioner, with a body fo open, iofoul^ 

and 
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and Co full of fores ^ may fall under the 
rcfentment of an incenfed political y«r- 
g^oHy who is not in much renown for 
his mercy upon great provocation : who 
without waiting for his death, wiMJlay 
and diJfeSi him alive ; and to the view 
of mankind lay open all the difordered 
cells of his brain, the venom of his 
tongue, the corruption of his heart, and 
ipots and flatus's of his fpleen ; and all 
this for three-pence. 

In fuch a cafe what a fcene would be 
laid open I and, to drop my metaphor, 
what a chara^er of our miftaking friend 
might an angry enemy draw and ex- 
pofel particularizing that unaaturalcon- 
jundion of vices and follies foinconfi- 
ftcnt with each other in the fame breaft : 
furious and fawning, fcurrilous and flat- 
tering, cowardly and provoking, info- 
Icnt and abjed ; moil profligately falie, 
with the ftrongeft profeflions of finceri- 
ty ; pofitive and variable, tyrannical and 
ilavifh. 

I apprehend, that if all this fliould be 

fct out to the world by an angry whig 

pf the old ftamp, the unavoidable con- 

X ^ fcquence 
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fcquence muft be a confmement of our 
friend for fome months more to his gar- 
ret ; and thereby depriving the public^ 
for fo long a time, and in fo important 
a jui0ure d( his uleful talents in thci? 
fervice, while he is fed like a wild beail 
through a hole j but I hope with a Cpc- 
cial regard to the quantity apd quality, 
of his nouriihment. 

In vain would his excuiers endeavour 
to palliate his enormities by imputing 
them to madnefs; becaufe it is well 
known, that madne(s only operates by 
inflaming and enlarging the good or evil 
dilpofitions of the mind. For the curof^ 
tors of Bedlam aflure us, that fbme lu-r 
naticks are perfbns of honour y trufh^ ^ 
nevolencey and many other virtues, which 
appear in their higheil ravings, although 
alter a wild incoherent manner ; while 
others on the contrary difcover in every 
word and a<^ion the utmoft bafeneji 
and depravity of human minds; which 
infallibly they poffefled in the fame de- 
gree, although perhaps ynder a better 
regulation, before their entr^iice into 
that academy. 

But 
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But it may be objeded, that there i$ 
an argument of much forcetoexcufe the 
overflowings of that zeal, which our 
yw«</fhewsormeansforourcaufe. And 
it: mufl be confefled, that the eafy and 
fmooth fluency of his elocution^ beftowed 
on him by nature^ and cultivated by con- 
tinual fraSiicet added to the comeltnefs 
of his perfon^ the harmony of his voice, 
the graceftdnefs of his manner, and the 
decency of his drefs, are temptations too 
ibrong for fuch a genius to refift upon 
$my publick occaflon of making them ap- 
pear with univerfal applaufe. And if 
good men are fometimes accufed of lov- 
ing their jefl better than their friend ; 
furely to gain the reputation of the firft 
orator in the kingdom, no man of ipirit 
would fcruple to lofe all ^^ friends he 
had in the world. 

It is ufual for maflers to make their 
boy^ declaim on both fides of an argu- 
ineqt ; and as fome kinds of aflemblies 
arc called xhcfchools of politicks, I con- 
fer nothing can better improve political 
fchool-boys, than the art of making 
plai|iible or implauiible harangues a*- 

gainft 
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gainft the very opinion, for which they 
refolve to determine. 

So cardinal P^r0», after having ^ke 
for an hour to the admiration of all his 
hearers to prove the exiftence of God, 
told fome of his intimates, that he could 
have fpoken another hour, and much 
better, to prove the contrary. 

I have placed this reaibning in the 
ftrongefl light, that I think it will bear; 
and have nothing to anfwer, but that, 
allowing it as much weight as the rea- 
der ihall pleafe, it hath conftantly met 
with ill fuccefs in the mouth of our 
friend'y but whether for want of good 
luck, or good management, I fufpend 
my judgment. 

To return from .this long digreflion; 
if peribns in high ftations have bun aU> 
kfwed to chufe wenches without regard 
even to difference in religion, ^^z never 
incurred the leaft reflexion on their 
loyalty, or their protcftantifm ; fhall the 
chief governor of a great kingdom be 
cenfured for chufing a companion^ who 
may formerly have been fufpeded for 
differing from the orthodox in fomefpe- 

culative 
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Culative opinions of perTons and things, 
which cannot aiFed the fundamental 
{Hinciples of a found whig f 

But let me fuppofe a very pofUble cafe. 
Here is a perfon fent to govern Ireland^ 
whofe unfortunate weak fide it happens 
to be, for fcveral reafons above-mention- 
ed, that he hath encouraged the atten- 
dance of one or two gentlemen diflin- 
guifhed for their tafte, their wit, and their 
learning ; who have taken the oaths to 
his majefly, and pray heartily for him : 
yet becaufe they may perhaps be ftig- 
matized as quondam tories by Pijiorides 
and his gang, his excellency muft be 
forced to banifh them under the pain 
and peril of difpleafing the zealots of his 
own party ; and thereby be put into a 
worfe condition than every common good 
fellow, who may be a fuiccitproteftant 
and a loyal fubje«5t, and yet rather chufe 
to drink fine ale at the popes head, than 
muddy at the king's. 

Let me then return to my fuppofltions. 
It is certain, the high-flown loyalifts in 
the prefent fcnfe of the word have their 
thoughts, and fludies, and tongues, fo 

entirely 
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entirely diverted by political iR:hemeay 
that the zeal of thax principles hath ea- 
ten up their underftandings ; neither have 
they time from their employments, their 
hopes, and their hourly labours for acr 
quiring new additions of merit, to amufe 
themfelves with philol(^ical converfe 
or ipeculations, which are utterly ruinous 
to all {chemes of rifing in the world. 
What then mud a great man do, whofe 
ill ftars have fetally perverted him to a 
love and tafte, and poflefHon of litera-^ 
ture, politenefs, and good fenfe? Our 
thorough-lped repiiblick of whigs, which 
contains the bulk of all hopers^ preten- 
der s^ expeSierSy and profejfors, are be- 
yond all doubt mod highly ufeful to 
prin(:es, to governors, to great minifters, 
and to their country ; but at the fame 
time, and by neceflary confequence, the 
moil di^igreeable companions to all, who 
have that unfortunate turn of mind pe- 
culiar to his excellency, and perhaps to 
five or fix more i(i a nation. 

I do not deny it poflible, that an ori-^* 
ginal or profelyte favourite of the times 
plight have been Bo;-n to thofe ufelds 

talents. 
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tdents, which in fdimer ages qualified 
a man to be a poet, or a philofbpher. 
All I contend for is, that where the true 
genius of party once enters, it /weeps the 
houfe cUajty and leaves room for many 
other fpirits to take joint poileilion, imtil 
the laft Jiate of that man is exceedingly 
better than the firft. 

I allow it a great error in his excel- 
lency, that he adheres fo obfHnately to 
his old unfapionable academick educa- 
tion ; yet fo perverfe is human nature, 
that the ufual remedies for this evil in 
others have produced a contrary effedt 
in him ; to a degree, that I am credibly 
informed, he will, as I have already hint- 
ed, in the middle of a feilion quote paf- 
fages out of Plato and Pindar at his 
own table to fome book-learned compa- 
nion without blufliing, even when per- 
fons o{ great Jiations are by. 

I will venture one ftep further; which 
is, freely to confefs, that this miftaken 
method of educating youth in the know- 
ledge of ancient learning and language 
is too apt to fpoil their politicks and 
principles ; becaufe the dodrine and ex- 
amples 
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aniples of the books they read, teach 
them leifoiis direSily contrary in every 
point to the prefent praSiice of the world : 
and accordingly Hobbes mod judicioufly 
obierveS) that the writings of the Greeks 
and Romans made young men imbibe 
opinions againfl abfoliite power in a 
prince^ or even in a firft minifier ; and 
to embrace notions of liberty and pro- 
perty. 

It hath been therefore a great felicity 
in thefe kingdoms, that the heirs to 
titles and large eftates have a weaknefs 
in their eyes, a tendemefs in their con- 
ftitutions ; are not able to bear the pain 
and indignity of whipping ; and, as the 
mother rightly exprefles it, could never 
take to their booksy yet are well enough 
qualified to fign a receipt for half a 
year's rent, to put their names (rightly 
fpelt) to a warrant, and to read pam-^ 
phlets againd religion and high-flying ; 
whereby they fill their niches, and carry 
themfelves through the world with that 
dignity,which beft becomes 2ifenatorziii^ 
9 yquire, 

I CQuld heartily wiOi his excellency 

would 
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Would be more condefbending to the ge- 
nius of the kingdom he governs ; to the 
cx>ndition of the times, and to the na- 
ture of the ftation he fills. Yet if it be 
true, what I have read in old EngUJb il:o* 
ry-bocJcs, that one Agejilaus (no matter 
to the bulk of my readers wheth^ I fpell 
the name right or wrong) was caught 
by the parfon of the parijb riding on a 
hobby-horfe with his children ; that So- 
crates a heathen philofbpher was found 
dancing by himlelf at fourfcore ; that a 
king called Cafaf Auguftus (or fome 
fuch name) uied to play with boys, 
whereof fome might poilibly be ions of 
tories ; and that two great men called 
Scipio and LeliuSy {I forget their chrif- 
tian names, and whether they were poets 
or generals) often played at duck and 
drake with fmooth ftones on a river. 
Now I fay, if thefe fads be true, (and 
the book where I found them is in print) 
I cannot imagine, why our moft zealous 
patriots may not a little indulge his ex- 
cellency in an infirmity, which is not 
morally evil ; provided he gives no pub- 
lick fcandal j which is by all means to 

be 
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be avoided: I fay, why he may not be 
indulged twice a week to converie with 
one or two particular perfons ; and let 
him and them conn bver their old ex- 
fhded readings together, after thoi-hings 
^>ent in hearing and prefcribihg we^i 
and meam from and to his mofi tthedknt 
politicians for the welfare of the king^ 
dom ; although the (aid particillar peir- 
ion, or perfons, may not have made fo 
publick a declaration of their political 
£uth in all its paits^ as the buiinefs of thtf 
nation requires : ftill iiibmitting my opi- 
nion to that hap^ fnajorityy which I am 
cbnfident il always in the right i hi 
whom the liUrty of the fubjed ham 
been fb frequently, ib ftrenuoufly, aild 
fo fuccefsfuUy aflerted ; who by their 
wife counfels have made commerce to 
flourifh, money to abound, inhabitants 
to encreafe, the value of lands and rents 
to rife ; and the whole ifland put on a 
new fece of plenty and profperity. 

But, in order to clear his excellent^ 
more fully from this accufation of (hew- 
ing his 'fevours to high-fly ers^^ torieSy and 

jaco- 
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jacohiteiy it will be neceflaty to come to 
particulars. 

The firft perfon of a tory denomina- 
tion, to whom his excellency gave any 
marks of his favour, was (lo<Stor Thomas 
Sheridan. It is to be obferved, that this 
happened fo early in his excellency's 
government, as it may be juftly fuppof- 
ed he had not been informed of that 
gentleman's charader upon fo danger- 
ous zA article. The dodtor being well 
known, and diflinguifhed for his fldll 
and fuccefs in the education of youth 
beyond mod of his profeflion for many 
years paftj was recommended to his 
excellency on the fcore of his learning, 
and particularly for his knowledge in 
the Greek tongue ; whereof, it feems, 
his excellency is a great admirer, al- 
though for what reafons I could never 
imagine. However, it is agreed on all 
hands, that his lordfliip was too eafily 
prevailed on by the dodor's requeft, or 
indeed rather from the bias of his own 
nature, to hear a tragedy a<fted in that 
unknown language by the dodor's lads, 
which was written by fbme heathen au- 

A a ;liDr ; 
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thor : but whether it contained ailt 
tory or high-church jJrinciples, miift b«f 
left to the confciences of the boysy the 
doEiory and his excellency j the only wit- 
neflcS in this cafe, whofe teftimonies cad 
be depended upon. 

It feems, his excellency (a thing never 
to be fufficiently wondered at) \vas fo 
plcafed with his entertainment, that 
ibmc time after he gave the do6lor a 
church-living to the value of almodi 
due hundred pounds a year, and made 
him one of his chaplains j from an anti" 
quated ftotion, that good fchool-maflers 
ought to be encouraged in every na- 
tion profefling civility and religion. Yet 
his excellency did not venture to make 
this bold ftep without ftrong recom- 
mendations from perfons of undoubted 
principles fitted to the times ; wha 
thought themfelves bound in juftice^ 
honour, and gratitude, to do the doc- 
tor a good office, in return for the care 
he had taken of their children, or of 
thofe of their friends. Yet the cata- 
ftrophe was terrible ; for the do^or, \ti 
the hcighth of liis felicity and gratitude 

going 
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gDing down to take pofleflion of his 
parifh, and furnifhed with a few led 
lermonS) whereof as it is to be fiippbf- 
ted the number was very fmall) having 
never (erved a cure in the church ^ he 
ftopt at Cork to attend on his blfhop 5 
dnd going to church on '^zfunday fdl- 
lowing, was according to the ufual ci-^ 
Vilitjr of country clergymen invited by 
the mittiikr of the pirifli to fupgly the 
pulpit. It happened to be the hrfl of 
Auguft % and the firfl xniAttgufi happen- 
td that year to light upOn a funday i 
ahd it happened that the dodor*s text 
was in thde words \ Suficient unttt the 
day is the iVfi thereof*: and laftly> it 
happened that fbme one peribn ot the 
Congregation) whofe loyalty made him 
Watchful upon every appearance of dan-' 
get to his majefty^s per(bn and gotem^ 
ment, when fervice was over, gave the 
alarm. Notice was immediately (cat 
up to town ; and by the zeal of one man 
of no iarge dimenjiom of body or mind., 
(uch a clamour was raifed, that we in 

* The firll of Auptft is theanniverTaiy c( the Hm0v*riM 
family's acccffion to the crown cfGrtat BrltUm. 

A a 2 X)ubUn 
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Duhlin could apprehehd tio lefsthanad 
inva(ion by the pretender, who muft b6 
landed in the fouth. The refult was, 
that the dodor muft be ftruck out of 
the chaplain's lift, and appear no more 
at the caftle ; yet whether he were then^^ 
or be at this day, a whig or a tory^ I 
think is a iecret ; only it is maiiifeftj 
that he is a zealous Hanoveriany at 
leaft in poetry, and a great admirer of 
the prefent royal family through all its 
branches. His friends likewife ailfert, 
that he had preached this fermbn often 
under the fame text ; that not having 
obferved the words, till he Was in the 
pulpit, and had opened his notes, as he 
is a po^n a little abftraded, he want^ 
ed prefence of mind to change them : 
and that in the whole fermon there 
was not a fyllable relating to govern-^ 
ment or party, or to die fubjed of the 
day. . . . • 

In this incident there feenis to have 
been an union of events, that will pro- 
bably never happen again to tlie end of 
the world ; or is at leaft, like the grand 
conjilndlion in the heavens ; which, I 

think, 
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tliink, they fay can arrive but once in 
twenty thoufand years. 

The fecond gentleman (if I am right 
in my chronology) who under the fuf- 
picion of a tory received fome favour 
from his exeellcney, is Mr. James Stop- 
ford\ very ftrongly recommended by 
the raoft eminent whig in England on 
t}ie account of his learning, and virtue, 
and other accomplifhrnents. He had 
pa{&d the greateft part of his youth in 
clofe ftudy, or in travelling ; and was 
either not at home, or not at leifure to 
trouble his thoughts about party ; which 
I allow to be a great omiffion, although 
I cannot honeiUy place him in the lift 
of tories : and therefore think his ex- 
cellency may be fairly acquitted for 
making him vicar of Finglafsy worth 
^bout one hundred pounds a year. 

The third is doftor Patrick Delany. 
This divine lies under fome difadvan- 
tage ; having in his youth received 
many civilities from a certain * perfon, 
then in a very high ftation here; for 

• Sir Cniflantint Pkifpsy lord chancellor ci; Irekttd, when 
i|ueen j/mu died. 
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which reafon, I doubt die do^or riev^ 
drank his confulion fince, and what 
makes the matter defperatc, it is now too 
late ; unlefs our inquifitors will be con- 
tent with drinking cmfufion to his ftte^ 
viory^ The aforefaid eminent per{bn, 
who was a judge of all merit, except 
that oi party y diftinguifhed the dodor 
among other juniors in our univerfity 
for his learning, virtue, difcretion, an4 
good (enfe. But the dodor was then in 
too good a iltuution at his college to 
hope or endeavour at a better e^ablifh-r 
ment from one, who had no power to 
give it iiim. 

Upon the prefent lord lieutenant^s 
coming over, the dodor was named to 
his excellency by 9^ friend* among othe^ 
clergy of dinindion, as perfbns whole 
chara,ders it was proper his excellency 
fhould know ; and by the truth of 
which the giver would be content to 
(land or fall in his excellency's opinion \ 
fince not one of thofe perlbns were in 
particular friend/hip with x\\t gentleman 
who gave in their names. By this, an4 

• The author. 

fomc 
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§bmp other incidents, particularly the 
|-ecommcndation of the late archbifhop 
pf Dublin^ thp do<9:or became known 
fo his excellency, whofc fatal turn of 
mfnd towards hpathenijh and outlandijh 
books and languages, finding as I con- 
peive a like difpolitioij in the dodtor, 
was the caufp oi his becoming fo do- 
pieftick, as we are told he is, at the caftle 
pf Dublin. 

Thrjje or four vearg ago ^he dog- 
tor grown weary or an academick life, 
for fome reafons beft known to the ma- 
pagers of the difcipline in that learned 
ibciety (which it may not be for their 
honour to mention) refolved to leave it j 
although, by the benefit of the pupils, 
arid his fenior fellowfhip, with all it^ 
perquifites, he received every year be- 
tween nine hundred and a thoufancj 
pounds. And a fmall northern living, 
jn the univerfity's donation, of fome- 
what better than one hundred pounds 
a year falling at the fame time with 
the chancellorfhip of Chriji-Church^ to 
^bou^ equal the value, in the gift of 
A a ^ his 
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his excellency j the doftor ventured in» 
to the world in a very fcanty condition; 
having fquandered away all his annual 
income in a manner, which, although 
perhaps proper enough for a clergyman 
without a family, will not be for the 
advantage of his chatader to difcover 
either on the exchange, or at a banker's 
{hop. 

About two months ago, his excel* 
lency gave the dodor a prebend in St. 
Patricks cathedral j which being of 
near the fame value with either of the 
two former, will add a third part to 
his revenues, after he (hall have paid 
the great incumbrances upon it : fb that 
he may now be (aid to pofiefs of church- 
preferments in fcattered tythes three 
hundred pounds a year } inftead of the 
like fum of infallible rents from a ieuior 
fellowihip, with the offices annexed ; 
befide the advantage of a free lodging, 
a great number of pupils, and (bme 
other eafements. 

But {Ince the dodor hath not in any 
of his writings, his fermons, his anions, 

his 
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his difcourfe, or his company, difcovcr* 
od one flngle principle of either whig 
or tory ; and that the lord lieutenant 
ftill continues to admit him ; I {hall 
boldly pronouncehim ONE OF US: 
but, like a XMtvr free-mafon^ who hath 
not yet learned all the dialed of the 
myftery. Neither can he juftly be ac- 
cufed of any tory dodrines ; except 
perhaps fome among thofe few, with 
which that wicked party was charged 
during the heighth of their power, but 
have been fince transferred for the moft 
folid reafonsy to the whole body of our 
firmefl friends. 

I have now done with the clergy: 
and upon the ftridefl examination have 
not been able to find above one of that 
order, againfl whom zny party fufpicion 
can lie ; I mean the unfortunate gen- 
tleman dodor Sheridan, who by meer 
chance-medl^ fhot his own fortune 
dead with a fingle text. 

As to the laity, I can hear of but one 
perfon of the tory (lamp, who flnce the 
beginning of his excellency's govern- 
ment 
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inent did ever receive any fblid mark qf 
his favour : I mean Sir Arthur Ache-. 
Jon^ reported to be an acknowledged 
tory\ and, what is almofl as bad, ^fcbo- 
lar into the bargain. It is whifpere4 
about, as a certain truth, that this gen- 
tlenuin is to have a grant of a certain 
barrack * upon his eftate within twq 
miles of his own houie; for which the 
crown is to be his tenant, at the rent of 
£xty pounds per annum ; he being only 
at the cxpence of about fiv^ hundred 
pounds to put the houie in repair, build 
ilables, and other necei&ries. I will place 
this invidious mark of beneficence qonr 
ferred on a tory in a fair light, by com- 
puting the coils and neceflary defalca- 
tions : after which it may be feen how 
much ^ys Arthur will be annually a clear 
gainer by the publick ; notwitlmanding 
his »;^r/^»a/f principles, and bis know- 
ledge in greek and latin. 



• Sec a pocni wpon this incident failed Hamihens laivn^ 
vol. vij. 
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For repairs, ftc. 500/. the in- > 
tcreft whereof ^«rtf»». A 

For all manner of poultry to"] 
furniOi the troopers, butj 

. which the laid troopers muft^ 500 
be at the labour of catch- 1 
ing, valued per apn, j 

For draggling (hcep -t- 800 

for ^une deftroyed five miles/ , 
round — — — -^-J 



o o 



49 o o 

llent paid to Sir Arthur r- 60 o o 
Dedud: ~ — — 49 o o 

Remains clear — ~ 1 1 o o 

Thus if Sir Arthur Achefm ihall have 
the good fortune to obtain a grant of 
tliis barrack, he will receive net profit 
annually from the crown ELEVEN 
pounds fierling to help him in enter- 
taining the officers, and making provi- 
fions for his younger children. 

It is true, there is another advantage 
to be expeded, which may fully com- 
penfate the lofs of cattle and poultry ; 

by 
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by mult^lyins the breed of mankind, 
and particukriy that c£ good protefiants^ 
in a part of the Ipngdom half depopu-» 
lated by the wild huniour among the 
farmers there of leaving their countm 
But I am not fo ikilful in arithmetick, 
as to compute the value. 

I have reckoned one per cent, below 
the legal interefl for the money that ^ 
Arthur muft expend ; and valu^ the 
damage in the other articles very mo- 
derately. However, I am confident he 
may with good management be z.faver 
at leafl; which is a prodigious injiance 
of moderation in our fiiends towards a 
pro^^d tory\ whatever merit he may 
pretend by the unwillingnefs he ham 
(hewn to make his excdlency uneafy in 
his adminiflration. 

Thus I have, with the utmofl impar- 
tiality,, colleded every fingle fevour (fur- 
ther than perfbnal civilities) conferred 
by his excellency on tories^ and reputed 
tories^ fince his firlt arrival hither to 
this 30th day of Aprils in the year of 
our Lord 1730, giving all allowancp 

poflibl^ 
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poflible to the arguments on the other 
fide o^ the quemon : and the account 
will ilarid thus : 

Difpofed of preferments and employ- 
ments to toriei, or reputed toriesy by his 
excellency John lord Carterety lord lieu- 
tenant of Ireland^ in about the fpace of 
fix years 1 

To dodoi* *thwtai Sheridan A 

in a redoiy near KinfaleXibb 6 o 

fer annum J 

To Sir Arthuf Achefon. ba-l 

^ ' > II o o 



ronet, a barrack, per ann. 



Ill o o 



Give me leave now to compute in 
grofs the value of the favours done by 
his excellency to the true friends, of their 
king and country, and of the protefiant 
reiiguM* 

It is to be remembered, that, although, 
his excellenqr cannot be properly &id 
to beftow biinopricks, commands in the 
army, the place of a judge, or commif 
(loner in the revenue, and ibme others; 

yet 
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Jrct they are fot the moft part difpofed 
upon his recommendation, except where 
the prfons are immediately fent frohl 
England by their intercft at court ; for 
Which I have allowed great dedications 
in the following accouhts. Arid it is re-^ 
ittarkaUej that the only confiderable fta- 
tidii conferred ort a tory flnce his pre- 
ient excellency's government wail of this 
latter kind* 

And indeed it is but too ndtoridui^ 
that in a neighbouring nation (where 
this dangerous denomination of men is 
incomparably more numerous, more 
powerful, and of confequence more for- 
midable) real tories can often with much 
iefs difficulty obtain very high &vours 
from the government, than their ftputed 
brethren can arrive to the loweft in oUn. 
I obferve this widi all poffible iubmii^ 
fion tothewifdom of their policy j which 
however will not, I believe, dilute the 
praife of vigilance with ours. 



WHIG 
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WHIG account. 
To perfoiis promoted to-j 

biftiopricks, or remov- 1 . . 

ed to more beneficial! ' ^ 

ones, computed psr an. J 
^o civil employments 9630 o o 

To military commands 8436 o o 

227,516 o o 

TORY account. 
To tories ~— — ^ -^ i%i O o 

feallance — — ~- 27J405 6 

I ihall conclude with this obfaTation^ 
thatj as I think, the toriiss have fufii^ 
tient reafon to ht fuily fatisfied with thci 
(hare of trujl^ power-y and empliiyments^ 
Ivhich they poflefs under the Itnity oi 
the prcfent government ; fbj I do not 
find how his excellency can be juftly 
cenfoted for favouring none but /ngh- 
chttrc/jf high-fly ersy termaganUy laudiflsi 
facheverelliansy tip-top-galltiH-Men,jaco^ 
bites y tanlivysy anti-hanoveriansy friends 
to popery and the pretender and to ar- 
^trary pffwery difobligers of England^ 

breakers 
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Breakers of DEPENDENCY, infiamen 
of quarrels between the two nations^ pub^ 
lick incendiaries^ enemies to the king and 
kingdoms^ haters of TRUE protefiants^ 
laurel-men^ anniftsy complainers of the 
ftations poverty y ormondiansy iconoclajlsj 
anti-glorious-memoriftsy anti-revolution^ 
ers, white-rofaliflsy tenth-a-junianSy and 
the like, when by a fair ftatc of the ac- 
count the ballance, I conceive, feems to 
lie on the other fide. 



CON- 




CONSIDERATIONS 

U P ON TWO 

BILLS 

Sent down from the Right Honourable 
the Houfe of Lords to the Honour- 
able the Houfe of Commons in Ire" 
laitd relating to the Clergy. , 

Written in the Year 173 1. 

I Have often for above a month paft 
defired feme few clergymen, who are 
pleafed to vifit me, that they would pro- 
cure an extraft of two bills brought in- 
to the council by. fbme of the bifliops, 
and both of them fince pafled in the 
houfe of lords: but I could never obtain 
what I defired, whether by the forget- 
fulncfs or negligence of thofe whom I 
employed, or the difficulty of the thing 
itfelf. Therefore, if I fhall happen to 
miflake in any faft of confequence, I de- 
fire my remarks upon it may pafs for 
nothing; for my information is no bet- 
ter, than what I received in words from 
feveral divines, who feemed to agree with 
B b each 
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each other. I have not the honour to 
be acquainted with any one fingle pre- 
late of the kingdom ; and am a ftran^ 
to their charaBerSy further than as com- 
mon feme reports them, which is not to 
be depended on : therefore I cannot be 
fuppoJed to a<ft upon a principle of re- 
fentment. I cftcem their fiindions (if I 
may be allowed to fey fo without of- 
fence) as truly apojiolicaly and abfolutely 
neceffary to the perfe<9:ion of a cbrifiian 
tburch, 

. There are no qualities more incident 
to the frailty and corruptions of hu- 
man kind, than an indifference or in- 
{enfibility for other men's fufferings, and 
a flidden forgetfulnefs of their own for- 
mer humble ftate, when they rife in the 
world. Thefe two difpofitions have not, 
I think, any where fo ftrongly exerted 
themfelvcs, as in the order of bifliops 
with regard to the inferior clergy ; for 
which I can find no reafons, but fuch as 
naturally fhould fccm to operate a quite 
contrary way. The maintenance of the 
clergy throughout the kingdom is pre- 
carious and uncertain, coUcdted from a 

moft 
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XiDoft miferable race of beggarly farm- 
ers; at whofc mercy every minijier lies 
to be defrauded. His office as reSicff'y 
or vkar^ if it be duly executed, is 
very laborious. As fbon as he is pro- 
moted to a bijhoprick^ the fcene is en- 
tirely and happily changed ; his reve- 
nues are large, and as furely paid as thofe 
of the hing ; his whole buj&ncfs is once 
a year to receive the attendance, the fub- 
miillon, and the proxy-money of all his 
clergy, in whatever part of the diocefe 
he (hall pleafe to think moA convenient 
for himfelf. Neither is his perfonal pre- 
ieiice necefiary, for the buHnels may be 
dcoie by a vicar-generaL The fatigue of 
ordination is jufi: what the bifhops pleafe 
to make it ; and as matters have been 
for fome time, and may probably re- 
main, the fewer ordinations the better. 
The refl of their viflble office confifls in 
the honour of attending parliaments and 
councils, and beflowing preferments in 
their own gift j in which lafl employ^- 
ment, and in their fpiritual and tempo- 
ral courts, the labour falls to their wc^^rj- 
geaeral^fecretariesy proSiors^ apparitors^ 
B b 2 fenefchals, 
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femfcbah, and the like. Now, I fey, in fo 
quick a change, whereby their brethren 
in a few days are become their fubjeds, 
it would be reafonable at leaft to hope 
that the labour, confinement, and fub- 
jedion, from which they have fo late- 
ly efoaped, like a bird out of the fnart 
of the fowler, might a little incline them 
to remember the condition of thofe who 
were but laft week their equals, proba- 
bly their companions or their friends, 
and poffibly as realbnable expedants. 
There is a known llory of colonel 7«/- 
comb^ who, while he continued a fub- 
altern officer, was every day complain- 
ing againfl the pride, oppreffion, and 
hard treatment of colonels towards their 
officers 5 yet in a very few minutes after 
he had received his conmiiifion for a re- 
giment, walking with a friend on the 
wall, he confefled that the fpirit of co- 
lonelfhip was coming faft upon him, 
which fpirit is faid to have daily increal^ 
ed to the hour of his death. 

It is true, the clergy of this kingdom, 
who are promoted to bifhopricksy have 
alvyays fome great advantages ; either 

that 
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that of rich deaneries, opulent and mul- 
tiplied redories and dignities, ftrong 
alliances by birth or marriage, fortified 
by a fuperlative degree of zeal and loy- 
alty: but however, they were all at 
firft no more than young beginners ; 
and before their great promotion were 
known by their plain chriflian names 
among their old companions, the mid- 
dling rate of clergymen ; nor could 
therefore be ftrangers to their condi- 
tion, or with any good grace forget it 
fo foon, as it hath too often happened. 
I confels, I do not remember to have 
obferv'd any body of men ading with 
{o little concert, as our clergy have 
done in a point, where their opinions 
appeared to be unanimous : a point 
wherein their whole temporal fupport 
was concerned, as well as their power 
of ferving God and his church in their 
fpiritual fundions. This hath been im- 
puted to their fear of difobliging, or 
hopes of furtlier favours upon compli- 
ance ; becaufe it was obferved, that 
fbme who appeared at firft with the 
greateft zeal, thought fit fuddenly to 

B b 3 abfent 
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abfent themfelves from the ufual meet- 
ings : yet we know, what expert fclicitcrs 
the quakers^ the dijfenters^ and even the 
fapijis have fometimes found to drive 
a point of advantage, or prevent an im- 
pending evil. 

I have not feen any extrad from the 
two bills introduced by the bifliops into 
the privy council ; where the clergy, 
upon fbme failure in favour, or throu^ 
the timoroufnefs of many among thtir 
brethren, were refufed to be heard by 
the council. It feems, thefe bills were 
both returned, agreed to by the king 
and council in Englandy and the haufi 
of lords hath with ^rcat ejqjedition pat- 
fed them both ; and it is faid, they are 
immediately to be fent down to the cottt" 
mons for their confent. 

Tlie particulars, as they have been 
imperfedly reported to me, are as fol- 
low : 

By one of the bills, the bifliops have 
power to oblige the country clergy to 
build a maniion-houfe upon whatever 
part of their glebes tlicir lordfhips fhall 
command ; tmd if the living be above 

50/. 
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50 /. a year, the minifter is bound to 
build after three years a houfe that fhall 
coft one year and a halPs rent of his 
income. For inftance, if a clergyman 
with a wife and feven children gets a 
living of 55 /. per annunty he muft after 
three years build a houfe that fhall cofl 
77/. I ox. and mufl fupport his fe- 
mily, during the time the bifhop fhall 
appoint for the building of it, with the 
remainder. But if the living be under 
50 /. a year, the minifler fhall be allow- 
ed 100 /. out of the firft fruits. 

But there is faid to be one circum- 
(lance a little extraordinary ; that if 
there be a lingle fpot in the glebe more 
barren, more marfhy, more expofed to 
the winds, more diftant from the church 
or fkcleton of a church, or from any 
convcnicncy of building ; the re<9:or, or 
vicar may be obliged by the caprice, or 
pique ol^ the bifhop, to build, under 
pain of fcqueflration (an office, which 
ever falls into the moft knavifh hands) 
upon whatever point his lordJJnp fhall 
command ; although the farmere have 
fjpt paid one quarter of his dues. 

J3b^ \ 
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I believe, under the prefent diftreflcs 
• of the kingdon (which inevitably with- 
out a miracle muft increafe for ever) 
there are not ten country clergymen 
in Ireland^ reputed to poffefs a parifh 
of I GO /. per annumy who for fome 
years paft have adually received 60/. 
and that with the utmoft difficulty and 
vexation. I am therefore at a lofs, what 
kind of valuators the bijbops will make 
ufe of ; and whether the ftarving vicar 
fhall be forced to build his houfe with 
the money he never received. 

The other bill, which paffed in two 
days after the former, is faid to concern 
the divifion of parifhes into as many 
parcels as the bijhop fhall think fit, on- 
ly leaving 300 /. a year to the mother 
church; which 300/. by another aSi 
pafTed fome ydars ago they can divide 
likewife, and crumble as low as their 
will and pleafure will difpofe them. So, 
that inftead of fix hundred clergymen, 
which, I think, is the ufual computa- 
tion, we may have in a (mall compafs of 
years almoft as many thoufands to live 
with decency and comfort, provide for 

their 
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their children, be charitable to the poor, 
and maintain hofpitality. 

But it is very reafonable to hope, and 
heartily to be wifhed by all thofe, who 
have the lead regard to our holy reli- 
^on as hitherto eftablifhed, or to a 
learned pious diligent converfablec/<?r^- 
man, or even to common humanity, that 
the honourable houfe of commons will, in 
their great wifdom juftice and tender- 
nefs to innocent men, confider thefe 
bills in another light. It is faid, they 
well know this kingdom not to be fb 
over-ftocked with neighbouring gentry, 
but a difcreet learned clergyman^ with 
a competency fit for one of his educa- 
tion, may be an entertaining, a ufeful, 
and fometimes a neceflary companion. 
That, although fuch a clergyman may 
not be able conftandy to find beef and 
wine for his own family, yet he may be 
allowed fometimes to afford both to a 
neighbour without diflrefling himfelf ; 
and the rather, becaufe he may expedl 
at leafl as good a return. It will pro- 
bably be confidered, that in many de- 
iblate parts there may not be always a 

fufHcient 
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fufficicnt number of perfons coniider- 
able enough to be tnifted with commf- 
fions of the peace, which fcveral of the 
clergynow fupply much better, than a lit- 
tle, hedge, contemptible, illiterate wear 
from twenty to fifty pounds a year, the 
Ion of a weaver, pedlary t ay lor, or tniller, 
can be prefumed to do. 

The landlords and farmers by this 
fcheme can find no profit, but wUl cer- 
tainly be lofers. For inftance, if the 
large northern livings be fplit into a 
dozen parifhes or more, it will be very 
neceffary for the little threadbare ^oicw- 
man, with his wife, his prodor, and e- 
very child who can crawl, to watch the 
fields at harveft time for fear of lofing 
a fingle fheaf, which he could not af- 
ford under peril of a day's ftarving : for, 
according to the Scotch proverb, a hun- 
gry loufe bites fore. This would of ne- 
ceflity breed an infinite number of 
wrangles and litigious fuits in the Ipiri- 
tual courts ; and put the wretched paf- 
tor at perpetual variance with his whole 
parifh. But, as they have hitherto flood, 
a clergyman cftablifhcd in a competent 

living 
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living is not under the neceflity of be- 
ing fo fharp, vigilant, and exaAing. 
Oh the contrary, it is well kiiown and 
allowed, that the clergy round the king- 
dom think themfelves well treated, if 
they lofe only one fingle third of their 
legal demands. 

The honourable houfe may perhaps 
be inclined to conceive, that my lords 
the Mfhops enjoy as ample a power both 
ipiritual and temporal, as wUl fully fuf- 
nce to anfvver every branch of their 
office ; that they want no laws to re- 
gulate the condu<3: of thofe clergymen, 
6ver whom they prefide ; that, if non- 
rcfidence be a grievance, it is the pa- 
tron's fault, who makes not a better 
choice, or caufed the plurality. That, 
if the general impartial charafter of per- 
fons chofen into the church had been 
more regarded, and the motive oi par- 
ty y alliance y kindred y flatter ers, ill-judg- 
ment y or perfonal favour regarded lefs, 
there would be fewer complaints of non- 
refidence, want of care, blameable be- 
haviour, or any other part of mifcoh- 

dud ; 
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du6t ; not to mention ignorance and /fu- 
pidity. 

I could name certain gentlemen of 
the^^w», whofe aukward, fpruce, prim, 
fheering, and fmirking coimtenances, 
the very tone of their voices, and an 
ungainly ftrut in their walk, without 
one fingle talent for any one office, have 
contrived to get good preferment by 
the mere force oi flattery and cringing: 
for which two virtues (the only two vir- 
tues they pretend to) they were, how- 
ever, utterly unqualified : and whom, 
if I were in power, although they were 
my nephewsy or had married my nieces^ 
I could never in point of good conici- 
ence or honour have recommended to 
a curacy in Connaught. 

The honourable houfe of commom may 
Hkewife perhaps connder, that the gen- 
try of this kingdom differ from all o- 
thers upon earth, being lefs capable of 
employments in their own country, than 
any others who come from abroad ; and, 
that moft of them have little* expeAa- 
tion of providing for their younger 

children 
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children otherwile than by the church, 
in which there might be ^me hopes of 
getting a tolerable maintenance. For af- 
ter the patrons fhould have fettled their 
JonSy their nephews^ their nieces^ their 
dependent 5 y and xkssLVc foll(ywers invited 
over from the other nde, there would 
ftill remain an overplus of fmaller 
church preferments to be given to fuch 
clergy of the nation, who fhall have 
their quantum of whatever merit may 
be then in fafhion. But by theie bills 
they will be all as ablblutely excluded, 
as if they had pafled under the deno- 
mination of tones ; unlefs they can be 
contented at the utmoft with 50/. a 
year ; which by the difficulties of col- 
leding tythes in Ireland^ and the daily 
increafing miferies of the people, will 
hardly rife to half that fum. 

It is obferved, that the divines fent 
over hither to govern this church have 
not feemed to confider the difference 
between both kingdoms with refpedl to 
the inferior clergy. As to themfelves in- 
deed, they find a large revenue in lands 
let at one quarter value, which confe- 

quently " 
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quently muft be paid while there is a 
penny left among us; and the publick 
diflrefs fo little a&ds their interefts, that 
their fines are now higher than ever : 
they content themfelves to fuppofe, that 
whatever a parifh is faid to be worth, 
comes all into the parfons pocket. 

The poverty of great numbers among 
the clergy of England hath been the 
continual complaint of all men, whowifii 
well to the church, and many icheines 
have been thought on to redrefs it ; yet 
an Englijb vicar of 40/. a year lives 
much more comfortably than one of 
double the value in Ireland. His farm- 
ers, generally fpeaking, are able and 
willing to pay him his full dues : he hath 
a decent church of ancient {landing, fill- 
ed every lord's day with a large c<mi- 
gregation of plain people, well clad, aAd 
behaving themfelves as if they believed 
in God and Christ, He hath a houfe 
and barn in repair, a field or two to 
graze his cows, with a garden «ii4 <^-* 
chard. No gueft y — ^(Sts more irum \\\x^ 
than a pot ' |U|i'es like an ho> 

nefl plaiF ■ wiic is dreiTe 
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but little better than goody. He is fbme- 
times gracioully invited by the 'fquire, 
where he fits at an humble diftance: if 
he gets the love of his people, they often 
make him little ufeful prefents : he is 
happy by being born to no higher ex- 
pedition J for he is ufually the fon of 
(bme ordinary tradefman, or middling 
farmer. His learning is much of a fize 
with his birth and education ; no more 
of either, than what a poor hungry y^r- 
viior can be expe(9:ed to bring with him 
from his college. It would be tedious to 
fhew the reverfe of all this in our diflant 
poorer parifhes through moft parts of 
Ireland^ wherein every reader may make 
the comparifon. 

Laftly, xht honourable houfe of commons 
may confider, whether the fcheme of 
multiplying beggarly clergymen through 
the whole kingdom, who muft all have 
votes for chooling parliament men (pro- 
vided they can prove their freeholds to 
be worth 40 j. fer annum, ultra repri- 
fasj may not, by their numbers, have 
great influence upon eleEiions\ being en- 
tirely under the dependence of their bi- 

JJjops. 
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pops. For by a mediate computatioa 
after all the divifions and fubdivifions 
of pariflies, that my lords the bijbops have 
power to make by their new laws, there 
will, as foon as the prefent fet of clergy 
goes off, be raifed an army of ecchfiafti- 
cal militants able enough for any lund 
of fervice, except that of the altar. 

I am indeed in fome concern about 
a fund for building a thoufand or two 
churches, wherein thefe probationers may 
read their wall leElures \ and begin to 
doubt they muft be contented with barm ; 
which barns will be one great advancing 
ftep towards an accommodation with 
our true proteflant brethren^ the dip- 
/enters. 

The fcheme of encouraging clergy- 
men to build houles by dividing a liv- 
ing of 500 /. a year into ten parts is a 
contrivance, the meaning whereof hath 
got on the wrong fide of my compre- 
henfion ; unlefs it may be argued, that 
bijijops build no houles, becaufe they are 
fo rich ; and therefore the inferior clergy 
will certainly build, if j-ou reduce them 
to beggary. But I knew a very rich 

man 
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man of quality in England^ who could 
never be perTuaded to keep a fervant 
out of livery j becaiife fiich fervants 
would be expenfive, and apt in time to 
look like gentlemen j whereas the others 
were ready to fubmit to the baieft of- 
fices, and at a cheaper pennyworth 
might increafe his retinue. 

I hear, it is the opinion of many wife 
men, that before thefe bills pafs both 
hou^, they fhould be fent back to 
England with the following claufes in- 
ferted. 

Firft, that whereas there may be a- 
bout a dozen double bijhoprich in Ire- 
landy thofe bijhopricks fhould be fplit 
and given to different perfbns ; and 
thofe of a fingle denomination be alfo 
divided into two, three, or four parts, 
as occafion fhall require ; otherwife 
there may be a queftion ftarted, whe- 
ther twenty-two prelates can effedually 
extend their paternal care, and unlimit- 
ed power, for the protedion and cor- 
Tcdion of fo great a number of fpiri- 
tual fubjeSis, But this propoM will 
with fuch furious objedionf, that 
Cc IfliaU 
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I fhall not infift upon it : for I well 
remembsr to have read, what a terri- 
ble fright the frogs were in upon a re- 
port, that the fun was going to marry. 

Another claufe fliould be, that none 
of thefe twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty 
pounders may be fufFered to marry un- 
der the penalty of immediate depriva- 
tion ; their marriages declared ««//, and 
their children baftards : for fome de- 
fponding people take the kingdom ^ 
be in no condition of encouraging (o 
numerous a breed of beggars. 

A third claufe will be neceffary, that 
thcfe humble gentry fhould be abfi>- 
lutely difquatified from giving votes in 
eleSiions for parliame7it men. 

Others add a fourth ; which is a 
claufe of indulgence, that thefe reduce^ 
divines, may be permitted to foUow any 
lawful ways of living, which will not 
call them too often or too far from 
their fpiritual ofHces : (for, unlefs I 
jnifapprchend, they are fiippofed to 
have epiJcQpal ordifiation.) For exam- 
ple ; they may be lappers of linen, bay- 
liffs of the manor j they may let blood, 

or 
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or apply plaiAers for three miles round : 
they may get a dirpenfation to hold the 
clerkjhip and fextonjhip of their own 
porifh m commendam. Their wives and 
daughters may make fhirtsfor the neigh- 
bourhood; or, ii z. barrack be near, for 
xhcfoldiers : in linen countries they may 
card and fpifiy and keep a few looms 
in the houfe ; they may let lodgings, 
and ^11 a pot of ale without doors, but 
not at home, unlefs to fobcr company, 
and at regular hours. It is by fome 
thought a little hard, that in an affair 
of the laft confequence to tl\e very be- 
ing of the clergy in the points of li- 
berty and property, as well as in their 
abilities to perform their duty, this 
whole reverend body, who are the efta- 
blifhed inArudors of the nation in chri- 
i|ianity and moral virtues, and are the 
only perfons concerned, ftiould be the 
ible perfons not confulted. Let any 
icholar (hew the like precedent in Chri- 
fiendom for twelve hundred years paft. 
An aft of parliament for fettling or 
ieUing an eftatc in a private family is 
never paiTed, until all parties give con- 
C c 2 fent. 
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fent. But in the prefent cafe the whole 
body of the clergy is, as themfelves ap- 
prehend, determined to utter ruin with- 
out once expedting or afking their 
opinion ; and this by a fcheme contriv- 
ed only by one part of the corrooca- 
tioriy while thfe other part which hath 
been chofen in the ufual forms, wants 
only the regal permiffion to ademble, 
and confult about the affairs of the 
church, as their prcdeceflbrs have al- 
ways done in former ages : where it is 
prefumed,- the Icrwer houfe hath a pow- 
er of propoling canons and a negative 
voice, as well as the upper. And 
God forbid (fay thefe objeAors) that 
there fhould be a real feparate intereft 
between the biihops and clergy, any 
more than there is between a man and 
his wife, a king and his people, or 
Christ and his church. 

It feems there is a provifion in the 
bill, that no parifh Ihall be cut into 
fcraps without the confent of feveral 
perfbns, who can be no fufferers in the 
matter ; but I cannot find that the 
cle7'iy lay much weight on this cau- 
tion ; 
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tion ; becaufe they argue, that the very 
perfons from whom thefe bills took 
their rife, will have the gr^ateft fhare 
in the decifion. 

I do not by any means conceive the 
ciying fin ot the clergy in this king- 
dom to be that of non-refidence. 1 4ra 
iiire, it is many degrees lefs fb here than 
va.' England'^ unlefs the pofleffion of 
pluralities may pafs under that name ; 
and if this be a fault, it is well knowii 
to whom it muft be imputed : I believe, 
upon a fair enquiry (and I hear an en- 
quiry is to be made) they will appear 
to be moft pardonably few ; efpecially, 
confidering how many pariihes have 
not an inch of glebe^ and how difficult 
it is upon any reafonable terras to find 
a place of habitation. And therefore, 
God knows whether my lords the bi- 
Jhops will be foon d^le to convince the 
clergy^ or thofe who have any regard for 
that venerable body, that the chief mo- 
tive in their lordjhips minds by procur- 
ing thefe bills was to prevent the fin of 
non-rejideme ; while the univerfal opi- 
C c 3 " nion 
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nion of almoft every clergyman in the 
kingdom, without diftindion of party, 
taking in even thofe who are not like- 
ly to be fufferers, ftandsxlire<9:ly againil 
them. 

If fome livings in the north may be 
juftly thought too large a compais of 
land, which makes it inconvenient for 
the remoteft inhabitants to attend the 
fervice of the church, which in fbme 
inftances may be true, no rcafonabie 
clergyman would oppofe a proper re- 
medy by particular ads of parliament. 

Thus for inftance the deanty of 
DoTn, a country deanry I think with- 
out a cathedral, depending wholly up- 
on an union of parishes joined together 
in a time, when the land lay wafte and 
thinly inhabited ; fince thofe circum- 
ftances are fo prodigiously changed for 
the better, may properly be leflened, 
leaving a decent competency to the 
dean^ and placing reSiories in the re- 
maining churches, which are now ferv- 
ed only by ftipendiary curates. 

Tlie cafe may be probably the fame 

in 
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in other parts : and fuch.a proceeding 
difcreetly managed would be truly for 
the good of the church. 

For it is to be obferved, that the 
dean and chapter lands, which in Eng- 
land were all feized under tHfe fanatick 
ufurpation, are things unknown in Ire- 
land^ having been long ravilhed from 
the church by a fucceilion of confu- 
iions, and tythes applied in their ftead 
to fupport that ecclefiaftical dignity. 

The late * archbijhop of Dublin had 
a very different way of encourging the 
tkrgy of his diocefe to residence : when 
a leafe had run out feven years or piore, 
he ftipulated with the tenant to refign 
oip twenty or thirty acres to the mini- 
fter of the parifli where it lay conve- 
nient, without leffening his former 
rent ; and with no great abatement of 
the fine ; and this he did in the parts 
near Dublin^ where land is at the high- 
eft rates^ leaving a fmall chiefry for 
the minifter to pay, hardly a fixth part 
of the value. I doubt not, that almoft 
every bijhop in the kingdom may do 

* Th« right revcrcnj Dr. William King. 

C c 4 the 
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the fame generous ad: with lefs da- 
mage to their fees, than his \aXe grace of 
l}ublin ; much of whofe lands were 
out in fee-farms, or leafes for lives ; 
and I am ibrry that the gopd example 
of fuch 2i prelate hath not been followed. 

But a great majority of the clergy s 
friends cannot hitherto reconcile them- 
felves to this projed ; which they call a 
levelling principle^ that muft inevitably 
root out the feeds of all honeft emulation, 
the legal parent of the greateft virtue and 
moft generous adions among men ; but 
which in the general opinion (for I do 
not pretend to offer my own) will never 
more have room to exert itfclf in the 
breaft of any clergyman, whom this 
kingdom ihall produce. 

But, whether the confequences of 
thefe bills may, by the virtues and frail- 
ties of future hijhops lent over hither to 
rule the church, terminate in good or 
evil, I fhall not prefume to determine, 
fince God can work the former out of 
the latter. However, one thing I can 
venture to affert ; that from the earlieft 
ages of chriftianity to the minute I am 
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now writing, there never was a prece- 
dent of fuch a proceeding, much lefs 
was it to be feared, hoped, or appre- 
hended from fuch hands in any chriftian 
country ; and fo it may pafs for more 
than a phoenix \ becaufe it hath rifen 
without any affiftance from the ajhes of 
its^r^. 

The appearance of fb many diffen- 
tars at the hearing of this caufe is what, 
I am told, hath not been charged to 
the account of their prudence or mo- 
deration ; becaufe that adion hath been 
cenfured as a mark of triumph and in- 
fult before the wHory is complete: fince 
neither of thefe bills hath yet pailed 
the houfe of commons^ and fbme are 
pleafed to think, it not impoflible that 
they may be * rejcded. Neither do I 
hear, that there is an enading claufe in 
cither of the bills to apply any part of 
the divided or fub -divided tythes to- 
wards encreafing the ftipends of the 
JeEiaries. So that thefe gentlemen feem 
to be gratified like him, who after hav- 
ing 

• They were rejcftcd in the h:ufe of cormnom by a great 
majority. 
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ing been kicked down flairs took cam- 
fort, when he faw his friend kicked 
down after him. 

I have heard many more objedions 
againfl feveral particulars of both thefe 
bills ; but they are of high a nature, 
and carry flich dreadful innuendoes^ that 
I dare not mention them, refblving to 
give no offence, becaufe I well know 
how obnoxious I have long been (al- 
though I conceive without any fault of 
my own) to the zeal and principles of 
thofe, wlio place all difference in opi- 
nion concerning publick matters to the 
IcoTe of difaffeffion ; whereof I am at 
leafl as innocent as the loudefl of my 
detraStors, 

Dublin^ Feb. 24/^, 
1731-2. ♦ 
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F O R AN 

ACT OF PARLIAMfeNt 

To pay off th t)EBT of the Nation^ 
without 'faxing the Subjeft; 

By which the Number of landed Gentry 
and fuhfiantial Farmers will he con* 
fiderably increafed, and no Perfon 
will be the poorer y or contribute one 
Farthing to the Charge. * 

Written in the Year 1732. 

THE debts contraded fome years 
paft for the fervice and fafety of 
die nation are grown (o great, that under 
our prefent diftrefled condition by the 
want of trade, the great remittances to 
pay ab/entees, regiments fcrving abroad, 
and many other drains of money well 
enough known and felt, the kingdom 
feems altogether unable to difchai^e 

• The reader will perceive the following treatifi: to be 
altogedier ironical. 

them 
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them by the common methods of pay- 
ment : and either a poll or land tax 
would be too odious to think of, Spe- 
cially the latter J becaufe the lands, 
which have been let for thefe ten or 
dozen years paft, were raifed fo high, 
that the owner can at prefent hardly 
receive any rent at all. For it is the 
ufual practice of an Irijh tenant, rather 
than want land, to offer more for a farm 
than he knows he can be ever able to 
pay; and in that cafe he grows dcfperat^ 
and pays nothing at all. So that a land 
tax upon a rack'd eftate would be a bur- 
then wholly infupportable. 

The queftion will then be, how thefe 
national debts can be paid ; and how I 
can make good the feveral particulars 
of my propofal; which I fhall now lay 
open to the publick. 

The revenues of their graces and lord- 
fhips the archbifliops and biftiops of this 
kingdom (excluding the fines) do a- 
mount by a moderate computation to 
36,800/. per ann. I mean the rents, 
which the biftiops receive from their 
tenants. But the real value of thofe 

lands 
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lands at a full rent, taking the fcveral 
fees one with another, is reckoned' to be 
at leaft three fourths more ; fo that, 
multiplying 36,800 /. by 4, the full 
rent of all the bifhops lands Will amount 
to 147,200 /. per ann, from which fiib- 
ftrading the prefent rent received by 
their lordfhips, that is 36,800/. the 
profits of the lands received by the firft 
and fecond tenants, (who both have 
great bargains) will riie to the fum of 
110,400/. per ann: which lands, if 
they were to be fold at twenty-two 
■years purchale, would raife a fum of 
2,428,800 /. referving to the bifhops 
their prefent rents, only excludii^ fines. 

Of this fum I propofe that out of the 
one half, which amoimts.to 1,214,400/. 
fo much be applied, as will intirely dif- 
charge the debts of the nation; and 
the remainder be laid up in the trea- 
fury to fupply contingencies, as well as 
to difcharge fome of our heavy taxes, 
until the kingdom fhall be in a better 
condition. 

But, whereas the prefent fet of bi- 
fhops would be great lofers by this 

fchemc 
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&heme for want of their fines; which 
would be hard treatment to fuch r^ 
giouSy Iqyal^ and deferving perfonages ; 
\ have therefore fet apart the othef Iwdf 
to fupply that defed, which.it will more 
than fufficjently do, 

A bi{hop's leafe for the full term is 
reckoned to be worth eleven years pur- 
. ehaie; but if we take the bifhops round, 
I fuppofe there may be four years of 
each leafe elapfed ; and many of the 
bifhops being well Aiicken in years, I 
cannot think their lives round to ht 
worth more thgn feven years purchafe; 
lb that the purchafers may very well 
afford £fteen years purchafe for the re- 
verfion, efpecially by one ^eat addi- 
tional advantage, which 1 (hall fboa 
mention. 

This liim of 2,428,800 /. muft like- 
wife be funk very confidierably ; becauie 
the lands are to be fold only at fifteen 
years purchafe, and this leffens the fum 
to about 1,656,000 /. of which I pro- 
pofe twelve hundred thoufand pounds 
to be applied pardy for the payment of 
the national debt, and partly as a fund 

for 
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ftw* future exigences ; and the remain- 
ing 456,000 /. I propofe as a fund for 
paying the prefent let of bifhops their 
£ines; which it will abundantly do, and 

2, great part remain as an addition tQ> 
the pubUck ilpck. 

Although the bifhops round do not 
in reality receive three fines a-pi?ce, 
which take up 2 1 years, yet I allow it; 
to be fo ; but then I will fuppofe then^ 
to take but one year's rent in recom« 
pence of giving them fb large a term of 
life; and thus multiplying 36,800 by 

3, the produ(ft will be only 110,409/. 
{0 that above three fourths will remain 
to be applied to publick ufe. 

If I have made wrong computatiQns, 
I hope to be excufed as a Granger to 
the kingdom ; which I never iaw till 
I was called to an employment, and yet . 
where I intend to pafs the reft of my 
days; but I took care to get the beft 
Informations I could, and firom the moil 
proper perlbns; however the miftakes 
I ma,y have been guilty of will very little 
affed the main of my propo:&l; al- 
though they fhould caufe a differ^pce 

- of 
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of on^ hundred thoufand pounds more 
or lefs. 

Thcfe fines are only to be paid to the 
bifliop during his incumbency in the 
fame fee : if he change it for a better, 
the purchafers of the vacant fee lands 
are to come immediately into poffeflion 
of the fee he hath left ; and both the 
bifhop who is removed, and he who 
comes into his place, are to have no 
more fines ; for 'the removed bifhop will 
find his account by a larger revenue; 
and the other fee will find candidates 
enough. For the law maxim will here 
have place : caveat emptor ; I mean, 
the perfbns who fucceed may chufe 
whether they will accept or no. 

As to the purchafers, they will pro- 
bably be tenants to the fee, who are al- . 
ready in poffeflion, and can afford to 
give more than any other bidder. 

I will further explain my felf. If 
a perfon already a bifhop be removed 
into a richer fee, he muft be content 
with the bare revenues without any 
fines ; and fo muft he, who comes into 
a bifhoprick vacant bv death : and this 

wiU 




THE NATIONAL DEBTS. 401 

will bring the matter fooner to bear; 
-which, if the crown fliall think fit 
to countenance, will foon change the 
prefentfetof bifliops; and confequently 
encourage purchafers of their lands. 
For example : if a primate iliould die, 
and the gradation be wifely made, al- 
moft the whole fet of bifhops might be 
changed in a month, each to his great 
advantage, although no fines were to 
be got ; and thereby fave a great part 
of that fum, which I have appropriated 
towards fupplying the deficiency of 
fines. 

I have valued the bifhops lands two 
years purchafe above the ufual computed 
rate, becaufe thofe lands will have a 
fandion from the king and council in 
England^ and be confirmed by an zQl 
of parliament here : befides, it is well 
known, that higher prices are given 
every day for worfe lands, at the re- 
motefl diflances, and at rack-rents, 
which I take to be occafioned by want 
of trade : when there are few borrow- 
ers, and the little money in private 
bands lying dead, there is no other way 
D d to 
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to difpofe of it, but in buying of land ; 
which corifequently makes the owners 
hold it fo high. 

Befides paying the nation's debts, the 
fale of thefe lands would have many 
other good effects upon the nation. It 
will confiderably increafe the number of 
gentry, where the bifhops tenants arc 
not able or willing to purchafe ; for the 
lands will afford an hundred gentlemen 
a good revenue to each : feveral per- 
sons from England w\]\ probably be glad 
to come over hither, and be the buyers, 
rather than give thirty years purchafe 
at home under the loads of taxes for the 
publick and the poor, as well as repairs ; 
by which means much money may be 
brought among us ; and probably fome 
of the purchafers themfclves may be 
content to live cheap in a worfe coun- 
try, rather than be at the charge of ex- 
change and agencies ; and perhaps of 
non-fohencies in abfcncc, if they let 
their lands too high. 

This propofal will alfo multiply far- 
mers, when the purchafers will have 
lands in their own power to give long 

and 
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and eafy leafes to induflrious hufbahd- 
men. 

I have allowed Ibme i)iftiopricks, of 
equal income, to be of more or leis 
value to the purchafer, according as they 
are circumftanced. For inftance : the 
lands of the primacy and Ibme other 
fees are let fo low, that they hardly pay 
a fifth penny of the real value to the 
bifhop, and there the fines are the 
greater. On the contrary, the fees of 
Meath and Clonfert confifting, as I am 
told, much of tythes, thofe tythes are 
annually let to the tenants without any 
fines. So the fee of Dublin is faid to 
have many fee-farms, which pay no 
fines ; and fbme leafes for lives, which 
pay very little, and not fo foon nor 
fo- duly. 

I cannot but be confident, that their 
graces my lords the archbifhops, and 
my lords the bifhops, will heartily join 
in this propofal out of gratitude to his 
late and prefent majefty, the beft of 
kings, who have beftowed on them fuch 
high and opulent ftations; as well as 
in pity tft this country, which is now 
D d 2 ' become 
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become their own ; wheteby they will 
be inftru mental towards paying the 
nation's debts without impoverifhing 
thcmfelves; enrich an hundred gentle- 
men as Well as free them from depen- 
dency; and thus remove that envy, which 
is apt to fall upon their graces and lord- 
fliips from confiderable perfons, whofe 
birth and fortunes rather qualify them 
to be lords of manors, than fervile 
dependents upon churchmen however 
dignified or diftinguiftied. 

If I do not flatter my felf, there could 
not be any law more popular than this, 
l^or the immediate tenants to bifhops, 
being fbme of them perfons of quality 
imd good eftates, and more of them 
grown up to be gentlemen by the pro- 
fits of thefe very lea/es under a fiiccef- 
lion of bifliops, think it a difgrace to 
be fiibjed: both to rents and fines at the 
plcafurc of their landlords. Then, the 
bulk of the tenants, cfpecially the dif- 
Jhniers, who are our true loyal pro- 
teflant brethren, look upon it both as 
an unnatural and iniquitous thing, that 
bifliops fliould be ov/ncrs of land at all, 

(wherein 
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(wherein I 'beg to differ from them) 
being a point fo contrary to the pradice 
of the apoftles, whole fucceflbrs they 
^re deemed to be; and who, although 
they were contented that land fhould 
be fold for the common ufe of the bre- 
thren, yet would not buy it themfelves ; 
but had it laid at their feet to be diflri- 
buted to poor profelytes. 

I will add one word more j that by 
fuch a wholfome law all the opprcflions 
felt by under-tenants of church leafes, 
which are now laid on the bifhpps, 
would entirely be prevented, by their 
graces and lordfhips confenting to have 
their lands fold for payment of the na- 
tion's debts ; referving only the prefcnt 
rent for their own plentiful ^nd hor 
nourable fupport. 

I beg leave to add one parti^iular; 
that, when heads of a bill (as I find 
the flyle runs in this kingdom) fhall be 
brought in for forming this propofal 
into a law, I fhould humbly offer, th^t 
there might be a power given to every 
bifhop, except thofe who refide in 
Dublin^ for applying one hundred acres 
Dd 3 oC 
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of profitable land, that lies neareft his 
palace, as a demefne for the conveni«ice 
of his family. 

I know very well, that this fcheme 
hath been much talked of for Ibme time 
paft, and is in the thoughts of many 
patriots ; neither was it properly mine, 
although I fell readily into it, when it 
was firft communicated to me. 

Although I am almoft a perfe<ft ftran- 
ger in this kingdom ; yet fince I have 
accepted an employment here of ibme 
confequence as well as profit, I cannot 
but think my felf in duty bound to con- 
fult the intereft of people, among whom 
I have been fo well received. And if 
I can be any way inftrumental towards 
contributing to reduce this excellent 
propofal into a law (which being not in 
the Icaft injurious to England will, I 
am confident, meet with no oppofition 
from that fide) my fincere endeavours 
to lerve this church and kingdom will 
be well rewarded. 
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Certain Abufes, Corruptions^ and Enor- 
mitieSy in the City of Dublin. 

Written in the Year 1732. 

Nothing is held more commendable 
in all great cities, efpccially the 
metropolis of a kingdom, than what 
the French call the police : by which 
word is meant the government thereof, 
to prevent the many diforders occa- 
fioned by great numbers of people and 
carriages, efpecially through narrow 
ftreets. In this government our famous 
city of Dublin is faid to be very defe- 
<9:ive, and univerfally complained of. 
Many wholefome laws have been en- 
acted to corredt thofe abufes, but are ill 
executed; and many more are wanting; 
which I hope the united wifdom of the 
nation (whereof fo many good effeds 
have already appeared this feflion) will 
foon take into their profound confi- 
deration. 

Dd 4 As 
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As I have been always watchful over 
the good of mine own country, and 
particularly for that of our renowned 
city, where (abfit invidia) I had the 
honour to draw my firft breath ; I can- 
not have a minute's eafe or patience to 
forbear enumerating Ibme of the great- 
eft enormities, abufes, and corruptions 
fpread almoft through every part of 
Dublin J and propofing fuch remedies, 
as I hope the legiflature will approve of. 

The narrow compafs, to which I 
have confined my felf in this paper, will 
allow me only to touch the moft imr- 
portant defeds ; and fuch as I think 
feem to require the moft fpecdy rcdrefs. 

And firft ; perhaps there was never 
known a wifer inftitution, than that of 
allowing certain perfons of both lexes 
in large and populous cities to cry 
through the ftreets many neceflaries of 
life : it would be endlefs to recount the 
conveniencies, which our city enjoys by 
this ufeful invention ; and particularly 
ftrangers forced hither by bufinefs, who 
refide here but a jfhort time: for thefe, 
having ufually but little money, and 

being 
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being wholly ignorant of the town, 
might at an eafy price purchafe a tole- 
rable dinner, if the feverhl criers would 
pronounce the names of the goods they 
have to fell in any tolerable language. 
And therefore, until our law-makers 
(hall think it proper to interpofe fo far 
as to make thofe traders pronounce 
their words in fuch terms, that a plain 
chriftian hearer may comprehend what 
is cried, 1 would advife all new comers 
to look out at their garret windows, 
,^nd there fee whether the thing that is 
cried by tripesy or flummery y butter- 
milky or cow-heels. For as things are 
now managed, how is it poflible for an 
honeft countryman juft arrived to find 
out what is meant, for inftance, by the 
following words, with which his ears 
are conftantly ftimned twice a day, 
^^iS^i J^SS^y ^^ porringers, up in 
the garrety and down in the cellar ; 
I fay, how is it poilible for any ftranger 
to underftand, that this jargon is meant 
as an invitation to buy a farthing's worth 
of milk for his breakf^ft or fupper, un- 
)efs his curiofity drawg him to the win- 
dow, 
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dow, or until his landlady fhall inform 
him ? I produce this only as one in- 
ftance among a hundred much worfe, 
I mean, where the words make a found 
wholly inarticulate, which give fo much 
difturbance, and fo little information. 

The affirmation folemnly made in 
the cry of herrings is diredly againft all 
truth and probability ; herrings alive^ 
alive here ; the very proverb will con- 
vince us of this ; for what is more fre- 
quent in ordinary fpeech, than to fay of 
fome neighbour for whom the pafling- 
bell rings, that he is dead as a herring. 
And pray how is it poflible, that a 
herrings which, as philofophers obferve, 
cannot live longer than one minute 
three feconds and a half out of water, 
ihould bear a voyage in open boats from 
Howih to Dublin^ be tofled into twenty 
hands, and preferve its life in fieves for 
feveral hours ? nay, we have witnefles 
ready to produce, that many thoufands 
of thefe herrings, fo impudently aflerted 
to be alive, have been a day and a night 
upon dry land. But this is not the worfl. 
What can we think of thofe impious 

wretches, 
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wretches, who dare in the face of the 
fun vouch the very fame affirmative of 
thtivfalmon^ ^cudcvy falmon alive, alive \ 
whereas, if you call the woman who 
cries it, fhe is not afliamed to turn back 
her mantle, and fhew you this indivi- 
dual falmon cut into a dozen pieces. 
I have given good advice to thefe infa- 
mous difgracers of their fex and calling, 
without the lead appearance of remorfe, 
and fully againft the convidlion of their 
own confciences; I have mentioned this 
grievance to feveral of our parifh mini- 
fters ; but all in vain : fo that it muft 
continue, until the government fhall 
think fit to interpofe. 

There is another cry, which, from 
the ftridteft obfervation I can make, 
appears to be very modern, and it is 
that of * fweet hearts ; and is plainly 
intended for a refledion upon the 
female fex j as if there were at prcfent 
fo great a dearth of lovers, that the 
women, inftead of receiving prefcnts 
from men, were now forced to offer 
money to purchafe^^^/ hearts, Nei- 

* A fort of fugar-cakcs in the fliape of hearts. 

ther 
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ther am I fure, that this cry doth not 
glance at fome difaffedlion againft the 
government ; infinuating, that while fo 
many of our troops are engaged in fo- 
reign fervice, and fuch a great number 
of our gallant officers conftantly refide 
in England^ the ladies are forced to 
take up with parfons and attornies: but 
this is a moft unjuft reflexion, as may 
foon be proved by any perlbn who fre- 
quents the cajile^ our publick walks, 
our balls and aflemblies ; where the 
crowds of * toupees were never known 
to fwarm as they do at prefent. 

There is a cry peculiar to this city, 
which I do not remember to have been 
ufed in London ; or at leaft, not in the 
fame terms that it hath been pradifed 
by both parties, during each of their 
power, but very unjuftly by the tories. 
While thefe were at the helm, they 
grew daily more and more impatient to 
put all true ivhigs and Hanoverians out 
of employments : to effed which, thev 
hired certain ordinary fellows with large 

* A new name for a modern periwig with a long black tail, 
and lor its owner j now in fafhion, D(c. i, 1733- 

baikets 
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bafkets on their fliouJders to call aloud 
at every houfe, dirt to carry out-, giving 
that denomination to our whole party ; 
■ as if they would fignify, that the king- 
dom could never be cleanfedy until we 
'^ticfwept from the earth like rubbiJJj. 
But (ince that happy turn of times, 
when we were fo miraculoujly preferved 
by juft an inch from fopery^ Jlavery, 
maffacre^ and the prete?uiery Imuftown 
it is prudence in us ftill to go on with 
the fame try; which hath ever fince 
been fo efFedtually obferved, that the 
true political dirt is wholly removed, 
and thrown on its proper dunghills, 
there to corrupt and be no more heard of. 
But to proceed to other enormities : 
every perfon, who walks the ftreets, 
muft needs obferve an immenfe number 
of human excrements at the doors and 
fteps of wafte houfes, and at the fides 
of every dead wall ; for which the dif- 
affeded party hath affigned a very falfe 
and malicious caufe : they would have 
it, that thefe heaps were laid there 
privately hy Britijb fundaments to make 
the world believe, that our Irift) vulgar 

do 
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do daily eat and drink ; and confequent- 
ly that the clamour of poverty among 
us muft be falfe, proceeding only from 
Jacobites and paptfts. They would con- 
firm this by pretending to obferve, that 
a Britijh anus being more narrowly per- 
forated than one of our own country, 
and many of thefe excrements, upon a 
flri6t view appearing copple- crowned 
with a point like a cone or pyramid, 
are eafily diftinguiflied from the Hiber- 
nian^ which lie much flatter and with 
lefs continuity. I communicated this 
conjedure to an eminent phyfician, who 
is well verfed in fuch profound (pecula- 
tions; and at my requeft was pleafed 
to make trial with each of his fingers, 
by thrufting them into the anus of feveral 
peribns of both nations, and profeflcd 
he could find no fuch difference between 
them as thofe ill-difpofed people alledge. 
On the contrary, he affured me, that 
much the greater number of narrow 
cavities were of Hibernian origin. This 
I only mention, to (hew how ready the 
Jacobites are to lay hold of any handle 
to exprefs their malice againft the go- 
vernment. 
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vemment. I had almoft forgot to add, . 
that my friend the phyfician could by 
fmelling each finger diftinguifh the Hi- 
bernian excrement from the Britijh, and 
was not above twice miftaken in an 
hundred experiments ; upon which he 
intends very foon to publifli a learned 
diflertation. 

There is a diverfion in this city, 
which ufually begins among the butch- 
ers ; but is often continued by a fuc- 
ceflion of other people through many 
ftrects; itiscalled theCOSSINGo/tz dog: 
and I may juftly number it among our 
corruptions. The ceremony is thus : 
a ftrange dog happens to pafs through 
a flefli-market; whereupon an expert 
butcher immediately cries in a loud voice 
and the proper tone, cofs, cofs, feveral 
times. The fame word is repeated by 
the people. The dog, who perfedlly 
underftands the terms of art, and con- 
fequently the danger he is in, immedi- 
ately flies. The people, and even his 
own brother animals purfue : the pur- 
fuit and cry attend him perhaps half a 
mile 5 he is well worried in his flight ; 
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and fometimes hardly efeapes. This 
our ill-wiihers of the jacohite kind are 
pleafed to call z. perfecution ; and affirm, 
that it always falls upon dogs of the tory 
principle But we can well defend our- 
lelves by juftly alledging, that, when 
they were uppermoft, they treated our 
dogs full as inhumanly. As to my own 
part, who have in foirmer times often 
attended thck procej/ions, although I can 
very well diftinguifh between a iviig 
and iory dogy yet I never carried my 
refentment very far from a partjr prin- 
ciple, except it were againfl certain ma- 
licious dogSy who moft difcovered their 
enmity againft us in the worfi of limes*. 
And I remember too well, that in the 
wicked miniftry of the earl of Oxford 
a large maftiff of our party, being un- 
mercifully cojedy ran without thinking 
between my legs, as I was coming up 
FiJbamlf/e-J^reet ; and, as I am of low 
ftature with very fhort legs, bore me 
riding backwards down the hill for 
above two hundred yards; and although 

* A cant word ufed by the whi^s for the four laft years 
of queen A/mis reign, during the car! of OxforiTi miiiiftry. 

I 
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I made ufe of his tail for a bridle, hold- 
ing it hA with both my hands, and 
clung my legs as clofe to his fides as I 
could J yet we both came down toge« 
ther into the middle of the kennel; 
where after rowling three or four times 
over each other, I got up with much 
ado amidft the fhouts and huzzas of a 
thoufand malicious Jacobites* I cannot 
indeed but gratefully acknowledge, that 
for this and many other fervices and 
fufferings * I have been fince more than 
'over-paid* 

This adventure may perhaps have put 
me out of love with the diverfion of 
coj/ingy which I confefs myfelf an enemy 
to, unlefs we could always be fure of 
diftinguifhing/«rf dfeg-i; whereof great 
numbers have fince been fb prudent, as 
entirely to change their principles, and 
are now jufWy efteemed the beft wor- 
riers of their former friends. 

I am afTured, and partly know, 
that all the chimncy-fweepers boys, 
where members of parliament chiefly 
lodge, are hired by our enemies to fculk 

* See the apolcgjr far the TtiU tf» 7W. 

E c in 



41 8 ^ AN EXAMINATION OF 

in the tops of chimnies with their heads 
ho higher, than will juft permit them 
to look round ; and at the iifual hours 
when members are going to the houfe, 
if they fee a coach ftand near the lodg- 
ing of any loyal member, they call 
coach^ coachy as loud as they can bawl, 
juft at the inftant when the footman 
begins to give the fame call. And this 
is chiefly done on thofe days, when a- 
ny point of importance is to be debat- 
ed. This pradicc may be of very dan- 
gerous confequence ; for thefe boys are 
ail hired by enemies to the government : 
and thus by the abfenceof afew mem- 
bers for a, few minutes arqueftion may 
be carried againft the true interefl of 
the kingdom, and very probably not 
without an eye towards the pretender. 
i I have not obferved the wit and fan- 
cy of this town fo much employed in 
any one article, as that of contriving 
variety of figns to hang over houfes, 
where punch is to be fold. The bowl is 
reprefented full of punchy the ladle 
ftands eredt in the middle, fupported 
fometimes by one and fometimes by two 

animals, 
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animals, whole feet reft upon the edge 
of the bowl. Thefe animals are fome- 
times one black /w», and fometimes a 
couple ; fometimes a fingle eagle^ and 
fometimes a fpread one ; and we often 
meet a crow, 2^ [wan, a. bear^ or a cocky 
in the fame pofture. 

Now, I cannot find how any of 
thefe animals either feparate or in con- 
jundion are, properly fpeaking, fit em- 
blems or embellimments to advance the 
fale oi punch. Befides it is agreed among 
haturalijis^ that no brute can endure 
the tafte of ftrong liquor, except where 
he hath been ufed to it from his infancy ; 
and confequently it is againft all the rules 
Q^ hieroglyph to aflign thofe animals as 
patrons or prote<3:ors of punch. For in 
that cafe we ought to fuppofe, that the 
hbft keeps alvyays ready the real bird or 
beaft, whereof the pidure hangs over 
his door, to entertain his guefts ; which 
however to my knowledge is not true 
in fad ; not one of thofe birds being 
a proper companion for a chrijlian, as 
to aiding and aflifting in making the 
punch. For as they arc drawn upon the 
E e 2 fi^^ 
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fign, they are much more likely t<T 
mute, or flied their feathers into the 
liquor. Then as to the bear^ he is too 
terrible, aukward, and flovenly a com- 
panion to converfe with; neither are 
any of them all handy enough to fill 
liquor to the company: I do there- 
fore vehemently fufpeA a plot intended 
againft the government by thefe devices. 
For although the fpread-eagk be the 
arms of Germany , upon which account 
it may poflibly be a lawful protefiant 
fign, yet I, who am very fufpicious of 
fair outfides in a matter, which fb near- 
ly concerns our welfare, canaot but call 
to mind, that xh.^ pretender* r wife is laid 
to be of German birth : and that many 
popijh princes in fo vaft an extent of 
land are reported to excel both at niak- 
irig and drinking punch : befides it is 
plain, that tht fpread-eagk exhibits to. 
us the perfeft figure of a erofs ; which 
is a badge of popery. Then as to the 
cock, he is well known to reprefent the 
French nation, our old and dangerous 
enemy. Th&fwan, who muft of ne- 
ceiTity cover the entire bowl with his 
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wings, can be no other than the Spa- 
ntardy who endeavours to engrofs all 
the treajfufes of the Indies to himfelf. 
The lion is indeed the common emblem 
of royal power, as well as the arms of 
England 'y but to paint him black is 
pcrfed jacobitifniy and a manifefl type 
of thofe who blacken the anions of the 
beft princes. It is not ealy to diilinguifh, 
whether that odier fowl painted over 
the punch-bowl be a crow or a raven. 
It is true, they have both been ominous 
birds : but I rather take it to be the 
former ; becaufe it is the difpofition of 
a crow to pick out the eyes of other 
creatures ; and often even of chrijiiansy 
after they are dead j and is therefore 
drawn here with a defign to put the 
Jacobites in mind of their old practice, 
firft to lull us afleep (which is an em- 
blem of death) and then to blind our 
eyes, that we may not fee their danger^ 
ous practices againfl the flate. 

To ^>eak my private opiiiicm j the 

leaft ofFenfive pi<^rc in the whole fett 

feems to be the bear ; becaufe he re- 

pref^nts urfa major y or the great beary 

^ e 3 'wV'Ci 
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who prcfides over the norths where the 
reformation firft began ; and which, 
next to Britain (including Scotland and 
the north of Ireland) is the great pro- 
testor of the true protejiant religion. 
But however in thofe figns, where I ob- 
ierve the bear to be chained^ I cannot 
help flirmifing a jacobite contrivance ; 
by which thefe traytors hint an earned 
defire of ufing all true wbigs, as their 
predeceffors did the primitive chriftians : 
I mean, to reprefent us as hears, and 
then halloo their tory-dogs to bait us to 
death. 

Thus I have given a fair account of 
what I diflike in all the figns fet over 
thofe houfes, that invite us to punch, I 
own it was a matter, that did not need 
explaining, being fo very obvious to 
common underftanding ; yet I know 
not how it happens, but methinks there 
feems a fatal blindnefs to overfpread our 
corporeal eyes, as well as our intellec- 
tual ; and I heartily wifli, I may be 
found a falfe prophet. For thefe are 
not bare fufpicions, but manifeft de- 
monftrations. 
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Therefore, away with thefe popi/b^ 
jacobites^^iv^ idolatrous gew-gaws. And 
I heartily wifh a law were ena<9:ed un- 
der fevere penalties againft drinking 
punch at all ; for nothing is eafier, than 
to prove it a difaffeded liquor: the 
chief ingredients, which are brandy^ 
oranges and lemons^ are all (ent us from 
popijh'! countries ; and nothing remains 
of protejlant growth, but Jugar and 
ivater. For as to bifcuit, which for- 
merly was held a neceffary ingredient, 
and is truly Britijh^ w? find it is en- 
tirely rejedled. 

But I will put the truth of my afler-i 
tion paft all doubt : I mean, that thi§ 
liquor is by one important innovation 
grown of ill example, and dangerous 
confequence to the publick. It is well 
known, that by the true original infti- 
tution of making punch left us by cap-r 
tain Ratcliff ^Q fharpnefs is only oc- 
cafioned by the juice of lemons ; and 
fo continued until after the happy re-r 
volution. Oranges J alas I are a mere in-r 
novation, and in a manner but of ye' 
Jlerday. It was the politicks oi Jacobites 
3Ee i^ \^ 
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to introduce them gradually ; and to 

what intent ? the thing fpeaks itfelf. It 

was cunningly to Ihew their virulence 

againft his iacred majefty king William 

■of ever glorious and immortal memory. 

But of late (to fhew how faft difloyal- 

ty increafeth) they came from one to 

two, and then to three oranges 5 nay 

at prefent we often find puTtch made all 

with oranges, and not one fingle lemon. 

For the jaco6ifes before the death of 

that immortal prince had by a fuperfti- 

tion formed a private prayer, that as 

xh&y fqueezed the orange, (o might that 

froufiant king be fqueezed to death ; 

according to the \iiiGwrxforcery defcrib- 

ed by Firgil; 

Limus ut hie durefcit, et hoc ut cera 
liquefcit, etc. 
And, thus the Romans, when they ia- 
crificed an ox, ufed this kind of prayer ; 
as I knock down this ox, fo mayji thou, 
O Jupiter I knock down our enemies. In 
like manner after king JVilliams death, 
whenever z. Jacobite fqueezed 2S\ orange:^ 
he had a mental curfe upon the glorious 
memory, and a hearty wifh for power 
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to fqueeze all 'his paajefty's friends to 
death, as h&fqueezed that orange, which 
bore one of his titles, as he was prince 
of Orange. This I do affirm for truth, 
many of that fa<^ion having confeffed 
it to me under an oath of fecrecy^ which 
however I thought it my duty not to 
keep, when I faw my dear country in 
danger. But what better can be exped-r 
ed from an impious fet of men, who 
never fcruple to drink confusion to 
all true protefiants under the name of 
wbigs f A moft unchriAian and inhu- 
man pradice ; which to our great honour 
€ind comfort was never charged upon usy 
even by our mofl malicious detraEiors. 

The (ign of two angels hovering in 
the air, and with their right hands fup- 
porting a croFwn, is met with in feveral 
parts of this city ; and hath often given 
me great offence : for, whether by the 
unfkilfulnefs or dangerous principles of 
the painters (although I have good rea- 
fons to fufped the latter) thofe angels 
are ufually drawn with fuch horrid, or 
indeed rather diabolical countenances, 
that they give great offence to every 

loyal 
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loyal eye, and equal caufe of triumph 
to the Jacobite^ being a moft infamous 
reflection upon our able and excellent 
miniftry. 

I now return to that great enormity 
of city cries ; molt of which we have 
borrowed from London. I fhall con- 
fider them only in a political view, as 
they nearly affed: the peace and fafety 
of both kingdoms ; and having been 
originally contrived by wicked Machia- 
vels to bring in popery, Jlavery, and ar- 
bitrary power by defeating the protejiant 
fucceflion, and introducing the preten- 
dery ought in juftice to be here laid o- 
pen to the world. 

About two or three months after the 
happy revolution all perfons, who pof- 
fefs*d any employment or office, in 
church or ftate, were obliged by an aft 
of parliament to take the oaths to king 
William and queen Mary : and a great 
number of difaffedted perfons refufing 
to take the faid oaths from a pretended 
fcruple of confcience, but really from 
a fpirit of popery and rebellion, they 
contrived a plot to make the fwearing 
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to thofe princes odious in the eyes of 
the people. To this end, they hired 
certain women of ill fame, but loud 
{hrill voices, under pretence of felling 
fifh, to go through the ftreets with 
fievcs on their heads, and cry, buy my 
fouly buy my foul -y plainly inlinuating, 
that all thofe, who fwore to king 7Vil~ 
liamy were juft ready to fell their fouls 
for an employment. This cry was re- 
vived at the death of queen Anncy and, 
I hear, ftill continues in London with 
much offence to all true proteflants ; but 
to our great happinefs feems to be almoft 
dropt in Dublin. 

But becaufe I altc^ether contemn the 
difpleafure and refentment oi high-flyersy 
toriesy 2xAjacobiteSy whom I look upon 
to be 'worfe even than profefsd papiflsy 
I do here declare, that thofe evils which 
I am going to mention were all brought 
in upon us in the "worfl of times under 
the late earl of Oxford^ s adminiftration, 
during the four laft years of queen 
Anne's reign. 77}at wicked minijler was 
univerfally known to be a papijl in his 

heart. 
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heart, * He was of a mofl avaritious 
nature^ and is /aid to have died worth 
four millions fterl. hefides his vafl expence 
in buildingy Jiatues^ plate^ jewels^ and 
other cofily rarities. He was of a mean 
ohfcure birth ^ from the very dregs of the 
people \ and fo illiterate, that he could 
hardly read a paper at the council table, 
I forbear to touch on his open, profane, 
profligate life\ becaufe I defire not to 
ra\e into the ajhes of the dead : and 
therefore I fball obferve this wife max- 
im \ dc mortuis nU nifi bonum. 

This flagitious man, in order to 
compafs his black deflgns, employed 
certain wicked inftruments (which great 
ftateTmen are never without) to adapt 
{everal London cries in fuch a manner 
as would beft anfwer his ends. And, 
whereas it was upon good grounds grie- 
voufly fufpefted, that all places at court 
were fold to the higheft bidder ; certain 
women were employed by his emifla- 
ries to caxryfijh in baflcets on their heads, 

• The author's meaning is juft contrary to the literal 
fenfe in the cbaraflcr of lord Oxford. 

and 
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and bawl through the flreets, iuy tny 
frejb places. I muft indeed own that 
other Women ufed the feme cr)r, who 
were innocent of this wicked defigh| 
aiid really fold fifh of that denomination 
to get an honefl livelihood ; but the 
reft, who were in ihe/gcrety although 
they carried ^^ in their fieVes or baikets 
to kve appearances, yet they had like- 
wife a certain fign, fbmewhat refem- 
bling that of the fru-mafonsy which 
the purchafers of places knew well e- 
nough, and were direded by the wo- 
men, whither they were to refbrt and 
make their purchaie. And, I remember 
very well how oddly it look'd, when 
we ob{erved many gentlemen finely dreft 
about the court-end of the town, and 
as far as York-buildings, where the lord- 
treafurer Oxford dwelt, calling the wo- 
man who cried huy my frejh places, and 
talking to them in the comer of a ftreet, 
until they underftood each other's figo. 
But we never could obferve, that any 
fifh was bought. 

Some years before the cries laft men- 
tioned, the duke of Savoy was report- 
ed 
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cd to have made certain overtures to the 
court of England for admitting his el- 
deft fon by the duchefs of Orleans s 
daughter to fucceed to the crown, as 
next heir, upon the pretender s being 
rejeded ; and that fbn was immediate- 
ly to turn froteftant. It was confident- 
ly reported, that great numbers of peo- 
ple difafFeded to the then illujlriousy 
but now royali houfe of Hanover were 
in thofe meafures. Whereupon another 
let of women were hired by th^jacobite 
leaders to cty through the whole town, 
buy my Savoys, dainty Savoys, curious 
Savoys* Bttt I cannot diredly charge 
the late.6arl of Oxford with his confpi- 
racyy becaufe he was not then chief mi- 
6ifter, However, this wicked cry ftill 
continues in Z/(9Wo^;, and was brought 
over hither, where it remains to this 
day ; and is in my humble opinion a 
very offenfive found to every true pro- 
tefianty who is old enough to remem- 
ber thofe dangerous times. 

During the miniftry of that corrupt 
and Jacobite earl above mentioned, the 
fecret pernicious defign of thofe in 
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power Was to fell Flanders tx> France : 
the confequence of which muft have 
been the infallible ruin of the States- 
general, and would have opened the 
way for France to obtain that univerfal 
monarchy, they have {o long aimed at 5 
to which the Britijh dominions muft 
next after Holland have been compelled 
to fubmit, whereby the protefiant rdi- 
gion would be rooted out of the world. 
A defign of this vaft importance, 
after long confultation among x!t^ Jaco- 
bite grandees with the earl of Oxford 
at their head, was at laft determined to 
be carried on by the fame method with 
the former : it was therefore again put 
in pra&ice ; but the condud of it was 
chiefly left to chofen men, whofe voices 
were louder and ftronger than thofe of 
the other fex : and upon this occaiion 
wasfirft inftituted in London that famous 
cry of FLOUNDERS. But the criers were 
particularly direded to pronounce the 
word Flounders, and not flounders. For 
the country, which we now by corrup- 
tion call Flanders, is in its true ortho- 
graphy fpelt Flaunders, as may be ob- 
vious 
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vious to all who read old Englijh bookd. 
Hay, from hence beglin that thundfering 
cry, which hath ever fince ftuhtied the 
ears of all London, made lb many chil- 
dren fell into fits, and women mifcar- 
ry ; come buy myfrejb fla.unders, curious 
naunders, charming flaunders, alive, 
alive, bo'y which laft words can with 
no propriety of Ipeech be applied to fifh 
manifeftly dead, (as I obferved before in 
herrings zsAfalmon) but very juflly to 
ten provinces containing many millions 
of living chrifiians. But the application 
is ftill clofer, when we confider that all 
the people were to be taken Xkitjijhes 
in a net ; and by afliftance of xkatpope, 
who lets up to be the unvuerfal fijber of 
men, the whole innocent nation was, 
according to our common exprefHon, to 
be laid as fiat as a flounder, 

I remember, myfelf, a particular crier 
of flounders in London, who arrived at 
fo much fame for the loudnefs of his 
voice, as to have the honour of being 
mentioned upon that account in a co- 
medy. He hath difturbed me many a 
morning, before he came within fifty 
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doors of my lodging : and aldiough I 
were not in thofe days fo fully Ibrpriz- 
ed of the defigns, which our common 
enemy had then in agitation, yet, I know 
not how, by a fecret impulfe, young as 
I was, I could not forbear conceiving 
a ftrong diilike againft the fellow ; and 
often laid to my felf, TTiis cry feems to 
be forged in the i^ivixX&fchool: alasy poor 
England! I am grievoujly mifiaken^ if 
there be notfome popifli plot at the bot- 
tom, I communicated my thoughts to 
an intimate friend, who reproached ine 
with being too vifionary in my (pecu- 
lations : but it proved afterwards, that 
I conjedured right. And I have fince 
refleded, that if the wicked fadion 
could have procured only a thouland 
men of as ilrong lungs as the fellow I 
mentioned, none can tell how terrible 
the confcquences might have been, not 
only to thefe two kingdoms, but over 
all Europe^hy i^mgFlanders to France. 
And yet thefc cries continue unpunifli- 
ed both in London and Dublin \ al- 
though, I confefs, not with equal ve- 
hemency or loudnefs ; becaufe the rea- 
F f foa 
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fon for contriving this defperate plot is 
to our great felicity wholly cea&d< 

It is well known, that the majority 
of the Britijh houfe of commons in the 
laft years of queen Annes reign were 
in their hearts diredly oppofite to the 
earl of Oxford's pernicious meafures; 
which put him under the neceffity of 
bribing them with falaries. Whereupon 
he had again recourfe to his old poli- 
ticks. And accordingly his emifiaries 
were very bufy in employing certain 
artful women, of no good life and con- 
verfation (as it was proved before juftice 
* Peyton) to cry that vegetable common- 
ly C2\\t6.fellery through the town. Thefe 
women differ from the common criers 
of that herb by fome private mark, which 
I could never learn ; but the matter 
was notorious enough, and fufficiently 
talked of; and about the fame period 
was the cry oi fellery brought over in- 
to this kingdom. But fince there is not 
at this prefent the lead occafion to (vS~ 
pedl the loyalty of our criers upon that 
article, I am content that it may flill 
be tolerated. I fhall 

* A famous N»Vvl^\uft;vc&\^^v!^Q^t^\u^Jiv. 
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I fliall mention but one cry more, 
which hath any reference to politicks ; 
but is indeed of all others the moft in- 
folent, as well as treafonable, under our 
prefent happy eftabliihment, I mean 
,that of turnups; not of turnips t ac- 
cording to the beft orthography, but 
abfolutely turnups. Although the cry 
be of an older date than fome of the 
preceding enormities, for it began foon 
after the revolution ; yet was it never 
known to arrive at fo great a heighth, 
as during the earl of Oxford's power. 
Some people (whom I take to be private 
enemies) are indeed as ready as my felf 
to profefs their difapprobation of this 
cry on pretence, that it began by the 
contrivance of certain old procurefles, 
who kept houfes of ill fame, where lewd 
women met to draw young men into 
vice. And this they pretend to prove by 
fome words in th^ry ; becaufe, after 
the crier had bawlca out, turnups^ hoy 
buy my dainty turnups^ h^ would fome- 
times add the two following verfes. 

Turn up the miftrefs, and turn up the maid, 
.^pid turn up the daughter, and be not ffr(if4, 

f{9 This, 
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This, fay fome political fophifts, plain- 
ly (hews, that there can be nothing far- 
ther meant in fo infamous a cry, than 
an invitation to Icwdncfs ; which in- 
deed ought to be feverely punifhed in 
all well-regulated governments ; yet 
cannot be fairly interpreted as a crime 
of ftate. But, I hope, we are not fb 
weak and blind to be deluded at thi$ 
time of day with fuch poor eyafions. I 
could, if it were proper, demonftrate 
the very time when thofe two verier 
were compofed, and name the author, 
who was no other than the famous 
Mr. Swan fo well known for his talent 
at quibbling, and was as virulent 2i Ja- 
cobite as any in England. Neither could 
he deny the fad, when he was taxed 
for it in my prefence by Sir Henry Dut~ 
ton-Colt^ and Colonel Davenport^ at 
the Smyrna cofFee-houfe, on the loth 
of yune, 1701. TJtus it appears to a 
denionftration, that thofe verfcs were 
only a blind to conceal the moft danger- 
ous defigns of the party ; who from 
the firft years after the happy revolution 
ufcd a cant- way of talking in theii" 
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clubs, after this manner : nve hope to fee 
the gardsfiufied once more^ and another 
king TURN UP trump: and, when Jhall 
we meet over a dijh of turnups ? The 
lame term of art was ufed in their 
plots againft the government, and in 
their treafonable letters written in cy- 
phers, and decyphered by the famous 
Dr. fVilles^ as you may read in the tri- 
als of thofe times. This I thought fit 
to fet forth at large, and in fo clear a 
light; becaufe the Scotch and French 
authors have given a very different ac- 
count of the word turnup ; but whe- 
ther out of ignorance or partiality I 
fhall not decree j becaufe I am fure the 
reader is convinced by my difcovery. 
It is to be obferved, that this cry was 
fung in a particular manner by fellows 
in difguife to give notice, where thofe 
traitors wera to meet in order to con- 

I have ncTrilbre to^^d upon this ar- 
ticle, than an humble propofal, that 
thofe who cry this root at prefent in our 
ftreets of Dublin may be compelled by 
the juftices of the peace to pronounce 

tUTtVt^ 
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turnip J and not turnup ; for, I am a^ 
fraid, we have itill too many fhakes in 
our bolbm, . and it would be well if their 
cellars were fbmetimes fearched, when 
the owners leaft expeA it; for I am 
not out of fear, that latet anguis in 
berba. 

Thus, we are zealous in matters of 
fmall moment, while we negled thofe 
of the higheft importance. I have al- 
ready made it manifefl, that all thelb 
cries were contrived in xhtworfl oftimesy 
under the miniftry of that defperate 
flatefman Robert late earl of Oxford ; 
and for that very reafbn ought to be 
rejcded with horror, as begun in the 
reign of Jacobites, and may well be 
numbered among the rags oi popery and 
treafon-, or, if it be thought proper 
that thefe cries muft continue, furely 
they ought to be only mailed in the 
hands of trt^^^a^^jffUfiB^ffho hav^ 
given fecurity ccf tne go^fBBmfent. 
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